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Argument nr. 1: Plastic litter is the issue

1940 - 2040
Global plastic production

2019 - 2060
Global plastic waste (business as usual)

Source: Our world in data



A quick glance at the top projects

1. Creating an efficient network

2. An effective communication campaign

4. Mapping of the litter-prone areas

5. Citizen involvement

3. New innovations and operating methods
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Effectiveness of 
the measures &

indicators

Terrestrial
trash survey
lines

Trash in 
runoff water

App for 
crowdsourcing
(PlastLIFE)

Expert knowledge from
waste operators

Photos: CHINA DAILY, QGIS 



Leakage to 
nature

77% 
Incinerated

21% 
Recycled

2 % Landfilled

Argument 2. Plastic 
is a climate issue
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How is Finland doing compared to other countries?



WHERE TO START?

REDUCE
REUSE

RECYCLE

DISPOSAL



WHERE TO START?
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REDUCE BY 
REGULATING

REUSE

RECYCLE

Leakage to 
nature

THE ROLE OF 
MUNICIPALITIES?

77% 
Incinerated

21% 
Recycled

2 % Landfilled
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Our approach to single-use plastic
within the city of Helsinki
1a. Identify the biggest sources (quantity & quality) 
of single-use plastic waste within the municipality

2. Engage the relevant stakeholders to tackle the
issue

3. Create a plastic strategy starting with focus on 
the biggest plastic streams

1b. Create indicators to monitor the change



You can’t throw anything away if
there’s nothing to throw away.

12


	Plastic pollution – curing the disease or the symptom?
	From Helsingin Sanomat opinion section / July 2023:
	Slide Number 3
	A quick glance at the top projects
	Slide Number 5
	Slide Number 6
	How is Finland doing compared to other countries?
	Slide Number 8
	Slide Number 9
	Slide Number 10
	Our approach to single-use plastic within the city of Helsinki
	You can’t throw anything away if there’s nothing to throw away.

