-~
]

C LAY Suryey Ready

|

O UBCJéoflab@mtes witn Fake
VYictoria Region as pare ot [0l

Emvirommentall ballletim ) No 1

) New (8

&

AVLSA*dVINSIMeOQLXVYAAINGTLSYANHONAOHOINIAHON*ADSINA
SAINTIAIANVLTIAVSVYVAYIVSddNeYINNNHINLSINNHANLOHIASNOLNLHVILTHIdINVYLNNITIVLNIOIZOZSTIVASANNSOdNISHI1L3d LS
*WTOHNDOLS*10dOS YNV TIS.OHOgIN TS IVITNVISHSLIHOHLSTSHOOLSOHVOIHINNIZIHVATHINSNVAOD ZOZSNHd1dO0d*dOHHTLId*NNHYd*SAZIAINVd
MSIATVdVONV IVd*ANNSOTIXONNVHSHVYHASO*ONIdON AN ONIGZHANICTY LHHONONIdOMHHONAINALSTVNVALVYNVYHOVNICOHAAZATINTTOdNVLIIVINNNVYHIIHVIN
*CONTVINMHOT VIN-NALYVINYET o103 1 /AOSONOWO TONIdONNIVL VAT T VNOINSANY 1ol LHV 1eV 1AH Y HTHVVSSIANMe LAVIHSNOSIMAVLSNVILSIIAANVSNVLLSIANNHLOMNITVZSOMe
ONIATOMNADGHVAIIVIA TN INTHVTINSYNNYHAVLSTHVYHVNOUNSTHVHHAVINTY A AVHONINITVY AV IVININCIAHOCVAVO13C+STIdaVHAICSNISHOH-
PANISTEHNTVSdVYVH-ATVWSHITHOOH0d3 L OO VINAADHSNVADOOdS VN0V 1913 NIOVHNIdOI*IOINCOHISISTOMOZ LNFNITHFFNIOHIG NS LTV SNHIV VO H0d vV

Sd11L1D0 OI11L1vd dHL 40 NOINAN



EDITOR in Chief
Risto Veivo

EDITORIAL Countributions
Tea Nommann

Sanna Erkko

LAYOUT

Sari Bowie

EDITORIAL BOARD
Irja Alakivi, Tartu
Guldbrand Skjonberg, Nacka
Ralf Giercke, Liibeck
Mikko Jokinen, Turku
Carl Nielsen, Aarbus
Zita Toerkute, Panevezys
Pawel Zaboklicki, Gdansk
*
PUBLISHER
Uwnion of the Baltic Cities
Commission on Environment
Linnankatu 41
FIN-20100 Tutkn
FINLAND
www.ubc.net
Tel. +358 2262 3172
Fax. +358 2253 8613

E-mail. risto.veivo@uetti fi
ISSN 1455-0003
*
PRINTING HOUSE
Newprint Ltd., Finland

Cover Picture:

‘Road Market in Uganda’

LHLBELL

A few days ago we got a new report - now from
HELCOM - showing us that every country has failed
to reach the targets to reduce their pollution to
the Baltic Sea. The best results have been made in
Estonia, Latvia and Lithuania, as these countries have
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Dear Friends,

been successful in combatting point sources and
many polluting factories have been closed.

[t is evident that combatting point sources is suc-
cessful. We can read that in many reports. Due to
this, Central and Eastern European countries have recently been more
successful in reducing many pollutions than the Western European ones.
Furthermore, the per capita impact on the environment and diffuse pollu-
tion in the countries with so called Western lifestyle are higher than in
the Eastern European countries.

Work for a better environment is successful when it comes to clean tech-
nology and to reducing pollution from point sources. In the Western Eu-
ropean countries most of such work is already done, and now the success-
ful work continues in the East. However, the impact from the lifestyle by
diffuse pollution is higher in the West and more difficult to reduce. In the
future we can expect the same development in Eastern Europe when the
lifestyle reaches the Western level.

Therefore we must together develop improvements in our lifestyle and
work for a reduction of diffuse pollution. The states and municipalities can
support us as individuals, but everyone must take his or her own responsi-
bility for the environment. This means that all of us must understand the
importance of these changes and get information and skills to make them.
Changing behaviour is not easy but can be done through education.

How could we educate all responsible citizens in our area? Demonstration
approach could be one part of the solution. Many of us understand much
better if we can see, hear, smell and feel how, for example, a compost
container functions or how a heat pump works. Therefore I am convinced
that one successful factor is to build up, what we call, environmental ped-
agogic centres.

My vision is that we can replace the hot spots with green spots, consisting
of environment pedagogic centres. These are places where we can learn
by demonstration and develop changes in our behaviour together by studies
and discussions.

Guldbrand Skjonberyg

Co-chairman, UBC Commission on Envirowment

by Mr Guldbrand Skjonberg, Nacka Manager to the Boards, Nacka
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EDITORIAL
by Mr Guldbrand Skjonberg

Collaboration within Local Agenda

UBC LA21 Strategy

The European Sustaiable Cities
and Towns Campaign

UBC's New LA21 Survey 2001

Harbour's Agenda 21 Proceeding

Revisiting the Sustainability issu

Climate Star 2002

The Nordic-Baltic Reginal

Environmental Office

EveryDay Environment - Sundsvall
Project

Environment has become cleaner
around Cesis

Environmental problems to solve

New and safe sewage sludge
storage places in Panevezys

Guidelines for a sustainable city
development in Rostock

Environmental education

Environmental protection of
China in Lithuanian eyes

Bats in Kaunas
Lonely bats in Turku region

NEWS IN BRIEF

UBCENV IN NEW PREMISIES

EVENT CALENDAR

Union of the Baltic Cities (UBC)...

... isanetwork consisting of 101 cities from 10 different

countries in the Baltic Sea Region. The UBC was folgiﬁtr

ed in September 1991 to develop co-operatioh and
exchange of experiences amongst its merhber cities.
The main goal of the Union is to contribtte to demo-
cratic, social, economic and environmentally friendly,

development in the Baltic Sea Region =
=]

The UBC is open to all cities willing to join it. Today
the member cities range from charming small towns to
big cities such as St Petersburg, Stockholm and Copen-
hagen. In spite of the differences in size, language, lo-
cation, economy, etc., the interest towards local level
co-operation unites each of them.

The UBC initiates and co-ordinates projects involv-
'Hi}'f its members and promotes the exchange of know-
h &ﬂyi experiences amongst the cities by organiz-
ing coufsés, seminars and meetings, as well as pub-

lishing ne@ctters.

-
The UBCis l%by an Executive Board and the Secre-
tariat is [ocated in Gdansk, Poland. The actual work
is carried out by nine commissions in the following
fields: business co-operation, culture, education, en-
vironment, social affairs, sport, tourism, transporta-
tion and urban planning.

Please contact us for further information!
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Union of the Baltic Cities has a twin region called the
Lake Victoria Region. The counterpart to the UBC is

the Lake Victoria Region Local Authorities Co-opg

on information and IT and third one on env1ron

tal educatnon# ;*,«

Last summer [ visited the area to investi-
gate the possibilities to collaborate in es-
tablishing environmental pedagogic cen-
tres. These centres support the local citi-
zens to develop a more sustainable life-
style.

Short introduction

Immigration in the Lake Victoria Area has
caused rapid urbanisation and an increase
in population. The cities are therefore
growing unplanned and seem to be over-
crowded. In many areas there is a short-
age of infrastructure for water and sewer-
age and also for collecting and treating of
solid waste. The need of energy, example
for cooking, has led to deforestation.

Lake Victoria itself suffers from a change
in its ecosystem due to human activities,
such as a rapid growth of water hyacinth.
Also a new fish, Nile perch, has more or
less taken over and many important spe-
cies of other fishes are rapidly disappear-
ing.

As in the Baltic region, the local environ-
ment and the diffusion of pollution of the
lake area are the main concerns. Another
difficulties often mentioned are the local
sanitation problems and the nutrition of
the population.

ayorof Kisumu gave a By as a
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Thete are many markets along the roads in Lake Victotia region. Usually they have very fresh

and simply delicioiis products for sale.

How can we contribute?

From the UBC we contribute with our ex-
periences in and knowledge about collab-
oration between cities. We can also assist
to manage environmental issues. Addi-
tionally, we can contribute with our
knowledge and experiences in how to sup-
port the citizens to introduce Agenda 21
in the area.

Environmental pedagogic
centres

[ was in the region for two weeks in July-
August 2001 and met the chairman of
LVRLAC several times in Entebbe, Ugan-
da. I also made a journey around the Lake
and met representatives from the follow-
ing member cities of LVRLAC: Entebbe,
Kisumu, Homa-Bay, Mwanza, Bukoba and
Musoma.

One part of the strategy is to develop meet-
ing places, where environmentally friend-
ly techniques are demonstrated. In these
places everyone will have a chance to get
familiar with environmentally friendly so-
lutions and thereafter be able to decide
whether the techniques are applicable.
The basic idea is not to be informed only
through listening and reading but also to

learn by doing, in other words to learn
through one's own experiences.

