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BALTIC CITIES BULLETIN

Dear UBC Friends and Colleagues,

In the times of uncertainty caused by multiple climate risks, green tran -
sition is crucial to overcoming challenges and quickly adapting to the 
current situation. The green transition means a shift towards an envi -
ronmentally sustainable and climate-safe future, yet on a just principle. 
Already at the XVII UBC General Conference in Palanga last year this top -
ic was featured in the programme and thoroughly debated through the 
prism of climate neutrality, thus its importance is clearly recognised by 
our member cities.

The time is just right to take a leap and turn green transition agendas 
into action locally. We are getting closer to the shared European goal of 2030 for cities to become cli -
mate-neutral and smart, adapt to climate change, protect our water resources and otherwise ensure a 
nature-positive future. The UBC Sustainability Action Programme 2030 is also aligned with this strategic 
timeline as an important step towards building a more inclusive, result-oriented, impact driven and 
dynamic city network and a platform for close collaboration towards a sustainable, green, safe and 
resilient Baltic Sea Region.

The spring 2024 issue of the Baltic Cities Bulletin focuses on the road we walk together towards green 
and just transition, and how it can help to ensure prosperous, resilient, and happy life in cities. Green 
transition means a holistic approach, taking into account climate preparedness and net zero ambitions, 
�D�Y�D�L�O�D�E�O�H���4�Q�D�Q�F�L�Q�J���I�R�U���W�K�H���F�K�D�Q�J�H�����D�Q�G���D���V�W�U�R�Q�J���V�R�F�L�D�O���G�L�P�H�Q�V�L�R�Q��

The role of UBC members as trendsetters in sharing knowledge and best practices is clear in the Bal -
tic Sea Region, but we need to upkeep the bold goals and ambitious green agendas. We call for active 
leadership in our member cities to provide support mechanisms for allowing green transition, just and 
equitable to all!

With Baltic Sea greetings,

Mantas Jurgutis 
President of UBC
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TOWARDS GREEN AND 
JUST TRANSITION

Cities around the world are recognizing the need to 
transition to a more sustainable and equitable model 
of development, one that addresses both the ecological 
footprint, climate crisis and the pressing social issues of 
our time. This transition is not without its challenges, 
�E�X�W�� �W�K�H�� �E�H�Q�H�4�W�V�� �D�U�H�� �P�D�Q�L�I�R�O�G���� �R�•�H�U�L�Q�J�� �R�S�S�R�U�W�X�Q�L�W�L�H�V��
for economic revitalization, social cohesion, and en -
vironmental stewardship. How are UBC cities making 
their transition a reality?

Many UBC cities are already spearheading a green and just 
transition by demonstrating the highest level of climate 
ambition, investing in sustainable mobility, renewable en -
ergy, and greening of urban spaces. In their comprehensive 
�D�S�S�U�R�D�F�K�� �P�D�Q�\�� �F�L�W�L�H�V�� �V�W�H�P�� �W�R�� �S�U�L�R�U�L�W�L�]�H�� �H�T�X�L�W�\�� �D�Q�G�� �V�R�F�L�D�O��

inclusion, ensuring that all residents have access to clean 
transportation options and green areas regardless of their 
socio-economic status. Cities are unique in many ways and, 
as such, also their green transition roadmaps need to be 
tailored to local conditions. Among our member cities we 
have many good examples of innovative projects, which 
contribute to the collective green transformation ambition 
and values and in the following pages we are sharing some 
of them with you.

Driving ambitious climate neutrality plans

UBC cities continue to demonstrate their strong commit -
ment to climate change mitigation and adaptation and in 
�U�H�F�H�Q�W�� �\�H�D�U�V�� �P�D�Q�\�� �R�I�� �W�K�H�P�� �K�D�Y�H�� �D�F�F�H�O�H�U�D�W�H�G�� �W�K�H�L�U�� �H�•�R�U�W�V��
in cutting carbon emissions, and setting very ambitious tar -
gets to become climate-neutral as early as 2030.

Knowing that climate change will exacerbate the existing ur -
ban environmental management challenges in cities, UBC 
has committed to cooperate with CDP, the global climate 
�F�K�D�Q�J�H�� �G�L�V�F�O�R�V�X�U�H�� �Q�R�Q���S�U�R�4�W�� �R�U�J�D�Q�L�V�D�W�L�R�Q���� �R�Q�� �U�H�J�X�O�D�U�� �D�Q�G��
comprehensive measuring of cities’ climate footprints and 
actions. It is very important for cities to have reliable and 
�H�•�H�F�W�L�Y�H�� �W�R�R�O�V�� �I�R�U�� �U�H�J�X�O�D�U�� �P�R�Q�L�W�R�U�L�Q�J�� �R�I�� �S�U�R�J�U�H�V�V���� �E�H�Q�F�K-
�P�D�U�N�L�Q�J�� �D�Q�G�� �P�D�Q�D�J�L�Q�J�� �S�R�V�L�W�L�Y�H�� �W�U�D�Q�V�I�R�U�P�D�W�L�R�Q�� �W�R�Z�D�U�G�V��
their climate goals. 

The project Climate-4-CAST, which started in the beginning 
of the year, aims to support UBC cities in even stronger inte -
gration of climate actions into their urban governance pro -
cesses. An open-source decision support tool developed in 
�W�K�H���I�U�D�P�H�Z�R�U�N���R�I���W�K�H���S�U�R�M�H�F�W���Z�L�O�O���D�O�O�R�Z���E�R�W�K���D���Y�L�V�X�D�O�L�V�D�W�L�R�Q��
�R�I���L�Q�G�L�Y�L�G�X�D�O���P�H�D�V�X�U�H�V�����H�P�L�V�V�L�R�Q�V���L�P�S�D�F�W�V���L�Q���G�L�•�H�U�H�Q�W���V�F�H-
�Q�D�U�L�R�V���D�Q�G���D���F�R�V�W���E�H�Q�H�4�W���D�Q�D�O�\�V�L�V���R�I���W�K�H���P�H�D�V�X�U�H�V�����S�H�U�I�R�U-

mance against city goals. Thus, the project, which develops 
the tool steered with experiences of a.o. Aarhus and Riga, 
will help to accelerate cities’ climate actions and improve 
policy implementation for climate neutrality.

Swifter progress towards climate goals supports overall 
�V�X�V�W�D�L�Q�D�E�O�H���G�H�Y�H�O�R�S�P�H�Q�W���L�Q���W�K�H���%�6�5���D�Q�G���D�O�V�R���E�H�Q�H�4�W�V���F�L�W�L-
�]�H�Q�V���D�Q�G���E�X�V�L�Q�H�V�V�H�V�����–�Q���W�X�U�Q�����W�K�L�V���S�U�R�J�U�H�V�V���F�D�Q���R�Q�O�\���E�H���X�Q-
�O�R�F�N�H�G���Z�L�W�K���W�K�H���S�D�U�W�L�F�L�S�D�W�R�U�\���P�H�F�K�D�Q�L�V�P�V�����&�L�W�L�H�V���O�L�N�H���9�D�D�V�D��
�D�Q�G�� �7�X�U�N�X�� �G�H�P�R�Q�V�W�U�D�W�H�� �W�K�H�� �E�H�Q�H�4�W�V�� �R�I�� �F�R�R�S�H�U�D�W�L�R�Q�� �Z�L�W�K��
�O�R�F�D�O���V�W�D�N�H�K�R�O�G�H�U�V���W�K�U�R�X�J�K���W�K�H���T�X�D�G�U�X�S�O�H���K�H�O�L�[���D�S�S�U�R�D�F�K������
involving the city, companies, universities, and community.

Transition to greener mobility

Changing mobility patterns in cities remains challenge at 
scale for it requires cultural, structural and behavioural 
change. The newly started project SUMPs for BSR strong -
ly supports cities shifting their planning practices towards 
people-centered sustainable urban mobility planning fo -
cusing on active mobility modes and promoting an active 
�D�Q�G�� �K�H�D�O�W�K�\�� �O�L�I�H�V�W�\�O�H�� �I�R�U�� �F�L�W�L�]�H�Q�V���� �Z�K�L�O�H�� �U�H�G�X�F�L�Q�J�� �H�P�L�V�V�L�R�Q�V��
�I�U�R�P���W�U�D�]�F�����6�S�H�F�L�D�O���I�R�F�X�V���O�L�H�V���R�Q���V�X�S�S�R�U�W�L�Q�J���V�P�D�O�O���D�Q�G���P�L�G��
�V�L�]�H�G���F�L�W�L�H�V���L�Q���S�U�H�S�D�U�L�Q�J���D�Q�G���L�P�S�O�H�P�H�Q�W�L�Q�J���W�K�H�L�U���V�X�V�W�D�L�Q�D�E�O�H��
Urban Mobility Plans (SUMP).

�*�U�H�H�Q�� �P�R�E�L�O�L�W�\�� �L�V�� �Q�R�W�� �R�Q�O�\�� �D�� �V�H�U�Y�L�F�H�� �I�R�U�� �F�L�W�L�]�H�Q�V�� �R�I�� �W�K�H�� �I�X-
�W�X�U�H�����K�H�O�S�L�Q�J���W�R���F�X�U�E���W�K�H���F�D�U�E�R�Q���H�P�L�V�V�L�R�Q�V�������H�[�D�P�S�O�H�V���I�U�R�P��
Greifswald, Gdynia and Gävle demonstrate how it can also 
become a tool for promoting health and social wellbeing for 
city residents of all ages.

Restoring nature and enabling biodiversity

Equally important to sustainable mobility in cities is to en -
hance the protection and preservation of nature and bio -
diversity. The EU’s Biodiversity Strategy for 2030 sets a 
comprehensive long-term plan to protect nature and put 
�(�X�U�R�S�H���V���E�L�R�G�L�Y�H�U�V�L�W�\���R�Q���W�K�H���S�D�W�K���W�R���U�H�F�R�Y�H�U�\�����I�R�U���W�K�H���E�H�Q�H�4�W��
of people, climate and the planet. Moreover, to help reverse 
biodiversity loss within and around urban areas, the EU has 
called on European cities of more than 20,000 inhabitants 
�W�R���G�H�Y�H�O�R�S���D�P�E�L�W�L�R�X�V���8�U�E�D�Q���*�U�H�H�Q�L�Q�J���3�O�D�Q�V�����)�R�O�O�R�Z�L�Q�J���W�K�H��
�(�8���V�� �F�D�O�O���� �W�K�H�� �L�P�S�D�F�W�I�X�O�� �D�F�W�L�R�Q�V�� �D�U�H�� �W�D�N�H�Q�� �E�\�� �8�%�&�� �F�L�W�L�H�V�� �W�R��
safeguard ecosystems, protect endangered species, and 
foster biodiversity within their urban boundaries.

