
UBC TALKS

New era of toxic-free 
water cycle



Union of the Baltic Cities
• Leading network of cities and 

municipalities in the Baltic Sea 
Region established 30+ years ago.

• Today over 70 member cities in 
9 countries around the Baltic Sea.

• 8 thematic Commissions focusing 
on sustainable development, urban 
planning, youth, health, culture, 
safety, education and business.



UBC Sustainable 
Cities Commission 
• Secretariat in Turku, Finland

• Provides platforms for networking and 
exchange with member cities, brings local 
voices to the regional policy development, 
and has extensive experience in 
international projects.



UBC TALKS 
webinars
• One of the established formats for exchange

www.ubc-sustainable.net/ubc-talks

• Follow us to stay in the loop: 
www.ubc-sustainable.net/events

Photo: Seilo Ristimäki

http://www.ubc-sustainable.net/ubc-talks
http://www.ubc-sustainable.net/events


Building a more inclusive, 
result-oriented, impact driven 
and dynamic city network and 
a platform for close 
collaboration towards a 
sustainable, green, safe and 
resilient Baltic Sea Region.

UBC Sustainability 
Action Programme
2030
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Eliminating 
organic micropollutants 
from the water cycle

EMPEREST 
project
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Project partnership
1. Union of the Baltic Cities Sustainable Cities Commission c/o City of 

Turku (FI) – Lead Partner

2. Baltic Marine Environment Protection Commission – Helsinki 
Commission (HELCOM) (FI)

3. University of Tartu (EE)

4. Berlin University of Technology (DE)

5. Turku University of Applied Sciences (TUAS) (FI)

6. Gdańsk Water Utilities (PL)

7. Water and Sewage Company Ltd of Szczecin (PL)

8. Tartu Waterworks Ltd (EE)

9. Tallinn Water Ltd (EE)

10. “Kaunas water” Ltd (LT)

11. Turku Region Wastewater Treatment Plant (FI)

12. DWA German Association for Water, Wastewater and Waste DWA 
Regional group North-East (DE)

13. Environmental Centre for Administration and Technology (LT)

14. City of Riga (LV)

• FUNDING: Interreg Baltic Sea Region 
Programme 2021–2027

• BUDGET: 5 432 044 EUR 
(ERDF co-funding: 4 345 635 EUR)

• DURATION: January 2023 – December 2025

EMPEREST
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Outputs

1 Methodological recommendations for monitoring 
and assessment of PFAS in the aquatic environment

2 PFAS risk-assessment tool for local authorities

3 Strategies and technological means for minimising 
organic micropollutants from wastewater

4 Training package and communication 
campaigns about 1-3

Available on project website

Available for testing in April 2025

Results will be published in autumn 2025

Training package launch in April 2025

https://interreg-baltic.eu/project/emperest/#output-0
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Taking samples of water and biota in the Baltic Sea and 
catchment area to pilot the PFAS monitoring recommendations 
in summer 2024 

Photo: Roland Svirgsden
Photo: Riikka Vainio

Photo: IOW
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Container transports

from Gdańsk to Szczecin,  
August 2024 

from Tallinn to Turku, 
February 2025

Photo: GIWK

Photo: Turku Region 
Wastewater Treatment Plant



Thank you for joining!
Join next time:

UBC TALKS about increasing biodiversity
27 May 2025 at 10:30 - 12:00 EEST
www.ubc-sustainable.net/events

http://www.ubc-sustainable.net/events
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