[t will also be possible to have study cir-
cles on different topics, such as building a
solar panel, running one's own sewage
plant or cultivating ecologically. The aim
of ameeting place is, first, to awaken and
encourage the visitor's environmental
thinking and second, to promote a change
in behaviour and attitude by providing in-
sight, knowledge, practical advice and
good examples. The meeting places are
intended to involve individuals, organisa-
tions and enterprises so that they will be
able to carry their responsibilities in terms
of sustainable development. Put in anoth-
er way, they would also pay attention to
ecological, cultural and social circumstanc-
es.

Some cities have already made progress
in different fields. For example, stoves for
cooking were introduced in Entebbe, and
some solar energy devices in Homa-Bay.
Agricultural techniques were demonstrat-
ed in Mwanza and Kisumu.

Many people I met expressed their opin-
ion that an environmental pedagogic cen-
tre can certainly be of importance when
demonstrating solutions that support sus-
tainable development. It is especially im-

BCB Ewvironment 1/02



portant to reach the slum areas and the
squatters. Those who live there need sup-
port in taking care of the daily sanitation
problems, both for themselves and for
their neighbours. Another significant tar-
get group is the politicians. They play an
important role as decision-makers and
trend-setters.

The distinctive subject fields for environ-
mental pedagogic centres are:

¢ Treatment of latrine and sanitation

¢ Solid waste management and compost
ing

¢ Drinking water and small sewerage
treatment plant

e Cultivation of vegetables and fruit
¢ Improvement of soil

¢ Energy (production and saving)

¢ Management of wetlands

¢ Information about the local environmen
tal situation of the city

¢ Information about the environmental
conditions in Lake Victoria Region

How can we go further?

Demonstration is one of the oldest and
most well known means to disseminate ex-
perience and knowledge. Techniques de-
veloped and established in other areas
have to be implemented in the Lake Vic-
toria region.

We also have to teach the people how to
make cheap products that can greatly help
them in their daily duties, such as solar
stoves. Besides, the people need informa-
tion in order to develop new behaviour
patterns, for example to change cultiva-
tion in the garden. No enterprises or en-
trepreneurs can make money by introduc-
ing cheap techniques like solar stoves,
which can easily be made
by any handy man.
Therefore we cannot
await for the market to
act.

Most of the people [ dis-
cussed with during my
visit emphasised the im-
portance to involve the
pupils of the ordinary
schools. The main argu-
ment was that they are the
future and that they can
inform their parents and
other members of the lo-
cal society. Also other
groups were mentioned.
First, older citizens who
are not formally retired but no longer work-
ing are a valuable resource due to their ex-
perience, knowledge and because they
have time. Second, women are an impor-
tant group because of their significant role
in the African culture. Third, local politi-
cians and other decision-makers are of im-
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portance because they posses the power
to change the local conditions. Further-
more, they are considered to be forerun-
ners and trend-setters. Finally, non-gov-
ernmental organisations, community-
based organisations and enterprises to-
gether with special groups such as cotton
farmers and fishermen are also in the key
position.

Of course we must be careful with what
we demonstrate. The techniques and
methods must meet some criteria as listed
below:

¢ They must contribute to improvements
of the local environment for Lake Vic
toria and for the health of the local pop
ulation.

¢ They must support sustainable devel
opment in ecological, economical, so
cial and cultural aspects.

¢ They must be easy to use by ordinary
citizens.

The positive impacts must be easy to un-
derstand and communicate in order to at-
tract both those who are already interest-
ed in environmental issues and also ordi-
nary citizens.

The first step is to establish an advisory
board with scientists and practitioners
from both regions. The board has to sup-
port the development in each subject field
and advice on:

¢ what to demonstrate (what is impor
tant for environment and what can be
demonstrated)

¢ how to make cultural and social adap
tation

¢ how to make the centre trustworthy for
ordinary citizens

¢ how to evaluate the centres work and
how to asses the impact

More information:

Mr Guldbrand Skjonberg

Tel: +46-8-718 9380

E-mail:
guldbrand.skjonberg@nacka.se

By Risto Veivo

Co-operation with Lake
Victoria Cities is one
good example of UBC's
activities on Agenda 21.
Altogether 10 projects
have so far been carried
out (or started) within
the UBC Agenda 21
Program since 2000.
This success would not
have been possible with-
out active member cities
taking initiatives and
assuming lead city roles
in different projects.

The leading activity of the City of Nacka
in the work with the African partners is an
excellent example of this. Similarly, other
member cities work on other projects.

The UBC as a whole renewed its strong
commitment to advancing sustainable de-
velopment at the VI General Conference
in Rostock last October, by approving the
Agenda 21 Action Program for 2002-
2003. The new program continues to put
emphasis on the strong involvement of
member cities in the practical work on
projects.

Furthermore, the new program also sets
our vision and strategies for advancing
sustainability as a network of cities and
also in co-opereation with other actors.
Working with Lake Victoria Cities is one
way to realize our global responsibility.

The UBC Agenda 21 Action Program con-
sists of analysis, vision, strategies and con-
crete projects and activities. The projects'
part of the program is being continuously
developed and updated. This makes the
program more flexible and efficient, and
gives new cities the possibility to step in
as leaders of new projects.

Such lead cities are always needed, and
all interested are warmly welcomed to
contact the UBC Commission on Envi-
ronment Secretariat for more information.




By Authony Payne

The European Sustaina-
ble Cities & Towns Cam-
paign was launched in
Aalborg, Denmark in
1994 with the aim to
contribute to the promo-
tion of urban sustainabili-
ty in Europe. During the
course of its develop-
ment, the number of
participants to the Cam-
paign (i.e. signatories to

the Aalborg Charter) has
increased to its present
number of 1367 from 38
countries. As such, the
Campaign has developed
into the biggest European
initiative for local sustain-
able development and
Local Agenda 21.

The overall broad objective of the Cam-
paign can be summarised as follows:

The promotion of development towards
sustainability through Local Agenda 21
or similar integrated planning processes
and the strengthening of partnerships
among all actors in the local community
as well as inter-authority co-operation.

This has been achieved through a variety
of activities such as the development of
sustainability guidance materials, ex-
change of experience, dissemination of
good practice, hosting of international
conferences (Aalborg, Lisbon, Hannover)
and the organisation of awards. The Cam-
paign has also played its part in influenc-
ing the development of sustainable devel-
opment policy at European Union, Mem-
ber State (i.e. national governments), re-
gional and local levels.

These wide-ranging activities have been
possible through the promotion and de-
velopment of increased co-operation be-
tween networks of Local Authorities in
Europe and elsewhere working on sustain-
able urban development issues. Equally im-
portant has been the political and finan-
cial support from a number of bodies, par-
ticularly the European Commission (DG
Environment) and the cities of Aalborg
and Hannover, without which the Cam-

paign activities could not have been sus-
tained.

The structure of the
Campaign

During the Campaign period 1994-2000,
the basic Campaign structure revolved

around a co-ordination committee (Co-
Com) consisting of 5 local authority net-
works (ICLEI, CEMR, EUROCITIES,
UTO, and WHO — Healthy cities), plus
the cities of Aalborg and Hannover. DG
Environment and the EU Expert Group
on the Urban Environment, both with ob-
server status, also participated in the Co-
Com.

During the past 18 months, the Campaign
has undertaken a review of its structure. A
mapping exercise of local authority net-
works was undertaken and a dialogue proc-
ess initiated with a number of additional
local authority networks and other organ-
isations with an interest in sustainable de-
velopment at the local level. As a conse-
quence of this, a new Campaign structure
has been developed.

The structure is based on a Steering
Committee comprising of 10 networks
of local authorities and a Political Board
comprising of local political representa-
tives nominated by the 10 networks. The
Campaign's co-funders also sit on both
the Steering Committee and the Political
Board, as does the EU Expert Group on
the Urban Environment (observer status).

The 10 networks that sit on the Steering
Committee are the original five CoCom
members, plus the Association of Cities
and Regions for Recycling (ACRR), Cli-
mate Alliance, Energie-Cités, Medcités,
and the Union of the Baltic Cities (UBC).
The Steering Committee is the principal
body for the achievement of the Cam-
paign’s objectives, being responsible for
the overall management and development
of the Campaign.

The Political Board is presently being
developed and details of the board and its
remit will be made available in the near
future.

The organisation of the Steering Commit-
tee and Political Board, as well as the over-
all co-ordination of the Campaign is facil -
itated through a Campaign Office based
in Brussels.
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Campaign participants have multiplyed several times over the past 10 years.
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Within the framework described above,a | *

proposal for Campaign activities for the
period 2001-2003 was developed last
year. This proposal was submitted by
EUROCITIES on behalf of all Campaign
partners to the Furopean Commission (DG
Environment) within the framework of the
Community Framework for Co-operation
to promote Sustainable Urban Develop-
ment. The proposal was supported with
co-funding from Landeshauptstadt Han-
nover, Germany; Ajuntament y Diputacié
de Barcelona, Spain; Malmo Stad, Swe-
den and Coordinamento Italiano Agende
21 Locali, Italy.

The project proposal was successful. The
content of that proposal will now form
the basis for the Campaign's forthcoming
2-year work programme, which can be
split into 4 broad categories:

Co-operation and Co-
ordination Activitics

A series of meetings of the Campaign's
Steering Committee and Political Board
will be held during the course of the next
2 years as a means to promote co-opera-
tion and ensure co- ordination of activi-
ties. The Campaign office will be respon-
sible for the organisation of these meet-
ings.

