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General information:

Area: 45 000 km2

Total population
in Estonia: 

1 322 765 (2023)

Population in 
Tallinn:

454 000 (2023)
53% Estonians
35% Russians
4% Ukrainians
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Waste management in Tallinn



• April 2022 - draft guide with minimum requirements ready

• Met with various city institutions and event organizers and recommended event organizers to test the guide at 
their events in 2022

• 2 sports competitions (Women’s Run and Tallinn Marathon)

• Music festival Birgitta Festival

• Summer festival for the whole family (Tallinn Maritime Days)
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Guidelines for Organizing Sustainable Events



• mayor’s directive

• since 5. April 2023

• conference, seminar, reception, charity or
entertainment event, competition, 
performance, trade event or other similar 
gathering of people

• all city institutions

Guidelines for Organizing Sustainable Events



Topics
• Materials and Purchases
• Catering and Water Use
• Waste Management
• Transport
• Energy and Resource Efficiency
• Taking Into Account the Environment and Community
• Communication and impact on the venue

Source: Acento

Guidelines for Organizing Sustainable Events



Materials and Purchases

• Decorations must be reusable or their materials recyclable

• Renting instead of buying

• Only eco-labeled paper shoud be used

• Printing only when nessecary

• E-invitations, information materials

• Name card holders and neckbands must be reusable

• Souvenirs and gifts must be shared as little as possible. Local products preferred.

• In case of goods, souvenirs, gifts - unnecessary packaging must be avoided.

• Cleaning products (e.g. hand soap, tissue paper) must be eco-labelled

• Refillable containers must be used instead of disposable containers (e.g. soap dispensers).



Waste management

• Separate waste collection (at least bio, paper and mixed waste, packages and deposit bottles if
generated)

• Waste containers/frames/labels used at the event must be marked with correct color, pictogram, in 
foreign languages

• Reusable dishes must be collected separately, clearly visable

• Proof (documents) of separately collected waste (amounts, types) must be provided



Catering and water use

• Food and drinks may only be served in reusable containers (e.g. plates, bowls, 
drinking glasses, coffee cups) and use only reusable cutlery (e.g. knives, forks, 
spoons, chopsticks)

• Tap water (instead of bottled water) should be preferred as drinking water

• Fill glasses only when needed

• Small food packets are not allowed (e.g. salt, sugar, pepper, coffee cream, honey).

• Remaining food must be distributed to organisers, visitors or donated to other
partners in reusable containers.

• Local, seasonal, organic food is preferred. Among other food, vegan food should
be served. X



Transportation

• Event venue should be accessible on foot, by bicycle and by public transport

• It should be written on the invitation/marketing material that it is recommended
to come either on foot, by bicycle or with a public transport or sharing a car

• Visitors must be informed about bicycle parking area and best ways to use public
transport



Energy and Resource Efficiency

• Energy saving

• If possible, a permanent electrical connection must be used

• Preference must be given to energy-efficient devices



Communication and impact on the venue

• Local property owners must be informed about
the event

• After event the venue must be cleaned, land
restored

• Sustainability of the event must be available to
the visitors, e.g. on the website/tickets, during
the event with signs

• Using „green ambassadors“ to raise the
awareness of the green event
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Summer of 2023



Public events in Tallinn
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• 1. Oct 2019 - Tallinn banned single-use plastic dishes, cutlery

• Only compostable dishes (EN 13432) were allowed

Any single-use disposable product
made of any material affects the

environment and does not solve the
waste problem!



Public events in Tallinn since 1. June 2023

• 1. June 2023 – Food and drinks may only be served in 
reusable containers (e.g. plates, bowls, drinking glasses, 
coffee cups) and use only reusable cutlery (e.g. knives, forks, 
spoons, chopsticks) in public events up to 30 000 visitors/day 
in Tallinn.

• 1. January 2024 – only reusables are allowed in public events 
in whole Estonia regardless the number of visitors.

• Public event = an entertainment event, competition, 
performance, trade event or other similar gathering of people 
that takes place in a public place and is open to the public
with or without a ticket (includes also theatres, cinemas, 
spas, etc).
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City regulations:
Public events in Tallinn since 1. June 2023
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This regulation did not apply to only 3 events in the summer of 2023 that had more than
30 000 visitors/day:

• Youth song and dance festival – used 100% reusable cups, plates and cutlery

• The dance festival accommodated around 10 000 spectators + performers.

• The song festival accommodated around 70 000 spectators + performers.

• Depeche Mode (around 40 000 visitors) – used reusable cups

• Weeknd (around 55 000 visitors) – used reusable cups
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Challenges:

• Deposit system is new to organizors and visitors

• We have different service providers on market

• Systems are different

• Returing the deposit cups is different and sometimes slow

Communication is the key to success!



Aitäh!
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