Tartu, the European Capital of Culture 2024, focuses on the 
�Z�H�O�O�E�H�L�Q�J�� �R�I�� �D�O�O�� �L�W�V�� �F�L�W�L�]�H�Q�V���� �L�Q�F�O�X�G�L�Q�J�� �K�X�P�D�Q�V���� �S�R�O�O�L�Q�D�W�R�U�V��
and plants. Ambitious projects are developed in the city to 
support biodiversity while educating on the importance of 
�X�U�E�D�Q���Q�D�W�X�U�H���D�Q�G���H�Q�V�X�U�L�Q�J���W�K�D�W���F�L�W�L�]�H�Q�V���D�U�H���L�Q�W�H�J�U�D�O���S�D�U�W���R�I��
this process.

�–�Q���7�X�U�N�X�����W�K�H���H�•�R�U�W���W�R���V�W�R�S���W�K�H���E�L�R�G�L�Y�H�U�V�L�W�\���O�R�V�V���U�H�V�X�O�W�H�G���L�Q��
�W�K�H�� �(�8�� �I�X�Q�G�H�G�� �S�U�R�M�H�F�W�� �W�R�� �F�U�H�D�W�H�� �(�X�U�R�S�H���V�� �4�U�V�W�� �E�L�R�G�L�Y�H�U�V�L�W�\��
�S�D�U�N�����7�K�L�V���S�D�U�N���Z�L�O�O���E�H���D���W�R�R�O���I�R�U���X�U�E�D�Q���H�F�R�O�R�J�L�F�D�O���U�H�V�W�R�U�D�W�L�R�Q��
and a platform for developing and testing experimental ap -
proaches for preserving and actively enhancing biodiversity 
in urban environment.

In Aarhus, an ambitious target to double the area of wild na -
ture by 2030 is aligned with the city’s commitment to prior -
�L�W�L�]�H�� �E�L�R�G�L�Y�H�U�V�L�W�\�� �F�R�Q�V�H�U�Y�D�W�L�R�Q���� �U�H�Q�D�W�X�U�D�O�L�V�D�W�L�R�Q�� �S�U�R�F�H�V�V�H�V����
�D�Q�G���F�L�W�L�]�H�Q���H�Q�J�D�J�H�P�H�Q�W�����0�D�Q�\���R�Q�J�R�L�Q�J���L�Q�L�W�L�D�W�L�Y�H�V���D�O�O�R�Z���I�R�U��
new more holistic approach combining restoration of natu -
ral ecosystems, protection of biodiversity, enhancement of 
recreational opportunities, and support of climate adapta -
tion.

Fostering locally based transitions in cities

The path to a green and just transition is not without its ob -
�V�W�D�F�O�H�V�����3�R�O�L�W�L�F�D�O���L�Q�H�U�W�L�D�����Y�H�V�W�H�G���L�Q�W�H�U�H�V�W�V�����D�Q�G���4�Q�D�Q�F�L�D�O���F�R�Q-
�V�W�U�D�L�Q�W�V���R�I�W�H�Q���S�R�V�H���V�L�J�Q�L�4�F�D�Q�W���F�K�D�O�O�H�Q�J�H�V�� �W�R���Y�D�V�W���S�U�R�J�U�H�V�V����
Moreover, the impacts of climate change and social injus -
tice are not felt uniformly across all cities, with some facing 
greater vulnerabilities and disparities than others. Despite 
existing challenges, the momentum towards a green and 
just transition continues to grow, driven by the collective 
�H�•�R�U�W�V���R�I���F�L�W�L�H�V���D�Q�G���F�R�P�P�X�Q�L�W�L�H�V���D�U�R�X�Q�G���W�K�H���U�H�J�L�R�Q��

As we confront the urging threats of climate change and 
social inequality, the imperative for change has never been 
clearer. By embracing sustainability and equity as guiding 
principles, cities have the power to pave the way towards 
a greener, more resilient and inclusive future for everyone. 
UBC cities are demonstrating that a transition to sustain -
�D�E�L�O�L�W�\�� �L�V���Q�R�W���R�Q�O�\�� �S�R�V�V�L�E�O�H���E�X�W���D�O�V�R���E�H�Q�H�4�F�L�D�O���I�R�U���D�O�O���V�W�D�N�H-
holders.

�E�\���$�J�Q�L�H�V�]�N�D���–�O�R�O�D���_���D�J�Q�L�H�V�]�N�D���L�O�R�O�D�#�W�X�U�N�X���4
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The City of Vaasa has set a strategic objective 
to achieve carbon neutrality by the end of the 
decade. Vaasa’s vision to achieve the carbon 
neutrality target, is based on identifying, 
piloting, evaluating and up-scaling innovative 
climate mitigation solutions. 

The city also aims for climate readiness by paying 
special attention to more precise planning for 
climate change adaptation, such as stormwater 
management and enhancing biodiversity in 
urban areas. Vaasa is a charter signatory in the 
EU Mission for Climate Adaptation. The city is also 
currently preparing a Circular economy Green deal 
�D�J�U�H�H�P�H�Q�W���E�H�W�Z�H�H�Q���W�K�H���)�L�Q�Q�L�V�K���V�W�D�W�H���D�Q�G���W�K�H���F�L�W�\����
The purpose of this agreement is to identify the 
most impactful circular economy actions relevant 
to operations and baseline, and to set goals and 
indicators related to these actions.

�2�Q�H�� �F�H�Q�W�U�D�O�� �D�V�S�H�F�W�� �L�V�� �W�R�� �F�U�H�D�W�H�� �D�� �U�H�D�O���W�L�P�H��
database and tools for planning and decision-
�P�D�N�L�Q�J�����7�K�H���F�L�W�\�����F�R�P�S�D�Q�L�H�V�����D�Q�G���X�Q�L�Y�H�U�V�L�W�L�H�V���D�U�H��
allocating resources to establish a collaborative 
IoT-data platform. This platform is intended for 
�W�K�H�� �L�G�H�Q�W�L�4�F�D�W�L�R�Q�� �R�I�� �H�Q�H�U�J�\���V�D�Y�L�Q�J�� �S�R�W�H�Q�W�L�D�O�V����
�F�R�Q�G�X�F�W�L�Q�J�� �H�Q�H�U�J�\�� �R�S�W�L�P�L�]�D�W�L�R�Q�� �Z�L�W�K�L�Q�� �E�X�L�O�G�L�Q�J�V��
and urban processes, implementing energy 
�5�H�[�L�E�L�O�L�W�\���P�H�D�V�X�U�H�V���L�Q���D���U�H�Q�H�Z�D�E�O�H���H�Q�H�U�J�\���E�D�V�H�G��
system, monitoring transportation evolution, 
�D�Q�G�� �W�K�H�� �H�[�H�F�X�W�L�R�Q�� �R�I�� �Z�D�O�N�L�Q�J�� �D�Q�G�� �F�\�F�O�L�Q�J���� �7�K�H��
possibilities for future development are endless. 

Towards green solutions

�7�K�H�� �F�L�W�\���R�Z�Q�H�G�� �H�Q�H�U�J�\�� �F�R�P�S�D�Q�\���� �9�D�D�V�D�Q�� �6�¦�K�N�¸����
�L�V�� �P�D�N�L�Q�J�� �V�L�J�Q�L�4�F�D�Q�W�� �L�Q�Y�H�V�W�P�H�Q�W�V�� �L�Q�� �W�U�D�Q�V�L�W�L�R�Q��
towards carbon neutral district heating and 
�H�O�H�F�W�U�L�F�L�W�\�� �S�U�R�G�X�F�W�L�R�Q���� �9�D�D�V�D�Q�� �6�¦�K�N�¸�� �K�D�V�� �P�D�G�H��
investments to the city’s wastewater treatment 
plant, waste heat recovery facility, and for 
recovering waste heat into a heat storage facility 
in cooperation with companies. In electricity 
�S�U�R�G�X�F�W�L�R�Q�����(�3�9�����9�D�D�V�D�Q���6�¦�K�N�¸���R�Z�Q�H�G���F�R�P�S�D�Q�\����
is developing a Power2x2power plant. The 
regional waste company is developing a full-scale 
carbon dioxide capture plant and hydrogen plant 
to achieve their own carbon neutrality targets.

�9�D�D�V�D���D�L�P�V���W�R���E�H�F�R�P�H���D���F�\�F�O�L�Q�J���F�L�W�\�����D�V�����������R�I���W�K�H��
�F�L�W�\���V���U�H�V�L�G�H�Q�W�V���O�L�Y�H���Z�L�W�K�L�Q�������N�P���R�I���W�K�H���F�L�W�\���F�H�Q�W�U�H����
�7�K�H���F�L�W�\���L�V���F�X�U�U�H�Q�W�O�\���G�H�Y�H�O�R�S�L�Q�J���D���Q�H�W�Z�R�U�N���R�I���F�\�F�O�H��
�O�D�Q�H�V�� �D�Q�G�� �L�P�S�U�R�Y�L�Q�J�� �F�\�F�O�H�� �S�D�U�N�L�Q�J�� �W�R�� �U�H�G�X�F�H��
�H�P�L�V�V�L�R�Q�V���� �&�L�W�\�� �V�W�D�•�� �G�U�L�Y�H�� �W�K�H�L�U�� �Z�R�U�N���U�H�O�D�W�H�G��
journeys with the city’s shared electric cars or by 
�E�R�U�U�R�Z�L�Q�J���F�L�W�\�E�L�N�H�V���G�X�U�L�Q�J���Z�R�U�N�L�Q�J���K�R�X�U�V�����7�K�H���F�L�W�\��
�D�L�P�V���W�R���G�H�Y�H�O�R�S���L�W�V���F�O�L�P�D�W�H���D�F�W�L�R�Q���H�•�R�U�W�V���P�R�U�H���L�Q���D��
participatory direction. By the way, we also co-own 
the world’s most environmentally friendly ferry 
Aurora Bothnia, with the municipality of Umeå in 
Sweden. The vessel operates the northernmost 
all-year around sea route in the world.