Co-operation and co-ordination will also
be achieved through a variety of informa-
tion and dissemination mechanisms, such
as the publication of the Campaign news-
letter, the continual development of the
Campaign webpage and the monthly
emailing service. All such activities are
undertaken through the Campaign Office.

Thematic Working Sessions
on Urban Sustainable
Development

Each of the Campaign partners has a
wealth of experience and information at
their disposal. To maximise this available
knowledge, a series of six Thematic Work-
ing Sessions will be held during the peri-
od 2001-03. Each Session will focus on
cross cutting issues reflecting many of the
key policy developments at the European
level and in particular some of the key top-
ics of the 6™ Environmental Programme.
Each of the sessions will be led by one or
two of the Campaign networks which will
be small-scale in size and are based around
the following topics:

Evaluation: led by ICLEI — March 2002

¢ Environmental Governance: led by

EUROCITIES/UBC — May/June 2002

¢ (limate Change: led by Energy Cités/
Climate Alliance — September 2002

e Social Aspects of Sustainable Devel
opment: led by WHO — date to be

confirmed (tbc)

¢ Waste/Resource Management: led by
CEMR/ACCR —date (tbc)

¢ Environmental Management: led by

UTO/MedCités — date (tbc)

The ultimate output from the Working
Sessions will be the development of poli-
cy recommendations, which will be sent
to the EU institutions and at the same time
will be made available to Campaign par-
ticipants via the Campaign webpage.

Open Platform for Urban
Sustainability (OPUS)

The Campaign intends to provide amech-
anism for the development of a dialogue
platform on urban sustainability. OPUS
will help facilitate dialogue and increased
co-operation between all relevant actors
at the local and regional level. The con-
clusion from this horizontal debate among
local stakeholders will be brought to the
attention of the EU institutions. The aim
is to place the local and regional perspec-
tive at the heart of EU thinking on urban
sustainability.

This part of the Campaign’'s work pro-
gramme will be led by the EUROCITIES
and CEMR networks, who will develop it
in co-operation with all Campaign part-
ners. The meeting of the Platform is pro-
posed on an annual basis.

European Sustainable City
Award

The Campaign has organised a European
Sustainable City Award on three previous
occasions. It is the intention to organise
the next award during the course of 2002
with its presentation in 2003. The award
will be designed to recognise the signifi-
cant progress made by local authorities in
their sustainable development work, to
raise awareness and mobilise support for
sustainability, to highlight good examples
and encourage exchange of experiences
and networking. The award will be open
to all local authorities from across Europe.

The Campaign is there to help Local
Authorities implement a Local Agenda
21 strategy. This is done by providing

¢ theoretical information on how to

do this

¢ best practice on how other cities
have done in the past

* access to unlimited contact details
all over Europe

¢ the opportunity to be involved in the
activities of the Campaign as a whole
as well as all the Networks individu
ally

¢ aforum for debate and development
of ideas.

As such all participants are invited to
actively participate in the Campaign.
To take a leadership role through or-
ganising and participating in confer-
ences and workshops, to contribute to
the campaign newsletter, to submit their
project proposals and other news to the
Campaign Interactive website
(www sustainable-cities.org) and to
participate in the European Sustaina-

ble City Award.

Any European local authority is wel-
come to participate in the Campaign
by obtaining a political commitment to
(i.e. signing up to and adopting) the
Aalborg Charter, and adhering to the
aims and objectives of the Lisbon Ac-
tion Plan and the Hannover Call. Par-
ticipation in the Campaign is free of
charge.

More information:

European Sustainable Cities & Towns
Campaign

49-51 rue de Treves

B-1050 Brussels

Belgium

Tel: + 3222305351

E-mail: Campaign.office@skynet.be
Web: www sustainable-cities.org
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By Asa Lindstrom

The Union of the Baltic
Cities launched the sec-
ond survey concerning
the work with Local
Agenda 21 and sustaina-
ble development in its
member cities in October
2001. 85 out of 100
cities responded to the
questionnaire.

The results show that LA21 and sustaina-
ble development are familiar concepts to
the UBC cities, as 82 % currently have a
LA21 orsimilar process. Only a few cities
have not started the work for sustainable
development yet.

Since the UBC LA21 survey 1998, the
LA21 processes have become more ex-
tensive with a broader range of activities.
Noticeable is that during the last three
years LA2 1has been particularly progres-
sive in UBC cities in the eastern part of

Haoms Ag

By Risto Veivo

Ship traffic is nowadays
an important and still
increasing source of
emissions in Europe. It
causes emissions both at
sea and in harbours. As
part of UBC Agenda 21
Program, several har-
bours and harbour cities
are working together on
improving the environ-
mental policies and prac-
tices of harbours.

Not proposed, 6 %

No, LA21 ended, 2 %

No but planned, 9 %
| P

s

Yes, LA21,82 %

Local Agenda 21 Processes: Active, Planned or
Euded (w =85/85), UBC LA21 Survey, 2002,

Lindstrom

the region, which three years ago were
lagging behind other UBC cities.

One important reason for this could be
that the UBC, as a provider of help and
support to its member cities for the work
with LA21, has worked particularly hard
in promoting LA21 to the eastern cities. A

| o

On 15-16 March, these partners came
together once again, when the Sustaina-
ble Harbour Policy meeting was organ-
ised in Liibeck. The Hanseatic City of
Liibeck has the lead city role in the Sus-
tainable Harbour Policy Project within
UBC Agenda 21 Program. More than 20
people attended, representing the main
harbour cities and harbours of the Baltic
Sea. Experiences from several cities and
projects were shared, and discussions for
further co-operation on policy develop-
ment continued.

For example the host city, Liibeck, is car-
rying out precise ship emission studies and
developing technical solutions for the re-
duction of pollutant emissions, noise and
vibrations caused by diesel powered ships'
engines. Another important aspect is the
clarification of legal questions regarding
the boundaries between European envi-

result of this, on the other hand, can be
seen in the higher degree of acknowledge-
ment among the eastern cities in regard
to the services of UBC in supporting LA2 1
activities in the member cities.

The Baltic Sea region is considered to be
one of the most active regions in the world
inregard to work with LA21. It is great to
see that the UBC member cities have
come farin their LA2 1 work, that there is
continuing belief in and commitment to
LLA21 and that the UBC as a network can
have an impact on the region and on the
further development in regard to LA21.

We would like to thank all of you in the
cities, who provided us with useful and rel-
evant material. The report will be pub-
lished within April this year. If you would
like to obtain yur own copy, please con-
tact the Secretariat.

More information:

Ms Asa Lindstrom

Abo Akedemi University
Tel: +358-2-215 3403
E-mail: asa.lindstrom@abo.fi

ronmental legislation and international
maritime law, in order to implement the
array of proposed solutions and prevent
possible areas of conflict between nearby
residents, shipping and tourists.

The aim of the Harbours' 21 Project is to
bring together the cities, harbours, and
shipping companies to develop together
good policies and technical solutions. The
project is currently funded by the Federal
Environmental Ministry of Germany. Fur-
ther funding is to be sought from Interreg
[II B. As the Interreg application will most
likely be submitted in October, new cities
are still welcome to join the project. If you
are interested, please, contact the UBC
Commission on Environment Secretariat.

BCB Ewvironment 1/02
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By Tea Nommann

Sustainable development is development
that meets the needs of the present with-
out compromising the ability of future
generations to meet their own needs
(Brundtland Commission, 1987).

The question remains however how to
meet these various needs of different in-
terest groups and generations. To achieve
sustainable development requires chang-
es in the way policy is implemented and
monitored and sustainability performance
measured. As peoples needs are different
and difficult to measure the more opera-
tional definition of sustainability is increas-
ingly being used. This says that

- The development of the
society Is sustainable
when the total national
wealth and wellbeing are
not declining over time.*

The wealth of the nation is directly linked
to the total capital (resources and assets)
of the nation. In principle, the same could
be applicable to the cities. Total capital
stock includes produced capital (houses,
cars, streets, plants), natural capital (wa-
ter, air, land, parks, biodiversity), human
capital (educated and healthy people) as
well as social capital (personal and institu-
tional relationships). Nation's total wealth
is made up of its own as well as of its citi-
zens and enterprises assets.

Thus, it is vital that various assets are tak-
en care and not deteriorated carelessly. A
proper management of the available as-
sets should ensure the range of opportu-
nities for the current and future genera-
tions to satisfy their today's and future
needs.

Sustainable development is the process of
growing, maintaining and managing the
wealth of the society.

In order to maintain or increase the total
wealth the society needs to invest at least
in the same range as different capitals de-
preciate.

[t is important to distinguish the different
nature of investments. According to inter-
nationally agreed methodology of theSys-
tem of National Accounts investment is
money spent to buy produced assets (in-
frastructures, plants, machinery), which
will be used over the long period of time.
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Sustainable investment is money used to
increase value (quality, efficiency) of all -
produced, natural and human - capitals.

Some examples. Environmental invest-
ments into end-of-pipe technologies (fil -
ters on top of the stacks) cannot be re-
garded as sustainable investments. They
help to reduce the emissions but they do
not increase the efficiency of the produc-
tion process, thus reducing the materials
and energy throughput of the process.
Investments into the best available tech-
niques (BAT) are the only sustainable in-
vestments in that sense. Regarding human
capital investments are expenditures into
education and health. Unfortunately all
these expenditures are considered as cost
and not as asset by SNA system and re-
flected accordingly in the state or local
budgets. Money is spent sustainably when
the investment contributes to preventing
future problems. Increasing costs of fight-
ing problems like narcotics, AIDS, crimi-
nality and unemployment give us clear
signs that our investments to maintain and
increase human capital are far from ade-
quate.

The wealth of nations framework broad-
ens internationally agreed wealth indica-
tor, a gross domestic product, by means
of adding new assets and long-term per-
spective. It provides a portfolio manage-
ment approach to the development poli-
cy, also applicable at the level of munici-
palities to measure their sustainability per-
formance

UBC member cities can learn more about
the concept at www.worldbank.org/envi-
ronmentaleconomics.

* WorldBauk. 1007. Expanding the Measure of
Wealth. Indicators of Environmentaly Sustaina-
ble Development. ESSD Studies and Mownograph
Series No. 17, Washington, DC.

(LTS STAR 200

The Climate Alliance
invites all European cities
and municipalities to
participate in the award
“Climate Star 2002" with
their climate protection
activities. The goal is to
document experience and
success at the municipal
level and to highlight the
range of potential options
for action.

The contest shall illustrate the various lo-
cal benefits of active climate protection
efforts and shall underscore the need for
further concerted action at local level.

In the municipalities, where people live and
work, the energy is consumed that is the
prime factor in greenhouse gas emissions.
[t is here that awareness can be raised and
people motivated to make their own con-
tributions to protecting the world's climate.
Cities and municipalities have numerous
powers, options for intervention and op-
portunities to co-operate with the private
sector. It is clearest at the local level that
climate protection serves not only global
goals but also yields local benefits as job
creation, pollution and noise abatement
as well as incentives for innovation.

The award ceremony will take place on
28 Novemberin St. Polten, Austria. Rep-
resentatives of the winning municipalities
will be launced at a major public event,
where they will receive the Climate Star
for the first time.

Detailed information and the application
form are available through the website of
the Climate Alliance:

www klimabuendnis.org and can be sent
back by post, fax or e-mail.

More information:

Climate Alliance of European Cities
with Indigenous Rainforest Peoples
Tel:+49-69-717139-0
Fax:+49-69-717139-93

E-mail: europe@klimabuendnis.org
Web: www klimabuendnis.org




The Nordic-Baltic Regional

Environmental Office

By Paul Stephenson
The Nordic-Baltic Re-

gional Environmental
Office (REO) was estab-
lished in Copenhagen in
1998 as one of the U.S.
Department of State's
regional “"hubs” for envi-
ronment, science, tech-
nology, and health
(EST&H). The REO pro-
vides support for U.S.
diplomatic missions
around the Baltic Sea on
regional EST&H matters.

The Regional Environmental
Office supports the U.S. Gov-
ernment's broad policy objec-
tives in the Baltic Sea region.
Foremost among these is the
1997 Northern Europe Initiative
(NEI), which broadly parallels
the EU's Northern Dimension.
NEI secks to encourage govern- [ #
ment agencies, the private sec- -
tor, and the NGO community
to build a “culture of coopera-
tion” among the Baltic states,
northwest Russia, the Nordic
countries, Poland, and Germa-
ny. There are six priority areas
within the Initiative: business
and trade promotion, law en-
forcement, civil society, energy, FExpedition.
environment, and public health.

The REO focuses on the last three of pri-
orities: energy, environment, and public

health.

A co-operator rather than a
leader

The governments, NGOs, and inter-gov-
ernmental organizations in the Baltic re-
gion have considerable capacity and ex-
perience in addressing environmental is-
sues. Thus the REO seeks to work coop-
eratively through regional partners to fa-
cilitate rather than lead programs it sup-
ports. Itis important that the REO activ-
ities do not duplicate existing programs,
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These students took soil samples at last years Estonia GLOBE L;faming

that they fit into existing mechanisms, and
that they are part of a process rather than
a single event. Depending on the availa-
bility of funding, the ULS. normally helps
its cosponsors organize a program, pays
travel and lodging expenses for Baltic,
Polish, and Russian participants, and pro-
vides U.S.-based experts to participate in
the events. The REO normally looks to its
cosponsors to help identify participants
and project goals and to develop an agen-

da.

The REO is involved in a wide range of
environment, science, technology, sci-
ence, and health programs. In 1999-2000
it sponsored a series of workshops with
the Finnish Ministry of Health and UN-
AIDS to create and implement a regional
strategy for HIV/AIDS. That strategy is
now being implemented by the Infectious
Disease Task Force of the Council of Bal-
tic Sea States. The U.S. contributed

. . E".-.i-'...;: . .

$450,000 to support this effort.

The Office is also promoting development
of aregional alien invasive species strate-
gy in cooperation with the Global Inva-
sive Species Program and the Danish For-
est and Nature Agency. That effort seeks
to expand the Nordic inventory of alien
invasive species to cover the entire Baltic
Sea watershed, and to develop and imple-
ment a strategy to deal with these organ-
isms which pose a threat to the biodiversi-
ty and economies of the region.

In cooperation with the Arctic Council the
REO is establishing a network of schools
in the Arctic that will monitor POPs ( per-

sistant organic pollutant). The data will
be used by the Council to create a POPs
mitigation and reduction strategy.

GLOBE Learning
Expedition

In 2000, the U.S. organized and funded
the GLOBE Learning Expedition (see
www.globe.gov) in Estonia. This event
brought together over 200 students and
science teachers from nine countries in the
region. Their 3-day program involved tak-
ing, analyzing, and presenting various
environmental measurements and ex-
changing best practices in the teaching
of science. A similareventwill be held in
Norway this summer. The REO also gave
eight grants of about $2500 each to
schools around the Baltic Sea to fund en-
vironmental research projects they had
proposed.

Co-operation with UBC
The U.S. Regional Environmental Office

is now working with the UBC on a number
of sustainable development programs.
The REO will fund the travel of three ULS.
speakers to the Baltic region who will meet
with sustainable development practition-
ers here. The speakers will
also attend several UBC
events, including the April
UBC Urban Planning and
Transport meetings in Riga,
and the May UBC Commis-
sion on Environment and
Agenda 21 Working Group
Meeting in Nacka.

The US. is also working with
the UBC to organize aregion-
al local sustainable develop-
ment (SD) best practices
workshop for the fall of 2002.
At this event we hope to bring
together sustainable develop-
ment practitioners from the
area and from the U.S. to ex-
change experiences and ide-
as. Objectives for this event
are to strengthen and expand
the SD network, to “pair” Bal-
tic cities with cities in the ULS  interested
in SD, and to raise awareness of the im-
portance of sustainable development.

More information:

Mr Paul Stephenson, Counselor
U.S. Embassy

Dag Hammerskjolds Alle 24
2100 Copenhagen, Denmark
Tel: (45) 35-55-31-44 ext. 383
Fax: (45) 35-42-70-94

E-mail: stephensonpd@state.gov
www us-reo.dk
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EveryDay Environment

By Lidia Suokko
In Baltic Cities Environ-
mental Bulletin no. 2,
2001 you could read
about EveryDay Environ-
ment and get answers to
certain questions con-
cerning an Agenda 21
project run by the city of
Sundsvall during the
autumn of 2001.

Just how difficult is it to live in an environ-
mentally sound way, everyday? Can eve-
ryone, and do they have the energy to,
work for a better environment?

To answer these questions, 12 families
participated in a project to test different
measures for an improved environment.
One family conserved energy, several
composted and sorted their waste at
source. One family ate more environmen-
tally sound food (more vegetarian, more
game and lamb), another family purchased
more locally-grown and ecological prod-
ucts. One family learned eco-driving, an-
othercycled to work instead of taking the
caretc.

The families had volunteered to partici-
pate in the project and they received in-
formation and support from a variety of
experts. Every family kept a diary of how
they felt about the changes that environ-
mental adaptation involves as well as not-
ing successes and setbacks. During the
project the families were interviewed about
how they feel about their environmental
undertakings and their experiences have
been evaluated.

What are the results?

- A Sundsvall Project

=i il

Sorting the paper from other waste already at home was one of the themes the families had to test.

All of the families spared the environment
and almost all saved money. The efforts
that were more costly were the purchase
of ecologically and locally grown food
products. In Sweden, foodstuffs produced
in an environmentally sound manner are
approximately 20% more expensive than
those produced conventionally. The lo-
cal production of foodstuffs in Sweden is
low and therefore a great deal is imported
from other countries.