VAASA AIMS FOR CLIMATE NEUTRALITY 
BY THE END OF THE DECADE

�E�\���-�R�K�D�Q�Q�D���3�X�Q�N�D�U�L���_���M�R�K�D�Q�Q�D���S�X�Q�N�D�U�L�#�Y�D�D�V�D���4

DEPOSIT CUPS SYSTEM IN VALMIERA

Every year, the Valmiera City Festival is a highly antic -
ipated event not only among Valmiera residents, but 
also among people from the region, Latvia and even 
its closest neighbours, the Estonians. In 2023, approxi -
mately 50 000 people attended the event and generated 
68.4 m3 of waste. 

�&�D�W�H�U�L�Q�J���W�D�N�H�V���D���E�L�J���S�D�U�W���R�I���W�K�H���I�H�V�W�L�Y�D�O���D�Q�G���L�V���D���V�H�F�W�R�U���H�Q-
joyed by nearly every visitor. Most of the waste collected 
�F�R�Q�V�L�V�W�V���R�I���S�O�D�V�W�L�F���F�X�S�V���D�Q�G���V�W�U�H�H�W���I�R�R�G���S�D�F�N�D�J�L�Q�J�����7�K�L�V���K�D�V��
a big impact on the environment, and every morning during 
�W�K�H���F�L�W�\���I�H�V�W�L�Y�D�O���Z�H�H�N�H�Q�G�����D���O�R�W���R�I���Z�D�V�W�H���F�D�Q���E�H���V�H�H�Q���Q�R�W���R�Q�O�\��
in the trash bins but also on the ground of the premises.

The aim of the Valmiera Municipality is to have a festival 
without litter. It is understandable that such a goal is rather 
a utopia, but it allows for a vision of the future for both the 
event organisers and the visitors. If the municipality chose 
to replace disposable plastic cups with paper cups, the 
�D�P�R�X�Q�W���R�I���Z�D�V�W�H���S�U�R�G�X�F�H�G���Z�R�X�O�G���Q�R�W���F�K�D�Q�J�H�����2�Q���W�K�H���R�W�K�H�U��
hand, if we introduce a deposit system for cups, the amount 
�R�I���Z�D�V�W�H���J�H�Q�H�U�D�W�H�G���Z�L�O�O���E�H���V�L�J�Q�L�4�F�D�Q�W�O�\���U�H�G�X�F�H�G�����D�V���L�W���L�V���W�K�H��
�G�U�L�Q�N�L�Q�J���F�X�S�V���W�K�D�W���P�D�N�H���X�S���D���V�L�J�Q�L�4�F�D�Q�W���S�D�U�W���R�I�� �W�K�H���Z�D�V�W�H��
collected during the city’s festivities.

Dialog with local parters

To clarify the concerns of catering companies, a seminar 
‘Introduction of the deposit system for cups at municipal 
events’ was organised. The seminar was attended by entre -
�S�U�H�Q�H�X�U�V���I�U�R�P���W�K�H���F�D�W�H�U�L�Q�J���V�H�U�Y�L�F�H�V���V�H�F�W�R�U���D�Q�G���R�W�K�H�U���V�W�D�N�H-
holders. 

�3�D�U�W�L�F�L�S�D�Q�W�V���D�V�N�H�G���T�X�H�V�W�L�R�Q�V���D�E�R�X�W���W�K�H���L�Q�W�U�R�G�X�F�W�L�R�Q���R�I���W�K�H��
deposit system, its functionality and other unclear issues. It 
�L�V���L�P�S�R�U�W�D�Q�W���I�R�U���E�X�V�L�Q�H�V�V�H�V���W�R���Z�R�U�N���T�X�L�F�N�O�\�����D�Q�G���L�W���L�V���W�K�H�U�H-
fore a burden to explain to customers what a deposit cup 
�L�V�� �D�Q�G�� �K�R�Z�� �W�K�H�� �V�\�V�W�H�P�� �Z�R�U�N�V���� �7�K�H�� �&�L�W�\�� �)�H�V�W�L�Y�D�O�� �R�U�J�D�Q�L�V�L�Q�J��
team will launch an extensive communication campaign 
early on so that visitors of the event can already familiarise 
themselves with the system.

The organisation of the seminar was very important as it 
�D�O�O�R�Z�H�G���W�K�H���V�W�D�N�H�K�R�O�G�H�U�V���W�R���E�H���L�Q�Y�R�O�Y�H�G���L�Q���W�K�H���G�L�V�F�X�V�V�L�R�Q�V��
�Y�H�U�\�� �H�D�U�O�\���� �E�H�I�R�U�H�� �N�H�\�� �G�H�F�L�V�L�R�Q�V�� �Z�H�U�H�� �W�D�N�H�Q���� �&�R�P�P�X�Q�L�F�D-
tion with the involved sides can determine the success of 
introducing something new in such big event. 

�7�K�H���H�Y�H�Q�W���W�R�R�N���S�O�D�F�H���Z�L�W�K�L�Q���W�K�H���9�L�G�]�H�P�H���–�Q�Q�R�Y�D�W�L�R�Q���:�H�H�N����
The discussion was organised by the Valmiera Municipality 
�*�R�Y�H�U�Q�P�H�Q�W���Z�L�W�K�L�Q���W�K�H���I�U�D�P�H�Z�R�U�N���R�I���W�K�H���–�Q�W�H�U�U�H�J���%�D�O�W�L�F���6�H�D��
Reagon programme’s project ‘BALTIPLAST’.

5

�E�\���(�O�L�]�D�E�H�W�H���/�R�Ï�P�H�O�H���_���H�O�L�]�D�E�H�W�H���O�R�F�P�H�O�H�#�Y�D�O�P�L�H�U�D�V�Q�R�Y�D�G�V���O�Y
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�7�K�H���'�H�S�D�U�W�P�H�Q�W���I�R�U���(�Q�Y�L�U�R�Q�P�H�Q�W���R�U�J�D�Q�L�]�H�V���W�K�H���*�G�D���V�N��
Climate Change Forum. The aim of the work carried 
�R�X�W���E�\���*�G�D���V�N���&�O�L�P�D�W�H���&�K�D�Q�J�H���)�R�U�X�P���L�V���W�R���X�S�G�D�W�H���W�K�H��
document “Climate Change Adaptation Plan for the 
�&�L�W�\�� �R�I�� �*�G�D���V�N�� �E�\�� �������������� �Z�L�W�K�� �W�K�H�� �I�H�H�G�E�D�F�N�� �I�U�R�P�� �O�R�F�D�O��
community: residents, representatives of science, 
experts, non-governmental organizations and all 
people directly interested in the issue.

The Municipal Climate Change Adaptation Plan (MCCAP) 
is a document that should respond smoothly to ongoing 
�F�K�D�Q�J�H�V�����)�R�U���W�K�L�V���U�H�D�V�R�Q���W�K�H���*�G�D���V�N���&�O�L�P�D�W�H���&�K�D�Q�J�H���)�R�U�X�P��
�K�D�V���E�H�F�R�P�H���D�Q���D�J�R�U�D���I�R�U���G�L�V�F�X�V�V�L�R�Q�����G�H�4�Q�L�Q�J���S�U�R�E�O�H�P�V���D�Q�G��
�V�H�D�U�F�K�L�Q�J�� �I�R�U�� �W�K�H�� �E�H�V�W�� �V�R�O�X�W�L�R�Q�V�� �L�Q�� ���� �W�K�H�P�D�W�L�F�� �D�U�H�D�V���� �V�X�F�K��
as:
1.Biodiversity of fauna 
�����%�L�R�G�L�Y�H�U�V�L�W�\���R�I���5�R�U�D��
3.Air quality 
�����5�L�Y�H�U���F�R�Q�G�L�W�L�R�Q�V���D�Q�G���5�R�R�G�V��
5.Health and sensitive groups (i.a. seniors, disabled, 
homeless people, children
�����7�H�P�S�H�U�D�W�X�U�H���F�K�D�Q�J�H�V���D�Q�G���G�U�R�X�J�K�W�V��
�����5�L�V�L�Q�J���V�H�D���O�H�Y�H�O�V�������R�F�F�X�U�U�H�Q�F�H���R�I���5�R�R�G�L�Q�J���I�U�R�P���W�K�H���V�H�D���D�Q�G��
sea level rise.
�����:�L�Q�G�����K�D�L�O���D�Q�G���V�W�R�U�P�V��

�'�X�U�L�Q�J�� �W�K�H���4�U�V�W���H�G�L�W�L�R�Q���R�I�� �W�K�H���)�R�U�X�P���� �Z�K�L�F�K���W�R�R�N���S�O�D�F�H���R�Q��
�2�F�W�R�E�H�U�����������������������R�Q�O�L�Q�H�����G�X�H���W�R���W�K�H���6�$�5�6���&�2�9�������H�S�L�G�H�P�L�F����
�W�K�H���S�D�U�W�L�F�L�S�D�Q�W�V���L�G�H�Q�W�L�4�H�G���D���Q�X�P�E�H�U���R�I���S�U�R�E�O�H�P�V���I�U�R�P���H�D�F�K��
�R�I���W�K�H���W�K�H�P�D�W�L�F���D�U�H�D�V�����Z�K�L�F�K���Z�H�U�H���W�K�H�Q���U�D�Q�N�H�G���L�Q���W�H�U�P�V���R�I��
�L�P�S�R�U�W�D�Q�F�H�����7�K�H���Q�H�[�W���V�W�H�S���Z�D�V���W�R���D�Q�D�O�\�]�H���W�K�H���S�U�R�E�O�H�P�V���D�Q�G��
threads indicated by the residents, and search for solutions 
to the problems developed during the next edition of the 
�)�R�U�X�P���� �7�K�H�� �V�H�F�R�Q�G�� �H�G�L�W�L�R�Q�� �R�I�� �W�K�H�� �)�R�U�X�P�� �W�R�R�N�� �S�O�D�F�H�� �R�Q��

�2�F�W�R�E�H�U���������������������D�W���W�K�H���+�H�Y�H�O�L�D�Q�X�P���&�H�Q�W�H�U���L�Q���*�G�D���V�N�����7�K�H����
�H�Y�H�Q�W�� �K�D�G�� �D�� �Z�R�U�N�V�K�R�S�� �I�R�U�P�X�O�D���� �S�D�U�W�L�F�L�S�D�Q�W�V�� �Z�R�U�N�H�G�� �L�Q�� ����
�W�K�H�P�D�W�L�F�� �W�D�E�O�H�V���� �7�K�H�� �U�H�V�X�O�W�V�� �R�I�� �W�K�H�� �Z�R�U�N�� �Z�H�U�H�� �V�R�U�W�H�G�� �D�Q�G��
collected in a publicly available Report.

Together for the climate

�2�Q�� �6�H�S�W�H�P�E�H�U�� �������� ������������ �D�W�� �W�K�H�� �$�P�E�H�U�(�[�S�R�� �(�[�K�L�E�L�W�L�R�Q��
and Congress Center, the third meeting was held as part 
�R�I�� �W�K�H�� �*�G�D���V�N�� �&�O�L�P�D�W�H�� �&�K�D�Q�J�H�� �)�R�U�X�P���� �/�D�V�W�� �\�H�D�U���V�� �)�R�U�X�P��
�Z�D�V�� �R�Q�H�� �R�I�� �W�K�H�� �H�Y�H�Q�W�V�� �R�U�J�D�Q�L�]�H�G�� �E�\�� �W�K�H�� �$�V�V�R�F�L�D�W�L�R�Q�� �R�I��
Pomeranian Municipalities, the Pomeranian Voivodeship 
�/�R�F�D�O�� �*�R�Y�H�U�Q�P�H�Q�W�� �D�Q�G�� �W�K�H�� �&�L�W�\�� �R�I�� �*�G�D���V�N�� �D�V�� �S�D�U�W�� �R�I��
a 2-day series of meetings and conferences entitled 
�
�7�R�J�H�W�K�H�U���I�R�U���W�K�H���F�O�L�P�D�W�H�������7�K�H���Z�R�U�N���D�W���W�K�H���W�K�H�P�D�W�L�F���W�D�E�O�H�V��
consisted of proposing the most important actions for the 
�V�R�O�X�W�L�R�Q�V�� �G�H�Y�H�O�R�S�H�G�� �G�X�U�L�Q�J�� �W�K�H�� �P�H�H�W�L�Q�J�� �L�Q�� �2�F�W�R�E�H�U�� ������������
�7�K�H�� �I�R�U�X�P���� �O�L�N�H�� �W�K�H�� �S�U�H�Y�L�R�X�V�� �R�Q�H�V���� �Z�D�V�� �R�U�J�D�Q�L�V�H�G�� �L�Q�� �D��
�Z�R�U�N�V�K�R�S���I�R�U�P�X�O�D�����7�K�H���S�D�Q�H�O���G�L�V�F�X�V�V�L�R�Q�V���Z�H�U�H���F�R�Q�G�X�F�W�H�G��
by a team of professional, impartial moderators, invited 
�E�\�� �W�K�H�� �)�R�X�Q�G�D�W�L�R�Q�� �I�R�U�� �W�K�H�� �'�H�Y�H�O�R�S�P�H�Q�W�� �R�I�� �W�K�H�� �8�Q�L�Y�H�U�V�L�W�\��
�R�I�� �*�G�D���V�N�� �L�Q�� �F�R�R�S�H�U�D�W�L�R�Q�� �Z�L�W�K�� �W�K�H�� �&�H�Q�W�H�U�� �I�R�U�� �6�X�V�W�D�L�Q�D�E�O�H��
�'�H�Y�H�O�R�S�P�H�Q�W���R�I���W�K�H���8�Q�L�Y�H�U�V�L�W�\���R�I���*�G�D���V�N��

�–�Q���������������*�G�D���V�N�����V�W�D�U�W�H�G���W�R���S�U�H�S�D�U�H���D�Q���X�S�G�D�W�H���R�I���W�K�H���
�&�O�L�P�D�W�H��
�&�K�D�Q�J�H���$�G�D�S�W�D�W�L�R�Q���3�O�D�Q���I�R�U���W�K�H���&�L�W�\���R�I���*�G�D���V�N�������Z�K�L�F�K���Z�L�O�O��
include the activities developed by the participants. The 
�P�H�H�W�L�Q�J�V���D�V���S�D�U�W���R�I���W�K�H���*�G�D���V�N���&�O�L�P�D�W�H���&�K�D�Q�J�H���)�R�U�X�P���Z�H�U�H��
preceded by an information and educational campaign. 
Social media posts, posters and animations displayed in 
public transport and public facilities, as well as thematic 
�D�U�W�L�F�O�H�V���R�Q���W�K�H���J�G�D�Q�V�N���S�O���D�Q�G���W�U�R�M�P�L�D�V�W�R���S�O���Z�H�E�V�L�W�H�V���H�Q�D�E�O�H�G��
local community to learn more about the subject.

�E�\���-�D�N�X�E���5�\�E�L�F�N�L���_���M�D�N�X�E���U�\�E�L�F�N�L�#�X�E�F���Q�H�W

CLIMATE CHANGE FORUM 
�$�&�7�–�9�–�7�–�(�6���–�1���*�'�$���6�.

GREIFSWALD, THE SECRET CYCLING 
CAPITAL OF GERMANY

A few years ago, Greifswald was considered the secret 
German cycling capital. This was due to the high pro -
�S�R�U�W�L�R�Q���R�I���F�\�F�O�L�Q�J���W�U�D�]�F�����Z�K�L�F�K���Z�D�V�������������������������D�Q�G����������
�����������������E�X�W���W�K�H�U�H���Z�D�V���D���Q�H�H�G���I�R�U���L�P�S�U�R�Y�H�P�H�Q�W���L�Q���F�\�F�O�L�Q�J��
infrastructure.

In recent years, the cycling improvements included in partic -
�X�O�D�U���F�O�R�V�L�Q�J���J�D�S�V���L�Q���W�K�H���F�\�F�O�H���S�D�W�K���Q�H�W�Z�R�U�N���L�Q���W�K�H���V�X�U�U�R�X�Q�G-
ing area of Greifswald. In addition, a central, modern and 
�O�R�F�N�D�E�O�H���E�L�F�\�F�O�H���S�D�U�N�L�Q�J���I�D�F�L�O�L�W�\���Z�D�V���F�U�H�D�W�H�G���D�W���W�K�H���P�D�L�Q���W�U�D�L�Q��
station. The activities in the area of public relations are also 
�Y�H�U�\���L�P�S�R�U�W�D�Q�W���W�R���P�D�N�H���F�\�F�O�L�Q�J���H�Y�H�Q���P�R�U�H���D�W�W�U�D�F�W�L�Y�H���I�R�U���W�K�H��
�F�L�W�L�]�H�Q�V���D�Q�G���J�X�H�V�W�V���R�I���W�K�H���F�L�W�\�����7�K�H���L�P�S�U�R�Y�H�G���F�\�F�O�H���S�D�W�K�V���L�Q�W�R��
�W�K�H���V�X�U�U�R�X�Q�G�L�Q�J���D�U�H�D���P�D�U�N�H�G���W�K�H���E�H�J�L�Q�Q�L�Q�J���R�I���W�K�H���G�H�Y�H�O�R�S-
ment of new cycle tours by the Greifswald Agricultural Initia -
�W�L�Y�H�������D�Q���D�V�V�R�F�L�D�W�L�R�Q���R�I���W�H�Q�D�Q�W�V���R�I���D�J�U�L�F�X�O�W�X�U�D�O���O�D�Q�G���D�Q�G���O�D�Q�G��
lessors; the city administration is involved in this initiative.

City cycling events

�2�Q�H�� �R�I�� �W�K�H�� �Q�H�Z�� �I�H�D�W�X�U�H�V�� �E�H�F�D�P�H�� �W�K�H�� �W�R�X�U�V�� �W�R�� �H�[�S�O�R�U�H�� �W�K�H��
�O�D�Q�G�V�F�D�S�H�� �Z�L�W�K�� �L�W�V�� �V�S�H�F�L�D�O�� �H�O�H�P�H�Q�W�V�� ���H���J���� �N�H�W�W�O�H�� �K�R�O�H�V���� �D�Y�H-
�Q�X�H�V�����R�U���W�R���J�H�W���W�R���N�Q�R�Z���W�K�H���R�U�J�D�Q�L�F���I�D�U�P�V���L�Q���W�K�H���D�U�H�D�����$�Q�R�W�K-
er highlight in the area of cycling is the now annual bicycle 
�I�H�V�W�L�Y�D�O�����Z�K�L�F�K���L�V���R�U�J�D�Q�L�]�H�G���E�\���W�K�H���O�R�F�D�O���P�X�Q�L�F�L�S�D�O���X�W�L�O�L�W�L�H�V���R�Q��
�0�D�\�� ���V�W���� �+�H�U�H���� �F�L�W�L�]�H�Q�V�� �F�D�Q�� �J�H�W�� �W�R�� �O�H�D�U�Q�� �D�E�R�X�W�� �E�L�F�\�F�O�H�V�� �D�Q�G��
also get active through various activities: a family tour, or bi -
cycle races for athletes and children. 

�7�K�H���D�Q�Q�X�D�O���E�L�F�\�F�O�H���I�H�V�W�L�Y�D�O���D�O�V�R���P�D�U�N�V���W�K�H���V�W�D�U�W���R�I���R�X�U���D�Q�Q�X�D�O��
�&�–�7�<�� �&�<�&�/�–�1�*���� �D�� �����Z�H�H�N�� �E�L�F�\�F�O�H�� �F�D�P�S�D�L�J�Q�� �L�Q�� �Z�K�L�F�K�� �F�L�W�L�]�H�Q�V��
�F�D�Q���H�Q�W�H�U���W�K�H���N�L�O�R�P�H�W�U�H�V���W�K�H�\���K�D�Y�H���F�\�F�O�H�G���D�Q�G���I�U�R�P���W�K�L�V���&�2����
saving is determined compared to using a car. At the end of 
the campaign, the mayor awards the cyclists with the most 

�N�L�O�R�P�H�W�U�H�V���U�L�G�G�H�Q���Z�L�W�K���D�Q���D�Q�Q�X�D�O�����L�Q�G�L�Y�L�G�X�D�O�O�\���G�H�V�L�J�Q�H�G���W�U�R-
phy for the best school, the best team in general, and the 
best cyclist.