The families’' thoughts

The families have acquired both knowl-
edge and habits that benefit the environ-
ment, their health and their wallets. They
will continue their efforts and inspire oth-
erresidents of Sundsvall to alter their be-

During project (13 weeks)

On an annual basis

Reduction of waste volume(kg) - 138 kg - 500 kg
Collected newsprint (kg)* + 144 kg + 619 kg
Recycled material (kg) + 46 kg + 182 kg
Hot water conservation (1) - 3,7001 - 15,0001
Reduced petrol consumption (I) - 3601 -1,4401
Reduction in CO, emissions (kg)- 230 kg - 920 kg
Financial gain (euro) + 250 euro + 1000 euro

*The families saved two trees during the project and can save an additional six trees
if they continue to recycle paper at the same rate during the balance of the year.
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haviour. Simple and everyday undertak-
ings, preferably one at a time, mean that
the work is not too heavy. On the contra-
ry! The families felt that “it was good for
both body and soul. Now it just happens”.

All of the families recommend that others
begin to work on altering their lifestyles.
Knowledge and commitment are the cor-
nerstones in learning to live in amore en-
vironmentally sound fashion.

What happens next?

The project continues in new forms. There
is a host of different proposals for the de-
velopment of EveryDay Environmentun-
dertakings. Project experience will be
spread via a number of different channels
including the mass media, information
binders and publications as well as a web
page www.sundsvall.se/s-kommun/miljo/
livsmilj All residents of Sundsvall will be
invited to work in a manner similar to the
families involved in the project. The resi-
dents of one neighbourhood will be en-
couraged to cycle to and from work to-
gether with the participating family. One
of the other families will have an "open
house” to show the environmental and fi-
nancial benefits of applying the methods
tested within the scope of EveryDay En-
vironment.

Interesting times ahead!

More information:

Ms Lidia Suokko

Agenda 21 Information Officer
E-mail: lidia.suokko@sundsvall.se
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Environment has become
cleaner around Cesis

By Aina Krastina

The Municipality of Ce-
sis has implemented Wa-
ter and Waste Water
project. The aim of the
project was to upgrade
water and waste water
services in the city.

Main task in the waste water section was
the finalisation of the Waste Water Treat-
ment Plant (WWTP) which was commis-
sioned in March 1997. Other tasks done
to improve waste water discharge and
treatment were the construction of the
sewerage pumping station, construction

of the inlet and outlet to the WWTP and
removal of the old WWTP.

The bulk input has been made in the wa-
tersupply area. An iron removal plant with
design capacity of 10,200 m3/d was con-
structed in 2001. Before the project the
quality of delivered water was unsatisfac-
tory due to high concentration of iron and
manganese. T he separation of iron is done
by chemical flocculation and the concen-
tration of iron in the treated water now
equals 0.01 to 0,2 mg/l (before 0.22 to
3.2.). The Plant serves the needs of today
but affects also the future as the water qual-
ity must meet the EU and WHO require-
ments.

To secure that the treated water is not
contaminated while it reaches consumers

Vinda, the local water and waste enter-
prise, has flushed the entire network sev-
eral times. Four new wells have been drilled
and associated mechanical and electrical
equipment installed in the wellfield instead
of the old ones which had low efficiency
and were disposed to contamination from
floods. Now the wells are operated by the
remote control system having link with
the iron removal plant and the reservoirs.

Within the project also the valves and
hydrants have been replaced thus consid-
erably reducing burst rate in water supply
network. The level Il pumping station has
been refurbished including new pumps,
suction and delivery pipework and simple
MCC system to maintain pressure in the
supply zone. Also the reconstruction of
water reservoirs was implemented. Two
water towers and a reservoir in pumping
station were refurbished.

Total costs of the project equal 4,5 mil-
lion EUR. The project was co-financed by
NEFCO, Governments of Finland and
Norway, EU Phare program funds, Latvi-
an state investments, Cesis City council
investment and Vinda's internally gener-

ated funds.

More information:

Ms Inta Adamsone
Co-ordinator of Agenda 21
Tel: +3714123685

Fax: +3714122031

E-mail vide.cesis@e-apollo.lv

In the Iron Removal Plant the treated water is pumped back into the network.
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Environmental
problems to
solve

By Galina Belkina

Air pollution from coal-
run-boilers and old sew-
erage system are environ-
mental problems that the
City of Cronstadt in Rus-
sia needs to solve.

Functioning of small coal-run boiler-hous-
es is one of the main problems as the boil -
ers are the biggest source of air pollution
in the town. They also cause diseases in
breathing organs. As a result of the equip-
ment's wear and tear these boilers’ condi-
tion is extremely unsatisfactory. Calcula-
tions show that the concentrations of ni-
trogen oxide, ashes and vanadium oxide
exceed the maximum levels allowed at the
moment.

Besides boilers running on ecologically
clean fuel there are two dozen boilers be-
longing to the Ministry of Defence that
run on coal and black oil (mazut). Intro-
ducing systems of local purification of
emitted gases would allow a decrease in
discharges into atmosphere of 2660 tons/
year.

Existing sewerage leads to

the Gulf of Finland

Existing direct sewerage emissions dis-
charged to the Gulf of Finland per day are
ca. 10 000 m? of non-purified sewage of
domestic and industrial waste including
hazardous waste. As all the 52 sewerage
emissions belong to the Ministry of De-
fence and are located in the central part
of Cronstadt, their handing over to the
town collectors would be extremely ex-
pensive and complicated. At the present
the town sewage also hasn't got any extra
capacities on sewerage pumping stations,
on admission capacity of street collectors
or productivity of sewerage purification
structures.

But there is a way of solving this problem.
The oil-contaminated waters currently
thrown into the Gulf of Finland could be
transported to a liquid fuel warehouse.
This warehouse belongs to the Ministry
of Defence and it is especially equipped
for purifying oil containing sewerage wa-
ters. At present this equipment demands
funds for its modernisation.
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Non-toxic emissions

An ecologically clean garbage-processing
plant of small capacity (about 80 000 m?*/
a) is needed in Cronstadt. At the present
domestic garbage is taken 26 km out of
town thus causing more costs in its trans-
portation. Also a dump situated on the is-
land causes harm to the environment.

At present there are several possible
projects of garbage processing to be dis-
cussed but there is no final variant of its
construction yet. When the free econom-
ic zone developes in Cronstadt, the prob-
lem could become more difficult and thus
present unfavourable situation for the in-
habitants.

Planting trees protection line in the resi-
dential apartment blocks 19A and 19B is
extremely needed as the ring-road con-
struction makes environmental situation
more complicated for people living near-
by and aggravates the alarming back-
ground existing at the moment. Trees and
gardens should be planted in the territory
about 20 ha in total. As trees grow slowly
this problem should be solved as soon as
possible.

Emissions from and of the
ships

A supporting point of oil floods liquida-
tion was organised 1998 in Cronstadt.
That allowed to solve problems of pollut-
ing water areas of the Gulf of Finland to
some extent, but the problem of sewerage
waters coming from the ships remains
unsolved and demands for immediate at-
tention.

The same problem conserns also the cit-
ies of St Petersburg, Lomonosov and Ses-
troretsk. The development of material and
technical base of Cronstadt supporting
point would allow to decrease this prob-
lem intensity.

Problems are many as within the last years
the island of Kotlin has turned to be ‘the
island of the ships submerged’ with a pan-
orama being unattractive both from envi-
ronmental and aesthetic point of view.
Dozens of rusty obsolete ships and ves-
sels are located in the embankment and in
the harbours. Their owners as a rule being
representatives of the Ministry of Defence
do not have the funds to cut no more than
3 ships/ a causing that year after year the
amount of such ships just increases.

Former town dump causes
environmental problems

The former town dump of domestic gar-
bage that was closed 1987 is also causing
worries. Several sanitary and chemical
analyses of the dump soil, occupying 12
ha and located in the direct closeness to
the Gulf of Finland, have been arranged.
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The analyses show that the maximum al-
lowed concentrations of the substances
like arsenic, cadmium, lead (1* type of
danger), and cobalt, nickel, and copper
(2" type of danger) have exceeded. The
decrease mentioned appears to be a typi-
cal one for practically all the indexes of
harmfulness including translocation, mi-
gration and common sanitary and is con-
sidered to be soil with extremely danger-
ous pollution made by man.

We have arranged the programme of com-
plex investigation of the town dump and

the project of its repeated cultivation, but
because of lack of finances the programme
was not realized. Depending on investi-
gations' results we'll prepare a project on
liquidation or repeated cultivation of this
dump.

More information:

Ms Galina Belkina

Tel: +7-812-236 4351

Fax: +7-812-435 0742
E-mail: kanekrns@gov.spb.ru

New and safe sewage sludge
storage places in Panevezys

By Zita Toerkute

The City of Panevezys
started using the new
dried sewage sludge stor-
age places with the quan-
tity 426 000 m?, in the
Waste Treatment Plant of
Water Supply Company
in November 2001.

Simultaneously the loading of sludge and
transportation was modernised. The new
sludge storage places
are results of the first
phase of Panevezys
Water Management
Economy Investment
project “Reconstruc-
tion of Panevezys
Waste Water Treat-

ment Plant”.

The treatment of
waste water started in
Panevezys back in
1979. At that time the
industry of the city
had much pollutant
technologies and not
all the companies pos-
sessed the primary
waste water treatment
methods. As a result
the sludge was pollut-
ed by heavy metals. This also caused that
it was impossible to use it in agriculture.

By the end of 1990's the amount of sludge
had filled all the storage places equipped
at that time. The sludge continued to be

stored in overfilled reservoirs and these
caused a security risk to the Nevezis river.
But during the last decay the environmen-
tal rules have became very strict. That
meant, that in order to protect water res-
ervoirs, especially the Baltic Sea, from
heavy metals, it was necessary to equip
ecologically safe waste water sludge stor-
age places.

The sludge storage project was supported
by EC PHARE programme (10 min. Li-
tas), by the Panevezys Municipality and
by bankloans.

We hope that having the existing amount
of sludge the storage places could serve
the city for the next 15 years.

Mayor of Panevezys, Mr.Valdemaras Jakstas (right), and Councellor
Mr.Marc Vaundbrabaut (left), from EU Delegation of the European

Commission to Lithuania, opening the new sewage sludge storage places.

More information:

Ms. Zita Tverkute

E-mail: ekologija@panevezys.sav It
Tel: + 370 45 501217

Fax: + 370 45 501352
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Guidelines for a Sustainable
City Development in Roctock

By Dr. Hiurich Lembcke

The City Council of the
Hanseatic City of Ros-
tock decided on Guide-
lines for city develop-
ment in December 2000.
Now Rostock has a long-
term activity framework
which orientates to the
aims of local agenda 21
and which is supported
by the inhabitants.

The framework represents a consensus
among different points of view of organi-
zations, associations, companies, church,
Unions, policy and administration. Com-
mon aim is to establish an economically
successful municipality that takes respon-
sibility for resources and the principles of
social justice.

Under the leadership of the Local Agen-
da 21 Office a working group within the
administration worked out the aims of a
sustainable city development and put
them up for public discussions. Many or-
ganizations, companies, institutions as
well as inhabitants took part in the discus-
sions and made proposals for the future.
The Agenda 21-working groups and -
council also gave valuable comments du-
rng the discussions. The local governmen-
tal committees and the representatives of
19 city district councils as well had an in-
tense look at the Guidelines for City de-
velopment. All recommendations were
carefully balanced by The Agenda 21
Office and mainly included into the con-
ception.
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Guidelines make good base
for Agenda 21
The Guidelines decided by the City Coun-

cil represent a good basis for agenda-work
and the Agenda 21 Local Action Pro-
gramme. An important step towards this
direction is the elaboration of programmes
for the development of the city districts.
Within this year we will start to work out
objectives and measurements together
with the inhabitants for the future devel-
opment of the city districts.

At the moment we are working out sus-
tainability indicators. They will be the
most important part of an inter-depart-
mental controlling for the realization of
the Guidelines for the city development.
Once a year our Lord Mayor will inform
the City Council, the Agenda 21-partici-
pants and the administration about the
reached level of sustainability by means
of the indicators.

By the decision for Guidelines for our city
development Rostock contributes to both
sustainable development in the Baltic re-
gion and the implementation of BALTIC
21 as well.

Guidelines soon in English

The Guidelines are available as a brochure
and in the internet website of Rostock. At
the moment, unfortunately, there is only
a flyer in English about the Guidelines.
During this year we plan to publish a short
English version of them.

More information:

Dr. Hinrich Lembcke

Local Agenda 21 Office

Tel: +49-381-456250

Fax: +49-381-4562616
E-mail: agenda2 1@roctock.de

Environmental
Education

By Elena Sivolob

Project “Environmental
Education at School” was
implemented in January -
October 2001 in the city

of Pushkin,
St.Petersburg. It is part

of a bigger project "Eco
City Pushkin” which has

been carried out since
1997.

The responsibility of the project has been
carried out by Pushkin City Administra-
tion, consulting company Regional Eco-
nomic Development Agency, Ltd. (REDA)
and Green City Denmark A/S.

The main idea was to introduce new meth-
ods of environmental education at second-
ary schools on the basis of Danish envi-
ronmental software. The schoolchildren
were tought how to save energy and pre-
serve the environment in their everyday

life.

Project participants on the Russian side
were from Pushkin local education author-
ity and School No. 408 where environ-
mental lessons had already been in the
curriculum for a certain period. Participants
on the Danish side were from Vestre
School of Silkeborg where the environ-
mental topic was widely incorporated in
the learning process. Mr. Kim Broebech,
Headmaster of Vestre School, offered two
environmental software programs which
had been written by his school staff.

Computer programs as
teachers

One of these programs teaches children
how to save electricity, heat and water,
and how to collect and separate waste, all
in everyday life — at school and at home.
The other program consisted of spread-
sheets to be used for recording daily con-
sumption of energy, water, paper for print-
ed copies, as well as quantity of collected
waste (broken down by waste types: for
disposal, for recycling, hazardous waste
for special treatment, etc.).

Monthly and annual figures are calculat-
ed automatically using the daily records.
In this way, the school can obtain annual
consumption data after the first year and
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use them as reference figures, a basis for
developing energy saving actions.

Unlike in Denmark, where the savings
made by schools as a result of more effi-
cient energy use can be spent on that
school's own needs, Russian schools do
not have their own energy budget and
therefore lack the economic motivation
to save energy. However, the situation
may change in the near future. In the mean-
while, the schoolchildren will learn how
to take the meter readings, fill out energy
consumption spreadsheets, and separate
waste.

Both of the programs have been translat-
ed into Russian by REDA experts and
handed over to School No. 408. The stu-
dents started to use them in their studies
last summer, 2001.

The results were presented
to town lcaders last autumn

In October2001, the project results were
presented to the educational sector, local
administrations and private entities of
St Petersburg, Leningrad Oblast and Mos-
cow. By the end of 2001, several more
copies of the software were installed in
the cities of St Petersburg, Ekaterinburg,
Russia, and in Kiev, the Ukraine.

The schoolchildren were very enthusias-
tic about the project: they created an En-
vironmental Council at their school, start-
ed investigations of water consumption,
made interesting proposals on how to cut
down water and electricity costs, and in
general, were eager to contribute to the
energy saving process.

The Project gave an impetus to exchange
of experience in the field of environmen-
tal education between Russian and Dan-
ish educational institutions. [t provided a
modern tool for environmental teaching
in Russian schools. The Project results
show that it has a good potential for fol-
low-up all over Russia.

More information:

Ms Elena Sivolob

Deputy Director for International
Development

Tel.. (7-812) 388 92 68

Tel./Fax: (7-812) 388 8529
E-mail: reda@reda.spb.ru
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Environmental Protection of
China in Lithuanians eyes

By Marija Stanikiiniene

Group of Kaunas City
representatives were in-
vited to participate at the
international exhibition
“Environment and green
planning” in China by
our twin city Xiamen
(Fuokijano province)
officials on November
2001. Vicemayor Arvy-
das Garbaravicius, Ad-

ministrator Robertas
Stanionis and Head of
Environmental Protection
Department Ms. Marija
StanikGniene represented
achievements of environ-
mental protection in our
city.

Representatives from twin cities from Ja-
pan, New Zealand and Netherland were
invited as well to this city situated at the
mouth of the Jiulong river .

An active information campaign in Xia-
men demonstrates well-organized promo-
tional-information activities, big invest-
ments and has foreseen large city inhabit-
ant's interest to a clean and healthy envi-
ronment.

Green thinking in Xiamen

Xiamen is a typical Asian city with mod-
ern city planning and densely built multi-
story houses. Great attention is paid to
green planning using various plants, un-
der careful supervision. However, green
areas are only 8 m® per citizen compared
to 25 m’ in Kaunas.

Collected waste is burned without any
sorting, and there is a terrible drinking
water quality problem because of a poor
water supply system. However, favorable
geographical situation ensures good air
quality without significant investments.

The movement of “Green cities” is analog
to our "Healthy cities” movement. A well-

organized environmental education net-
work at schools gives opportunity to take
care about the environment and the title
"Green ambassador” is a great honour for
citizens.

An interesting fair was a ceremony called
"Fish release”. Little sturgeons were float-
ed to the sea after speeches and songs.
The fair was first organized during the
Environmental exhibition.

Geographical location helps
the environment

A special part of Xiamen is its location on
a small island. This means that one can
only arrive here by boat. Any transport,
including bicycles, is restricted in the is-
land. Streets are no more than one meter
of width. The waste management system
implemented there is also special: waste
collectors push forward carts with large
wheels to a special boat.

Ms. Marija Stanikuniene at the Environment
and Green Planning Exbibition in Xiamen.

New fair in next September

The National China Environmental Fair
will be organized 5-7 September 2002.
We recommend Europeans to look for
possibilities to learn some environmental
lessons there.

More information:

Ms Vilija Guzyte

Tel: + 370-7-424706

Mob: + 370-80-90936
Fax: + 370-7-423724
E-mail: vilijag@kaunas.sav.1t
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Bats have raised a lot of interest - here

Bats in Kaunas

By Giedre Birute Rondamanskiene

Bat population in Kaunas
is endangering as it is
doing worldwide. Many
species have become
uncommon everywhere.
The largest bat popula-
tion in Europe hibernates
in Kaunas forts and
blindages where there are
about two thousand ani-
mals during wintertime.