Home and abroad cooperation

We are proud that we have now been able to convince our 
�S�D�U�W�Q�H�U�� �F�L�W�L�H�V�� �L�Q�� �%�U�D�]�L�O�� ���3�R�P�H�U�R�G�H���� �D�Q�G�� �W�K�H�� �8�6�$�� ���1�H�Z�S�R�U�W��
�1�H�Z�V���� �W�R�� �W�D�N�H�� �S�D�U�W�� �L�Q�� �F�L�W�\�� �F�\�F�O�L�Q�J���� �6�R�� �W�K�H�� ���� �V�L�V�W�H�U�� �F�L�W�L�H�V�� �U�L�G�H��
together in a competition at the same time and collect cycling 
�N�L�O�R�P�H�W�U�H�V����

�5�H�F�H�Q�W�O�\���� �D�Q�� �D�Q�Q�X�D�O�� �.�L�G�L�F�D�O�� �0�D�V�V�� ���R�U�J�D�Q�L�]�H�G�� �E�\�� �W�K�H�� �*�H�Q�H�U-
�D�O�� �*�H�U�P�D�Q�� �%�L�F�\�F�O�H�� �&�O�X�E���� �K�D�V�� �D�O�V�R�� �W�D�N�H�Q�� �S�O�D�F�H�� �L�Q�� �*�U�H�L�I�V�Z�D�O�G����
�7�K�H�� �N�L�G�L�F�D�O�� �P�D�V�V�� �P�R�Y�H�P�H�Q�W�� �D�L�P�V�� �W�R�� �L�Q�F�U�H�D�V�H�� �E�L�F�\�F�O�H�� �V�D�I�H�W�\��
for children. The cooperation and commitment of civil soci -
�H�W�\���D�U�H���Y�H�U�\���L�P�S�R�U�W�D�Q�W���W�R���X�V�����2�Q�O�\���W�R�J�H�W�K�H�U���F�D�Q���Z�H���G�H�Y�H�O�R�S��
our cities into real cycling cities. We see Greifswald on a very 
�J�R�R�G���S�D�W�K���K�H�U�H�����<�R�X���D�U�H���Z�D�U�P�O�\���Z�H�O�F�R�P�H���W�R���G�L�V�F�R�Y�H�U���W�K�H���
�E�L-
�F�\�F�O�H���F�D�S�L�W�D�O�����*�U�H�L�I�V�Z�D�O�G��

�E�\���6�W�H�S�K�D�Q���%�U�D�X�Q���–���V���E�U�D�X�Q�#�J�U�H�L�I�V�Z�D�O�G���G�H
�I�R�W�R���E�\���6�W�D�G�W�Z�H�U�N�H���*�U�H�L�I�V�Z�D�O�G���*�P�E�+

foto by Greifswalder Agrarinitiative e.V.  

photo by Piotr Wittman



�E�\���.�D�U�R�O�D���)�R�U�V�_���N�D�U�R�O�D���I�R�U�V�#�J�D�Y�O�H���V�H
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�E�\���+�H�O�P�L���$�Q�G�H�U�V�V�R�Q�����–���K�H�O�P�L���D�Q�G�H�U�V�V�R�Q�#�W�X�U�N�X���4����������������������������

Con-
tacts:

Association 
“Vidusdau -

The city of Turku aims to be climate neutral in 2029 
and climate positive from then onwards. As part of the 
transition towards a more sustainable city, Turku is 
participating in �5�(�6�3�2�1�6�(���S�U�R�M�H�F�W�����–�Q�W�H�J�U�D�W�H�G���6�R�O�X�W�L�R�Q�V��
�I�R�U���3�R�V�L�W�L�Y�H���(�Q�H�U�J�\���D�Q�G���5�H�V�L�O�L�H�Q�W���&�L�W�L�H�V�������Z�K�L�F�K���L�V���I�X�Q�G�H�G��
by the European Union’s research and innovation 
funding programme Horizon 2020.  

�–�Q�� �5�(�6�3�2�1�6�(���� �W�H�F�K�Q�R�O�R�J�L�F�D�O�� �L�Q�Q�R�Y�D�W�L�R�Q�V�� �D�U�H�� �W�H�V�W�H�G�� �D�Q�G��
implemented in real word conditions in the lighthouse 
�F�L�W�L�H�V���R�I���7�X�U�N�X���D�Q�G���'�L�M�R�Q�����7�K�H���G�H�P�R�Q�V�W�U�D�W�L�R�Q���V�L�W�H���L�Q���7�X�U�N�X���L�V��
�O�R�F�D�W�H�G���L�Q���W�K�H���6�W�X�G�H�Q�W���9�L�O�O�D�J�H�����+�H�U�H�����W�K�H���F�L�W�\���V���4�U�V�W���S�R�V�L�W�L�Y�H��
energy district (PED) is being built. 

A PED is a built area which produces more renewable 
�H�Q�H�U�J�\���W�K�D�Q���L�W���F�R�Q�V�X�P�H�V���R�Q���D���\�H�D�U�O�\���E�D�V�L�V�����7�K�H���7�X�U�N�X���3�(�'��
is brought about by greatly increasing local renewable 
�H�Q�H�U�J�\�� �S�U�R�G�X�F�W�L�R�Q���� �F�D�S�W�X�U�L�Q�J�� �Z�D�V�W�H�� �K�H�D�W�� �P�R�U�H�� �H�]�F�L�H�Q�W�O�\����
and reducing energy consumption in the buildings. The 
�X�W�L�O�L�]�D�W�L�R�Q�� �R�I�� �H�Q�H�U�J�\�� �L�V�� �W�K�H�Q�� �R�S�W�L�P�L�]�H�G�� �Z�L�W�K�� �W�K�H�� �K�H�O�S�� �R�I��
smart systems.

In addition to installing novel technological solutions 
for energy production, storing, and recycling, traditional 
�U�H�W�U�R�4�W�W�L�Q�J���P�H�D�V�X�U�H�V���K�D�Y�H���E�H�H�Q���L�P�S�O�H�P�H�Q�W�H�G���L�Q���W�K�H���R�O�G�H�U��
�E�X�L�O�G�L�Q�J�V���� �Y�D�V�W�O�\�� �L�P�S�U�R�Y�L�Q�J�� �W�K�H�L�U�� �H�Q�H�U�J�\�� �H�]�F�L�H�Q�F�\���� �7�K�H��
residents of the Student Village also play an active role in 
�U�H�G�X�F�L�Q�J���H�Q�H�U�J�\���F�R�Q�V�X�P�S�W�L�R�Q���Z�L�W�K�L�Q���W�K�H���E�O�R�F�N��

Addressing real life challanges

As temperatures climb, the pressure to reduce carbon 
emissions and adopt new innovative solutions in cities 
�F�R�Q�W�L�Q�X�H�V�� �W�R�� �L�Q�F�U�H�D�V�H���� �5�(�6�3�2�1�6�(�� �L�V�� �S�D�U�W�� �R�I�� �D�� �E�U�R�D�G�H�U��
group of projects funded by the European Union, aimed to 
�G�H�P�R�Q�V�W�U�D�W�H�� �D�Q�G�� �G�H�Y�H�O�R�S�� �3�(�'�V�� �L�Q�� �G�L�•�H�U�H�Q�W�� �V�X�U�U�R�X�Q�G�L�Q�J�V����
�)�R�O�O�R�Z�L�Q�J���L�P�S�O�H�P�H�Q�W�D�W�L�R�Q�����W�K�H���V�R�O�X�W�L�R�Q�V���Z�L�O�O���E�H���P�R�Q�L�W�R�U�H�G��
and assessed. An evaluation of the results will help show 
the practical feasibility of building PEDs in colder climates. 

�-�X�V�W�� �D�V�� �L�Q�� �5�(�6�3�2�1�6�(���� �W�K�H�� �H�Q�H�U�J�\�� �W�U�D�Q�V�L�W�L�R�Q�� �L�Q�� �7�X�U�N�X�� �L�V��
implemented together with municipal residents, businesses, 
and communities. The city has already managed to cut 
�L�W�V�� �H�P�L�V�V�L�R�Q�V�� �E�\�� ������ ���� �F�R�P�S�D�U�H�G�� �W�R�� ���������� �O�H�Y�H�O�V�� �D�Q�G�� �L�V��
continuously searching for new ways to reduce its carbon 
footprint. 

�/�H�D�U�Q�� �P�R�U�H�� �D�E�R�X�W�� �7�X�U�N�X���V�� �S�D�W�K�� �W�R�Z�D�U�G�V�� �F�O�L�P�D�W�H�� �Q�H�X�W�U�D�O�L�W�\��
through the  city’s climate plan for 2029 .

INNOVATIVE ENERGY SOLUTIONS 
TESTED IN TURKU

�S�K�R�W�R�V���E�\���1�L�F�N���%�D�N�N�H�U������������

SUSTAINABLE MOBILITY 
FOR CHILDREN IN GÄVLE

Gävle municipality in Sweden has been working 
with the project “Here and there- children in 
�W�U�D�]�F�������+�L�W���R�F�K���G�L�W�������E�D�U�Q���L���W�U�D�4�N�����I�R�U���W�K�H���O�D�V�W���F�R�X�S�O�H��
of years. The aim of the project is to encourage 
children and guardians to walk, bike or commute 
by bus to and from school and pre-school. The 
project packages many activities to promote 
sustainable mobility. The activities aim to address 
issues that parents travelling by car name as the 
reason for choosing the car.