Representatives of eight species out of
these two thousand are included in the
Lithuanian Red book, for example Myotis
dasycneme Boie, M. brandti Eversman
and Barbastella Scheber. Some of the spe-
cies, e.g. M.daubentonii Kuhl and M. nat-
teri Kuhl are more common in Kaunas area.
The bats have been given a special status
in Lithuania because of the bat diversity
decrease in Europe.

Kaunas City Municipality established elev-
en local bat reserves in 1991 to protect
national bat diversity. The reserves were
named after surrounding villages and riv-
ers. The statute of every reserve limits eco-
nomic activities in the area to ensure bat
protection, it prohibits to change environ-
ment and to visit the reserves from Sep-
tember to May.

Bats are mammalian order with many spe-
cies, so they are very important indicators
of environmental changes. Consequent-
ly, the bat observation plays important
role in the Common Environmental Pro-
tection Strategy.

Study made in 1999 in Kaunas showed
some imperfections which stimulated en-
vironmental protection specialists to start
a detail biotope research to ensure proper
conditions for animal hibernation and
population protection.

We can be proud of stabilized population
in the hibernation places, living condi-
tions. However, we need sources to fi-
nance more detailed research, bat popu-
lation protection and information cam-
paign.

More information:

Ms Vilija Guzyte

Tel: + 370-7-424706

Fax: + 370-7-423724
E-mail: vilijag@kaunas.sav It
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Daubenton's bat hibernating bappily in an old army cave near Turku centre. Left wnused but still

are experiences from Lithuania and Finland

y
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guarded this cave hosted more thaw forty bats. It seems essential to establishment of larger winter
colonies that the hibernation places are left undisturbed for quite a long period.

Lonely Bats of Turku Area

By Petteri Vibervaara and Harri Vebvildinen

During winter 2002, a
pilot study was conduct-
ed to locate the hiberna-

tion localities of bats in
Turku and surrounding
areas. From more than
one hundred places
searched bats were found
in twenty cellars or
caves. Only one deserted
army cave hosted more
than forty bats (Myotis

spp.).

In all other hibernation places mean
number of bats were 2.2, median being
one. Most common finding was lonely
Northern bat (Eptesicus nilssonii) from
cellars of old houses.

The abundances of Finnish bats are still
largely unknown due to lack of research
efforts, but from information gathered
from public and amateur bat watchers
summer colonies exceed known hiberna-
tion populations both in species and indi-
vidual numbers. It has been claimed that
most Finnish bats would migrate south to
hibernate, but there is no evidence or ob-

servation of such activity. After the pilot
study we have received alot of public ob-
servations and suggestions of possible hi-
bernation places around Turku area.

Next winter we have planned to investi-
gate possible bat hibernation places more
systematically across southwest Finland
and especially Finnish Archipelago. The
environmental factors determining possi-
bility of bats to hibernate in their north-
ernmost distribution would be essential to
find out in order to be able to protect their
populations. We are planning to co-oper-
ate with The Finnish Defence Forces and
national forest management organisation,
Metsishallitus, which are managing large
areas with potential hibernation places.

Abundance and distribution of Finnish bat
species will be studied also during next
summer. Bat activity will be monitored
withultrasound detectors in several islands
in archipelago by line transect methods.

In order to establish proper protection and
management practices of hibernating bat
population of Finland we are delighted to
receive any information of possible ob-
servations of bats during winter as well as
financial support to our beginning project.

More information:

Mr Petteri Vihervaara

E-mail: Petteri. Vihervaara@utu fi
Mr Harri Vehvildinen

E-mail: Harri. Vehvilainen@utu. fi
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Weasnres for Redueing Land-
fll of Biodegradable Waste

The European Environment Agency
(EEA) has recently issued a study on the
status of biodegradable waste in Europe.
[t highlights the differences between the
national strategies drawn up, the meth-
ods currently used and the alternatives to

landfill available.

More information: Mr Tony Carritt, Me-
dia Relations Manager

Tel: +45 3336 7147

F: +45 3336 7198

[vesting - Heritage

The ‘Investing in Heritage' Interna-
tional Conference in Newcastle upon Tyne
in July this year will bring together the
many different organisations that are in-
volved in regenerating Europe's Historic
Cities. Whether your interests lie in herit-
age, conservation or development, this In-
ternational Conference will offer you a
chance to network and exchange good
practice with other practitioners working

in this field.

The principal aim of the Conference
is to establish an International network of
Historic Cities in conjunction with the
European Association of Historic Towns
and Regions to promote the transfer of
good practice, backed up by professional
secondments.

More information:
http//:www.investinginheritage.com/ or
contact the Conference Office at

Tel: +44 (0) 0191 241 4523

Fax:+44 (0) 0191 2453802

E-mail: heritage@benchcom.co.uk

Clean After Tour Dog

Educational project ,Clean after your
dog" was organised within the realisation
of Local Agenda 21 programme by Envi-
ronment and Agriculture Department of

Gdynia City Hall.

[ts most important part was the draw-
ing competition for the best poster re-
minding about cleaning after one's dog. A
few hundred pupils from Gdynia primary
schools participated in this competition.

One of the aims of this project was to
draw citizens' attention to this apparently
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petty problem and remind them that clean-
ing after one's dog belongs to everybody's
duty and shows good manners. The com-
petition was to make people more sensi-
tive to the problem of city pollution by
dog excrements, which when rinsed by
rain flow to rivers and brooks. And these
waters are one of the most important fac-
tors of water biological contamination. All
this has an influence on the condition of
Gdynia's water resorts.

This competition was the first stage of
the project. Thirty most interesting works
will be exhibited in the City Hall and in
spring the best poster will be printed and
distributed in the city. The action of pa-
per bag distribution for dog excrements is
still being run.

More information: Mr Adam Kaldunski
Tel: +48 58 66171 75
E-mail: a kaldunski@miasto.gdynia.pl

stockholm To0th Aniversary

Stockholm is one of the world's most
attractive capitals. The city rests on a pri-
meval rock created by violent forces a
couple of billion years ago. During the
billenniums that followed, the sun, wind
and water blasted and shaped the rift val-
leys and fault scarps that make up the net-
work of lakes and the archipelago. Much
later, Northern Europe was covered by a
sheet of ice several hundred metres thick,
which forced the land down beneath it.
When the ice melted and the land
emerged, the landscape that is Stockholm
was created.

When Stockholm celebrates its 750th
anniversary this year, it looks back to its
inception in 1252. This was when the
founder of Stockholm, Birger Jarl, drew up
two documents dated and signed in Stock-
holm. The documents do not actually re-
late to Stockholm, but do confirm that Jarl
was in Stadsholmen (the Old Town) that
year. This is the oldest instance of the use
of the name Stockholm.

From 1 to 8 June, Stockholm will be
holding its anniversary festival. During the
week, the city will seethe with life, move-
ment and the party spirit. We shall be ex-
ploring present-day Stockholm and future
plans for the city. Through exhibitions,
performances and concerts, we shall show
the latest developments in design, archi-
tecture, I'T and music.

More information: www.stockholm.se

COnference on- Local
sstaimability Indicators

Post-Johannesburg and in the lead up
to the European Strategy on the Urban
Environment, PASTILLE (Promoting Ac-
tion for Sustainability Through Indicators
at the Local Level in Europe) and Europe-
an Common Indicators (£C/) will be hold-
ing a joint conference on Local Sustaina-
bility Indicators. The conference will take
place in London on 12-13 September
2002 and will provide a timely opportuni-
ty to share cutting-edge action research
from across Europe on the effective use of
sustainability indicators in bringing about
real change at the local level.

The conference will be particularly
useful for practitioners and decision-mak-
ers from all policy areas, seeking to devel-
op and use indicators to measure change.
Those directly involved in sustainable de-
velopment, Local Agenda 21, public par-
ticipation and urban development, as well
as researchers in these areas, will benefit
particularly from the innovative research
and the feedback from practitioners.

More information on the conference:
http//-www lse.ac.uk/Depts/geography/
Pastille/conference htm

Other matters, please contact:

Ms Wendy Foulds

Tel: +44 20 7849 4951

E-mail: pastille@Ise ac.

More information on European Common
Indicators:
http//:www.sustainable-cities.org/
sub10 html
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areen Tision Festival 2007

This year St. Petersburg will organise
the Seventh International Environmental
Film Festival “Green Vision". We kindly
invite you and your colleagues to take part
in the event or to help us to find new films
for the competition. We are particularly
interested in films about Baltic Sea region.

The guidelines and entry forms can

be requested at ECAT-St. Petersburg.

Tel/fax: +7(812) 233 83 01 or
+7 (512) 850 14 92
E-mail: ecatsp@spb cityline.ru.

ulobal Local Agenda 2] Survey

From November 2000 to December
2001, ICLEI undertook a global survey of
Local Agenda 21 processes with the UN
Secretariat for the World Summit on Sus-
tainable Development and in collabora-
tion with the UN Development Pro-
gramme Capacity 21.

The Survey Report documents the ex-
tent to which local authorities have re-
sponded to Agenda 21, the global action
plan stemming from the 1992 Rio Earth
Summit. The Local Agenda 21 Survey, Fi-
nal Survey Report is now completed and
is available for viewing. (pdfformat)

Please email 1a2 1_survey@iclei.org for
further information.

Web:www iclei.org

Kunrad Otho-Eimnernann i
fle New Secrefary General

Konrad Otto-Zimmermann has been
appointed [CLEI's Secretary General. He
succeeds Sean Southey who resigned from
this position to return to the UN Devel-
opment Programme. Mr. Otto-Zimmer-
mann has previously served as [CLEI's
Deputy Secretary General and is well
known among ICLEIl's worldwide mem-
bership and associates.

Mr. Otto-Zimmermann began his role
as Secretary-General and head of [CLEI's
World Secretariat on January 3,2002. At
present, he will divide his time between
[CLEI's offices in Freiburg and Toronto.

More information: www iclei.org
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Agreement reached on 6° AP

On 13 March 2002, the Council and
the European Parliament made a final deal
on the proposed 6th Environmental Ac-
tion Programme. It is a compromise be-
tween the two actors, and it takes into con-
sideration some of the Parliament's key
issues.

On 19 March, the joint text were for-
mally adopted by the Conciliation com-
mittee. Thereafter, it will be submitted for
approval by the European Parliament and
the Council at a third reading (normally
without debate). The Parliament's third
reading is planned for May 2002.

Hotel Helka 1s a Green Hote

The hotels around the City of Helsin-
ki have been able to apply for a Green
Hotel Badge since 1999. The Badge is
awarded for hotels which have used envi-
ronmentally friendly actions in all their
everyday work regarding running of the
hotel. The Badge is awarded for three years
at the time.

Today there are four Green Hotels
around City of Helsinki, the latest one
being Hotel Helka. Previously the Badge
has been awarded to Best Western Sea-
side Hotel, Scandic Hotel Gateway and
HYY Hostel Academica.

IHREA HOTELLI
YMPARISTOA AJATELLEM

., r

CROMA HOTELLET GREEM HOTEL
H i Tedl B MR RAT
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(yeling and Health 1o (ites

In the European Union, 80% of all per-
sonal journeys are made by car, and 50%
of these trips are shorter than 5km in
length. Cycling offers a practical, quick,
healthy, and low cost alternative to make
many of the trips currently made by car.
In recent years the bike has again become
a realistic mode of transport in a number
of cities in Europe, thanks to the develop-
ment of integrated policies and infrastruc-
ture to promote cycling. However the
potential of cycling still remains largely
untapped, and even cities that have been
successful in promoting cycling continu-
ally have to confront deterrents.

. Photo from Malmés, Sweden

The WHO Centre for Urban Health
has recently completed a 2 year pilot with
8 European cities project to promote cy-
cling as part of a sustainable, energy effi-
cient transport policy. /n Tandem (pro-
motion of energy efficient personal trans-
portin a network of European Cities) used
health arguments to help bring cycling and
walking into the mainstream of city trans-
port policy and practice in Europe. The
aim was to support local governments to
overcome barriers, and to increase levels
of cycling through the use of twinning and
exchange of experience. The results and
key lessons learned are summarised in a
brochure ‘cycling and health in cities'.

The project was partially funded by
the Commission of the European Union
DGTREN, Energy and Transport, under
its SAVE Il programme to promote ener-
gy efficiency. The following were associ-
ate partners in the project: Kosice Healthy
City (Slovakia); Orebro Kommun (Swe-
den); Dublin Healthy City (Ireland);
Sandnes Kommune (Norway); Miejski
Zarzad Drog w Toruniu (Torun MZ) (Po-
land); Commune di Ferrara (Italy), Ville
de Nancy (France);Ville de Rennes
(France).

More details about the project can be
found on the WHO healthy cities web-

site: www.euro.who.int/healthy-cities
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UBC EnvCom in New Premises

The UBC Environmental and

Agenda 21 Secretariat

moved into old but modern

facilities in January. The

house is from the 18" centu-

ry and it is called “The rope-

makers house” according to

The current UBC Commission on Environment its first inhabitants. It has
staff: Tea, Sanna, Risto and Sari been renovated in co-opera-
tion with museum officials,

so the feeling of history

remains. In addition to being

the working office for the

secretariat, it is also at least

to some extent an “open

house” for all interested in

Baltic co-operation.

The purpose of the secretariat is to serve
UBC member cities in environmental and
Agenda 21 co-operation. The secretari-
atteam, of currently five persons, serves
the member cities by organising joint ac-
tivities and projects. The team members
are prepared to help you in getting in-
volved in the activities. You can reach us
for example by e-mail at ubcenv@netti fi.
And once you come to Turku, please, do
visit the place!

One of the current activities in develop-
ingthe “new” secretariatis creation of a
small-scale Baltic Cities' Library. This
means that we will collect environmen-
tal and other information materials and
publications from all member cities.

Sanna Erkko and Michael Spittlehouse
are responsible for this work at the sec-
retariat. They will be contacting all mem-
ber cities during May-June. Please, be
prepared to help them a little, sowe can
include information from your city into
the Library. Later on, this may help some-

We share the premisies with the South West one tofind your city as a partner.
Finland LA21 Office. Here are Mrs Helena
Nikkanen (left) and Mrs Jaana ITtila-Laine.

Photos: Minna Nummelin, South West Finland LA2 1

Contact information:
UBC Commission on Environment, Linnankatu 41, 20100 Turku, Finland
Tel: +358-2-262 3171, Fax: +358-2-253 8613, E-mail: ubcenv@netti.fi or ubc@turku.fi
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Stockholm Partnerships for Sustainable
Cities

5 - 8 June 2002 in Stockholm, Sweden.

The aim of the event is to supportnetworking for the
purpose of a better understanding of sustainableinitia-
tives across borders, cultures and economies. It focuses
on the positive effects of modern technology creative
urban management responses as well as community-
based proactiveinitiativesand wishes to highlight exist-
ing solutions for urban sustainability byproviding a plat-
form for demonstration and inspiration.

Contact: Ms Lena Kling, Project co-ordinator, Stock-
holm Partnerships for Sustainable Cities, The City of
Stockholm Economic Develompent Agency

Tel: +46 8 50828 015

Mobile: +46 70 47 28 015

Fax: +46 8 508 28 030

www partnerships.stockholm se

UBC Executive Board Meeting

The 34™ UBC Executive Board Meeting will be held in
Viljandi, Estonia, on 7-8 June 2002.

Part of the meeting (Saturday, June 8) comprising re-
ports from the UBC working Commissions will be
opened to all member cities.

Contact: Ms Sirje Lossi, UBC Contact Person

City Hall, Linnu 2, EE-71020 Viljandi, Estonia

Tel. + 372 43 547 30

Fax + 372 43 547 12

Mobile: +372 53 407 943

E-mail: sirjel@lv.viljandimaa.ee

Role of the Municipalities in a Liberalised
Energy Market
13-14 June 2002 at Odense, Denmark Energie-Cités

organise a seminar concerning the role of the munici-
palities in a liberalised energy market.

Energie-Cités is an association of European municipali-
ties which promotes sustainable local energy policies.

Contact: Energie-Cités

Fax:+33 3 815073 51

Email: sem2002@energie-cites.org
http://www energie-cites.org/en/news htm

Renewable Energy Expo 2002

1-3 July 2002, in KéIn Messe, Cologne, Germany.

Contact: Ms. Diana SchmeiBer , Reed Exhibitions Deut-
schland GmbH, Vélklinger Str. 4,D-40219 Diisseldorf
Tel. +49(0)211-90/ 191-218

Fax. +49(0)211-90 191-121

Email: dschmeisser@reedexpo.de

Corporate Social Responsibility And
Environmental Management Conference

1-2 July 2002, at Devonshire Hall, University of
Leeds, UK.

ERP Environment's conferences are designed to be
accessible and informal and aim to build productive
partnerships between people working in fields relat-
ed to environmental policy, environmental manage-
ment and sustainable development.

Contact: Ms Elaine White, ERP Environment,

P.O. Box 75, Shipley, West Yorkshire, BD 17 6EZ,
United Kingdom

Tel . +44 (0)1274 530408

Fax: +44 (0)1274 530409

World Summit for Sustainable
Development

On August 26 - September 4, 2002, in Johannes-
burg, South Africa.

The UN will hold the World Summit on Sustainable
Development to evaluate global progress on Agen-
da 21 in order to determine strategies for sustaina-
ble development over the next decade.

Contact: DSD-UNDESA, 2 UN Plaza, Room DC2-
2220, New York, New York 10017 USA

Phone: (+ 1212) 963 3170
Fax: (+ 1212) 963 4260
Email: dsd@un.org

www . johannesburgsummit.org

BLA21F National Workshop

In St. Petersburg, Russia, in August 2002.
Please, keep alook-out on more details at:
www bla2 1f net

Regional Economy Towards
Sustainability

Conrence in the Framework of the EUREGIA Exhi-
bition 31 October - 2 November 2002 in Leipzig,
Germany.

The Conference aims to present international ex-
perts with the Status Quo of the research in the field
of regional approaches to sustainability with a focus
on economic activities. Decision-makers, regional
and national authorities as well as international ex-
perts, researchers, business representatives, consult-
ants and other interested persons are invited to at-
tend.

More information: http://www euregia-leipzig.de