The activities range from the fourth-year students 
participating in educative activities on how to cycle, 
the second-year pupils joining in on a bus travel 
�F�R�X�U�V�H�����W�K�H���J�X�D�U�G�L�D�Q�V���F�D�Q���E�R�U�U�R�Z���H�O�H�F�W�U�L�F���F�D�U�J�R���E�L�N�H�V��
�R�U���E�L�N�H�V���Z�L�W�K���D���F�D�U�U�L�H�U���I�R�U���I�U�H�H���W�R���W�U�\���W�K�L�V���W�U�D�Y�H�O���P�R�G�H��
for a period of 10 days, the teachers can become 
�Z�L�Q�W�H�U�� �F�\�F�O�L�V�W�V�� �E�\�� �J�H�W�W�L�Q�J�� �V�S�L�N�H�G�� �Z�K�H�H�O�V�� �R�Q�� �W�K�H�L�U��
�E�L�N�H�V�� �S�U�R�P�L�V�L�Q�J�� �W�R�� �E�L�N�H�� �D�W�� �O�H�D�V�W�� �W�K�U�H�H�� �G�D�\�V�� �D�� �Z�H�H�N����
�6�S�H�F�L�D�O�� �D�W�W�H�Q�W�L�R�Q�� �L�V�� �S�D�L�G�� �W�R�� �W�K�H�� �W�U�D�]�F�� �H�Q�Y�L�U�R�Q�P�H�Q�W��
�D�U�R�X�Q�G�� �W�K�H�V�H�� �V�F�K�R�R�O�V�� �D�Q�G�� �G�L�•�H�U�H�Q�W�� �N�L�Q�G�V�� �R�I�� �S�K�\�V�L�F�D�O��
interventions are handled according to the observed 
�Q�H�H�G�V���� �I�R�U�� �H�[�D�P�S�O�H�� �L�Q�� �U�H�O�D�W�L�R�Q�� �W�R�� �E�L�F�\�F�O�H�� �V�L�J�Q�V���� �E�L�N�H��
�U�D�F�N�V�����F�D�U���V�S�H�H�G���P�H�D�V�X�U�H�V�����W�K�H���F�R�Q�G�L�W�L�R�Q�V���R�I���W�K�H���E�L�N�H��
lanes and crossing passages. 

The focus is on how the children describe their 
�H�Q�Y�L�U�R�Q�P�H�Q�W�� �D�Q�G�� �L�V�V�X�H�V�� �W�K�H�\�� �Z�R�X�O�G�� �O�L�N�H�� �W�R�� �L�P�S�U�R�Y�H����
They get to show and describe the needs of their 
�W�U�D�]�F���H�Q�Y�L�U�R�Q�P�H�Q�W���D�Q�G���L�Q�5�X�H�Q�F�H���W�K�H���G�H�F�L�V�L�R�Q���P�D�N�L�Q�J��
�S�U�R�F�H�V�V�����:�R�U�N�V�K�R�S�V���D�Q�G���V�X�U�Y�H�\�V���D�E�R�X�W���W�U�D�Y�H�O���K�D�E�L�W�V���W�R��

and from school/preschool are also being conducted 
�Z�L�W�K���J�X�D�U�G�L�D�Q�V�����W�K�H���V�F�K�R�R�O���V�W�D�•�����D�Q�G���W�K�H���F�K�L�O�G�U�H�Q����

Ways of support

An activity which particularly is related to the aim of 
inclusive sustainable mobility is the possibility that is 
�J�L�Y�H�Q���W�R���V�F�K�R�R�O���V�W�D�•���W�R���E�R�U�U�R�Z���X�S���W�R���������V�F�K�R�R�O���E�L�N�H�V��
for free when classes are about to go on excursions 
or visit various destinations for educational purposes. 
This activity was added to the project after noticing 
that not all the children could participate in the schools’ 
activities that implied having a bicycle. In this way, all 
the pupils can participate in common activities on the 
same terms. All the schools can borrow bicycles, not 
only those who participate in the project. 

The municipality cooperates with the responsible 
department for school properties for this project, the 
schools, as well as the regional authority in Gävle which 
�D�O�V�R���4�Q�D�Q�F�H�V���W�K�H���D�F�W�L�Y�L�W�L�H�V�����7�K�H���P�X�Q�L�F�L�S�D�O���G�H�S�D�U�W�P�H�Q�W��
for service and maintenance has been also a part in 
the project. The project has shown good results, and it 
will be continued!
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GDYNIA: PIONEERING SUSTAINABLE 
SOLUTIONS FOR A GREENER FUTURE

In an era where environmental consciousness is a 
pressing necessity, cities worldwide are stepping 
up to the challenge of fostering sustainable 
practices. Among them is the city of Gdynia, 
nestled on the Baltic coast of Poland. 

Gdynia is researching and enforcing sustainable 
solutions, ranging from textile circularity initiatives 
through tree planting projects carried out with the 
�F�L�W�L�]�H�Q�V���W�R���F�O�L�P�D�W�H���H�G�X�F�D�W�L�R�Q���Z�R�U�N�V�K�R�S�V���L�Q���V�F�K�R�R�O�V���D�Q�G��
�D�P�R�Q�J�� �G�H�F�L�V�L�R�Q���P�D�N�H�U�V���� �D�V�� �Z�H�O�O�� �D�V�� �G�H�F�D�U�E�R�Q�L�V�D�W�L�R�Q��
projects. Being the pioneer in calculating the city’s 
carbon footprint, Gdynia is aware that actions must be 
�W�D�N�H�Q�� �D�W�� �Y�D�U�L�R�X�V�� �O�H�Y�H�O�V���� �Z�K�H�U�H�� �U�D�L�V�L�Q�J�� �F�R�Q�V�F�L�R�X�V�Q�H�V�V��
�L�V�� �R�I�� �N�H�\�� �L�P�S�R�U�W�D�Q�F�H���� �–�Q�� �R�U�G�H�U�� �W�R�� �L�P�S�O�H�P�H�Q�W�� �P�D�M�R�U��
energy and transport projects, we need to educate 
�F�L�W�L�]�H�Q�V���W�K�U�R�X�J�K���H�Y�H�U�\�G�D�\���D�F�W�L�R�Q�V����

�7�K�H�� �F�L�W�\�� �U�H�F�R�J�Q�L�]�H�G�� �D�Q�G�� �W�R�R�N�� �D�F�W�L�R�Q�� �L�Q�� �W�K�H�� �4�H�O�G�� �R�I��
�W�H�[�W�L�O�H���Z�D�V�W�H�����7�R���W�D�F�N�O�H���W�K�L�V���L�V�V�X�H�����*�G�\�Q�L�D���F�R�R�S�H�U�D�W�H�G��
�Z�L�W�K�� �8�E�U�D�Q�L�D�� �G�R�� �2�G�G�D�Q�L�D�� ���8�G�2���� �>�H�Q�J���� �&�O�R�W�K�H�V�� �W�R��
Donate] and has implemented innovative strategies 
�W�R�� �S�U�R�P�R�W�H�� �F�L�U�F�X�O�D�U�L�W�\���� �*�G�\�Q�L�D�� �Z�D�V�� �W�K�H�� �4�U�V�W�� �R�Q�H�� �W�R��
set a city-wide programme of collecting textiles and 
�G�R�Q�D�W�L�Q�J�� �W�K�H�P�� �W�R�� �8�G�2���� �D�� �E�U�D�Q�G�� �W�K�D�W���V�� �U�H�Q�H�Z�L�Q�J����
�U�H�F�\�F�O�L�Q�J�� �D�Q�G�� �U�H�V�H�O�O�L�Q�J�� �F�O�R�W�K�H�V�� �L�Q�� �V�R���F�D�O�O�H�G�� �
�F�L�U�F�X�O�D�U��
�E�R�X�W�L�T�X�H�V���� �Z�K�L�O�H�� �G�R�Q�D�W�L�Q�J�� �S�D�U�W�� �R�I�� �W�K�H�� �L�Q�F�R�P�H�� �W�R��
�F�K�D�U�L�W�L�H�V���� �7�K�U�R�X�J�K�� �L�Q�L�W�L�D�W�L�Y�H�V�� �O�L�N�H�� �W�K�D�W���� �D�O�R�Q�J�� �Z�L�W�K��
encouraging sustainable fashion choices, Gdynia 
�D�L�P�V���W�R���P�L�Q�L�P�L�]�H���Z�D�V�W�H���D�Q�G���P�D�[�L�P�L�]�H���W�K�H���O�L�I�H�V�S�D�Q���R�I��
textiles, reducing its ecological footprint.

City’s sustainable initiatives 

�1�R�W�� �R�Q�O�\�� �U�H�G�X�F�L�Q�J�� �Z�D�V�W�H�� �E�X�W�� �D�O�V�R�� �
�P�D�N�L�Q�J�� �W�K�H�� �J�U�H�H�Q�H�U�\��
�J�U�H�H�Q�H�U���� �O�L�H�V�� �L�Q�� �W�K�H�� �V�F�R�S�H�� �R�I�� �*�G�\�Q�L�D���V�� �L�Q�W�H�U�H�V�W���� �$�O�R�Q�J�� �Z�L�W�K��
�W�K�H�� �F�L�W�L�]�H�Q�V���� �W�K�U�R�X�J�K�� �4�Q�D�Q�F�L�D�O�� �V�X�S�S�R�U�W�� �I�R�U�� �W�K�H�P���� �W�K�H�� �F�L�W�\��
encourages the residents to plant trees and shrubs on their 
�S�U�R�S�H�U�W�L�H�V�����%�\���4�Q�D�Q�F�L�Q�J���W�K�H���L�Q�L�W�L�D�W�L�Y�H���D�Q�G���D�O�O�R�Z�L�Q�J���S�H�R�S�O�H���W�R��
�S�O�D�Q�W���D�O�O���N�L�Q�G�V���R�I���J�U�H�H�Q�H�U�\���O�H�Y�H�O�V�����W�K�H���F�L�W�\���D�L�P�V���W�R���H�Q�K�D�Q�F�H��
biodiversity. The project’s pilot was very successful and 
�K�R�S�H�I�X�O�O�\���Z�L�O�O���E�H�F�R�P�H���D�Q���D�Q�Q�X�D�O���D�F�W�L�R�Q���W�D�N�H�Q���L�Q���W�K�H���W�R�Z�Q��

Moreover, Gdynia is carrying out climate education 
�L�Q�L�W�L�D�W�L�Y�H�V�� �R�Q�� �D�O�O�� �O�H�Y�H�O�V���� �U�H�F�R�J�Q�L�]�L�Q�J�� �L�W�V�� �H�V�V�H�Q�W�L�D�O�� �U�R�O�H�� �L�Q��
fostering a culture of sustainability from a young age. By 
�L�Q�W�H�J�U�D�W�L�Q�J���&�O�L�P�D�W�H���)�U�H�V�N�����D���Z�H�O�O���N�Q�R�Z�Q���Z�R�U�N�V�K�R�S���E�D�V�H�G���R�Q��
IPCC reports) into the school plan, the city is empowering the 
�Q�H�[�W���J�H�Q�H�U�D�W�L�R�Q���Z�L�W�K���W�K�H���N�Q�R�Z�O�H�G�J�H���D�Q�G���L�G�H�D�V���W�R���G�H�D�O���Z�L�W�K��
�H�Q�Y�L�U�R�Q�P�H�Q�W�D�O�� �F�K�D�O�O�H�Q�J�H�V�� �S�U�R�D�F�W�L�Y�H�O�\���� �7�K�H�V�H�� �Z�R�U�N�V�K�R�S�V��
educate students about the importance of sustainable 
practices and inspire them to advocate for change within 
�W�K�H�L�U�� �F�R�P�P�X�Q�L�W�L�H�V���� �7�K�H�� �V�D�P�H�� �Z�R�U�N�V�K�R�S�� �L�V�� �K�H�O�G�� �I�R�U�� �W�K�H��
�G�H�F�L�V�L�R�Q���P�D�N�H�U�V���W�R���P�D�N�H���W�K�H�P���D�Z�D�U�H���R�I���W�K�H���E�X�U�Q�L�Q�J���L�V�V�X�H��
�R�I���F�O�L�P�D�W�H���F�K�D�Q�J�H���D�Q�G���W�K�H���Q�H�H�G���W�R���W�D�N�H���D�F�W�L�R�Q��

�7�K�H�� �F�L�W�\���V�� �H�•�R�U�W�V�� �W�R�� �E�U�R�D�G�H�Q�� �W�K�H�� �H�F�R�O�R�J�L�F�D�O�� �F�R�Q�V�F�L�R�X�V�Q�H�V�V��
�D�P�R�Q�J�� �W�K�H�� �U�H�V�L�G�H�Q�W�V�� �D�U�H�� �P�X�O�W�L���O�H�Y�H�O�� �Z�R�U�N���� �Z�L�W�K�� �G�L�•�H�U�H�Q�W��
groups considering the impact they have. The need to 
enforce sustainable solutions is environmentally sound 
�D�Q�G�� �H�F�R�Q�R�P�L�F�D�O�O�\�� �S�U�X�G�H�Q�W���� �*�G�\�Q�L�D�� �O�D�\�V�� �W�K�H�� �J�U�R�X�Q�G�Z�R�U�N��
for long-term environmental resilience and economic 
prosperity by investing in circular economy practices and 
climate education.
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MALMÖ’S ROAD TO
 AN INCLUSIVE, EQUITABLE, 

SOCIAL SUSTAINABLE SOCIETY

Climate Change Malmö’s work is based on 
leading research and analyses of how we can 
�P�R�V�W�� �H�•�H�F�W�L�Y�H�O�\�� �D�F�K�L�H�Y�H�� �R�X�U�� �F�O�L�P�D�W�H�� �J�R�D�O�V�� �Z�K�L�O�H��
�F�U�H�D�W�L�Q�J�� �P�R�U�H�� �V�R�F�L�H�W�D�O�� �E�H�Q�H�4�W�V�� �V�X�F�K�� �D�V�� �D�� �E�H�W�W�H�U��
living environment and more jobs. 

The Malmö Commitments pave the way for an inclusive, 
equitable, and socially sustainable society, focusing on 
�&�O�L�P�D�W�H�� �&�K�D�Q�J�H�� �0�D�O�P�¸���V�� �U�H�V�H�D�U�F�K���E�D�F�N�H�G�� �V�W�U�D�W�H�J�L�H�V��
to achieve climate goals while enhancing societal 
well-being. We have developed three scenarios for a 
���������U�H�G�X�F�W�L�R�Q���L�Q���J�U�H�H�Q�K�R�X�V�H���J�D�V���H�P�L�V�V�L�R�Q�V���E�\��������������
targeting road transport, electricity, heating, and 
machinery emissions. These scenarios encompass 13 
�P�H�D�V�X�U�H�V���� �H�P�S�K�D�V�L�]�L�Q�J�� �E�H�K�D�Y�L�R�U�D�O�� �F�K�D�Q�J�H���� �F�D�U�E�R�Q��
capture, and technical solutions.

�0�D�O�P�¸�� �L�V�� �D�� �N�H�\�� �(�8�� �F�L�W�\�� �V�W�U�L�Y�L�Q�J�� �I�R�U�� �&�2���� �Q�H�X�W�U�D�O�L�W�\��
by 2030, part of the EU 100 mission cities. Beyond 
climate, the Malmö Commitment promotes an 
equitable, socially sustainable city. Launched during 
the ICLEI World Congress in 2022, this initiative aims to 
foster healthy, safe urban spaces and just transitions 
to a socially sustainable economy. The Commitment 
�S�U�L�R�U�L�W�L�]�H�V���V�R�F�L�D�O���H�T�X�L�W�\���L�Q���O�R�F�D�O���V�X�V�W�D�L�Q�D�E�L�O�L�W�\���S�R�O�L�F�L�H�V����
bringing together governments committed to 
addressing inequalities and sustainability challenges.

Cooperation for better future
 
Ten pioneer cities and regions, including Malmö, 
�K�D�Y�H�� �M�R�L�Q�H�G�� �I�R�U�F�H�V�� �W�R�� �Z�R�U�N�� �F�R�O�O�D�E�R�U�D�W�L�Y�H�O�\�� �W�R�Z�D�U�G�V��

these goals, inviting more cities to participate. We 
are expanding the group of follower cities via our 
�Z�R�U�N�� �Z�L�W�K�L�Q�� �–�&�/�(�–���� �$�F�N�Q�R�Z�O�H�G�J�L�Q�J�� �W�K�D�W�� �Y�X�O�Q�H�U�D�E�O�H��
�J�U�R�X�S�V�� �V�X�•�H�U�� �P�R�V�W�� �I�U�R�P�� �F�O�L�P�D�W�H�� �F�U�L�V�H�V���� �W�K�H�� �L�Q�L�W�L�D�W�L�Y�H��
aims to address historical injustices. To ensure 
climate actions reach their full potential, socially just 
�W�U�D�Q�V�L�W�L�R�Q�V�� �D�U�H�� �H�P�S�K�D�V�L�]�H�G���� �7�K�L�V�� �L�Q�F�O�X�G�H�V�� �L�G�H�Q�W�L�I�\�L�Q�J��
vulnerable groups locally, integrating their needs into 
�V�X�V�W�D�L�Q�D�E�L�O�L�W�\�� �S�O�D�Q�V���� �D�Q�G�� �S�U�L�R�U�L�W�L�]�L�Q�J�� �W�K�H�L�U�� �Y�R�L�F�H�V�� �L�Q��
climate emergency responses.

�$���F�L�U�F�X�O�D�U���S�U�R�F�H�V�V���L�Q���I�R�X�U���S�K�D�V�H�V�������$�Q�D�O�\�]�H�����6�W�U�D�W�H�J�L�]�H����
�$�F�W���� �$�F�F�H�O�H�U�D�W�H�� ���� �K�D�V�� �E�H�H�Q�� �L�Q�L�W�L�D�W�H�G���� �Z�R�U�N�L�Q�J�� �Z�L�W�K��
ICLEI to design social equity indicators for monitoring 
�S�U�R�J�U�H�V�V���D�Q�G���V�K�D�U�L�Q�J���N�Q�R�Z�O�H�G�J�H�����7�K�H���J�R�D�O���L�V���W�R���H�Q�V�X�U�H��
�D�O�O���Y�R�L�F�H�V���D�U�H���K�H�D�U�G�����D�Q�G���V�X�V�W�D�L�Q�D�E�L�O�L�W�\���E�H�Q�H�4�W�V���U�H�D�F�K��
the entire community. Through data sharing and 
collaborative learning, the initiative aims to create a 
more inclusive and sustainable future for Malmö and 
beyond.

https://malmo-commitment.org/
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GREENING TARTU ONE PARK AT A TIME

Increasing biodiversity in urban areas is crucial to mit -
�L�J�D�W�L�Q�J���W�K�H���H�•�H�F�W�V���R�I���F�O�L�P�D�W�H���F�K�D�Q�J�H�����U�H�G�X�F�L�Q�J���W�K�H���O�R�V�V��
of species and their habitats, and creating a better hab -
itat for people both mentally and physically.  

Each day, the City of Tartu is focusing more and more on 
�W�K�H�� �Z�H�O�O�E�H�L�Q�J�� �R�I�� �L�W�V�� �F�L�W�L�]�H�Q�V���� �E�H�� �W�K�H�\�� �K�X�P�D�Q�V���� �S�R�O�O�L�Q�D�W�R�U�V����
�R�U���S�O�D�Q�W�V�����7�K�H���4�U�V�W���V�W�H�S�V���W�R�Z�D�U�G�V���J�U�H�H�Q�L�Q�J���D�Q�G���P�D�N�L�Q�J���R�X�U��
�S�D�U�N�V���P�R�U�H���G�L�Y�H�U�V�H���Z�H�U�H���P�D�G�H���X�Q�G�H�U���W�K�H���S�U�R�M�H�F�W���&�X�U�D�W�H�G��
Biodiversity, which is part of Arts of Survival, a European 
Capital of Culture Tartu 2024 programme.

�8�Q�W�L�O�� �Q�R�Z���� �9�D�E�D�G�X�V�H�� �3�D�U�N�� �K�D�V�� �J�R�W�W�H�Q�� �O�L�W�W�O�H�� �W�R�� �Q�R�� �X�V�H�� �E�H-
�F�D�X�V�H���R�I���L�W�V���O�D�F�N���R�I���J�U�R�X�Q�G���Y�H�J�H�W�D�W�L�R�Q���D�Q�G���V�X�Q�O�L�J�K�W�����7�K�H���D�U�H�D��
�Z�D�V���E�U�R�X�J�K�W���E�D�F�N���W�R���O�L�I�H���Z�L�W�K���O�R�F�D�O���S�O�D�Q�W���V�S�H�F�L�H�V���W�K�D�W���G�R���Z�H�O�O��
in the shade, and diversity was added with stones and dead 
wood. It is now a biodiverse urban grove where people can 
�4�Q�G�� �V�K�H�O�W�H�U�� �R�Q�� �K�R�W�� �V�X�P�P�H�U�� �G�D�\�V���� �V�L�W�� �D�Q�G�� �S�O�D�\�� �R�Q�� �W�K�H�� �W�U�H�H��
�W�U�X�Q�N�V�����R�U���S�L�F�N���Z�L�O�G���V�W�U�D�Z�E�H�U�U�L�H�V�����&�X�U�D�W�H�G���%�L�R�G�L�Y�H�U�V�L�W�\���D�O�V�R��
�F�U�H�D�W�H�G���W�K�H���4�U�V�W���X�U�E�D�Q���P�H�D�G�R�Z���L�Q���7�D�U�W�X���D�Q�G���V�W�D�U�W�H�G���F�K�D�Q�J-
ing the perspective on mowing. 

New approach to green spaces  

At the end of 2022, Tartu became a lead partner in the ur -
�E�D�Q�/�–�)�(�F�L�U�F�O�H�V���S�U�R�M�H�F�W�����Z�K�R�V�H���D�L�P���L�V���W�R���V�X�S�S�R�U�W���E�L�R�G�L�Y�H�U�V�L�W�\��
in the city while educating people about the importance of 
urban nature and inviting them to be a part of the process. 
�–�Q���0�D�\���������������8�X�H�W�X�U�X���3�D�U�N���Z�D�V���W�U�D�Q�V�I�R�U�P�H�G���I�U�R�P���D���S�D�W�F�K��
�R�I���K�H�D�Y�L�O�\���P�R�Z�H�G���J�U�D�V�V���W�R���D���J�U�H�H�Q���R�D�V�L�V�����7�R�J�H�W�K�H�U���Z�L�W�K��������
�Y�R�O�X�Q�W�H�H�U�V�����Z�H���S�O�D�Q�W�H�G���D�U�R�X�Q�G���������������S�O�D�Q�W�V���I�U�R�P���������Q�D�W�L�Y�H��
species to support local plant populations and pollinators. 
�7�R���R�X�U���V�X�U�S�U�L�V�H�����W�K�L�V���F�K�D�Q�J�H�������Z�K�L�F�K���Z�D�V���L�Q�W�H�Q�G�H�G���W�R���E�H�Q�H�4�W��
�Q�D�W�X�U�H�������D�O�V�R���P�D�G�H���W�K�H���S�D�U�N���P�R�U�H���D�W�W�U�D�F�W�L�Y�H���W�R���S�H�R�S�O�H�����)�R�U��
�W�K�H�� �4�U�V�W�� �W�L�P�H�� �H�Y�H�U���� �S�H�R�S�O�H�� �V�D�W�� �G�R�Z�Q�� �E�H�W�Z�H�H�Q�� �W�K�H�� �5�R�Z�H�U-

�E�H�G�V���R�U���U�H�D�G���E�R�R�N�V���D�Q�G���S�D�L�Q�W�H�G���S�L�F�W�X�U�H�V���X�Q�G�H�U���W�K�H���W�U�H�H�V����

�2�X�U�� �H�[�S�H�U�L�H�Q�F�H�� �L�Q�� �7�D�U�W�X�� �K�D�V�� �V�K�R�Z�Q�� �X�V�� �W�K�D�W�� �S�H�R�S�O�H�� �G�R�� �Q�R�W��
�Z�D�Q�W�� �W�R�� �V�H�H�� �K�H�D�Y�L�O�\�� �P�R�Z�H�G�� �J�U�D�V�V�� �R�U�� �W�L�G�\�� �5�R�Z�H�U�E�H�G�V�� �D�Q�G��
�Q�R�W�K�L�Q�J���H�O�V�H�����:�K�D�W���P�D�N�H�V���W�K�H�P���V�S�H�Q�G���P�R�U�H���W�L�P�H���L�Q���X�U�E�D�Q��
nature is colour, variety, and biodiversity. Several studies 
have shown that even if you are unable to recognise all the 
�5�R�Z�H�U�V���� �E�X�W�W�H�U�5�L�H�V���� �D�Q�G�� �E�X�P�E�O�H�E�H�H�V���� �\�R�X�U�� �K�H�D�O�W�K�� �D�Q�G�� �L�P-
mune system get a boost from simply spending time in an 
area that is rich in species. 

We welcome you to the European Capital of Culture Tartu 
2024! Visit us to see our urban grove, the green oasis, re -
stored frog ponds, an urban meadow and other actions we 
�K�D�Y�H���W�D�N�H�Q���W�R���U�H�F�R�Q�Q�H�F�W���S�H�R�S�O�H���Z�L�W�K���Q�D�W�X�U�H����

�E�\���0�L�U�M�D�P���9�·�V�D�V�W�H���–���P�L�U�M�D�P���Y�R�V�D�V�W�H�#�W�D�U�W�X���H�H

�S�K�R�W�R�V���E�\���0�D�Q�D���.�D�D�V�L�N�O
�E�\�����(�F�R�6�H�Q�V�H���1�*�2���_���H�F�R�V�H�Q�V�H���Q�J�R�#�J�P�D�L�O���F�R�P

Zaporizhzhia is already preparing for green post-war 
recovery, prioritizing human and environmental safety, 
human capital, energy independence, infrastructure, 
and entrepreneurship development. 

�'�X�U�L�Q�J�� �W�K�H�� �I�X�O�O���V�F�D�O�H�� �5�X�V�V�L�D�Q���8�N�U�D�L�Q�L�D�Q�� �Z�D�U���� �=�D�S�R�U�L�]�K�]�K�L�D��
�F�L�W�\�� �K�H�U�R�L�F�D�O�O�\�� �U�H�V�L�V�W�H�G�� �5�X�V�V�L�D�Q�� �D�W�W�D�F�N�H�U�V�� �D�Q�G�� �U�H�P�D�L�Q�H�G��
�X�Q�R�F�F�X�S�L�H�G���� �G�H�V�S�L�W�H�� �5�X�V�V�L�D�� �F�D�S�W�X�U�L�Q�J�� �������� �R�I�� �W�K�H��
�=�D�S�R�U�L�]�K�]�K�L�D�� �U�H�J�L�R�Q�� �L�Q�� �)�H�E�U�X�D�U�\���0�D�U�F�K�� ������������ �)�R�O�O�R�Z�L�Q�J��
�U�H�J�X�O�D�U�� �U�R�F�N�H�W�� �D�Q�G�� �D�U�W�L�O�O�H�U�\�� �D�W�W�D�F�N�V���� �W�K�H�� �F�L�W�\���V�� �X�W�L�O�L�W�L�H�V�� �D�U�H��
�Z�R�U�N�L�Q�J�� �W�R�� �U�H�V�W�R�U�H�� �L�Q�I�U�D�V�W�U�X�F�W�X�U�H���� �G�D�P�D�J�H�G�� �K�R�X�V�L�Q�J���� �D�Q�G��
communication systems to ensure that life continues as 
normal. 

�–�Q�� �)�H�E�U�X�D�U�\�� ������������ �W�K�H�� �4�U�V�W�� �U�H�J�L�R�Q�D�O�� �5�H�F�R�Y�H�U�\�� �&�R�P�P�L�W�W�H�H��
�L�Q�� �8�N�U�D�L�Q�H�� �Z�D�V�� �H�V�W�D�E�O�L�V�K�H�G�� �L�Q�� �=�D�S�R�U�L�]�K�]�K�L�D�� �W�R�� �X�Q�L�W�H�� �W�K�H��
�F�R�P�P�X�Q�L�W�\�� �D�Q�G�� �D�X�W�K�R�U�L�W�L�H�V�� �L�Q�� �S�R�V�W���Z�D�U�� �U�H�F�R�Y�H�U�\�� �H�•�R�U�W�V����
achieve sustainable results, and ensure democratic and 
transparent recovery planning processes. 

Based on public opinion surveys, focus group research, 
�I�R�U�X�P�V���� �D�Q�G�� �S�X�E�O�L�F�� �G�L�V�F�X�V�V�L�R�Q�V���� �N�H�\�� �L�V�V�X�H�V�� �Z�H�U�H�� �V�H�O�H�F�W�H�G��
for the development of sectoral recommendations for post-
�Z�D�U���U�H�F�R�Y�H�U�\�����7�K�H���4�Q�G�L�Q�J�V���R�I���H�[�S�H�U�W�V�����Z�R�U�N���D�U�H���V�X�P�P�D�U�L�]�H�G��
�L�Q�� �W�K�H�� �D�Q�D�O�\�W�L�F�D�O�� �U�H�S�R�U�W�� �7�K�H�� �*�U�H�H�Q�� �%�R�R�N�� �R�I�� �=�D�S�R�U�L�]�K�]�K�L�D��
Recovery: A Roadmap. 

Priorities for the future

The document provides an overview of post-war recovery 
�D�Q�G�� �V�X�V�W�D�L�Q�D�E�O�H�� �G�H�Y�H�O�R�S�P�H�Q�W�� �P�H�D�V�X�U�H�V�� �I�R�U�� �=�D�S�R�U�L�]�K�]�K�L�D����
which experts recommend including in recovery plans and 
�S�U�R�J�U�D�P�V�����W�D�N�L�Q�J���L�Q�W�R���D�F�F�R�X�Q�W���W�K�H���&�R�Y�H�Q�D�Q�W���R�I���0�D�\�R�U�V���I�R�U��
�&�O�L�P�D�W�H���D�Q�G���(�Q�H�U�J�\���D�Q�G���S�O�D�Q�V���I�R�U���8�N�U�D�L�Q�H���V���L�Q�W�H�J�U�D�W�L�R�Q���L�Q�W�R��
the EU and European Green Deal. 

�7�K�H�� �S�U�L�R�U�L�W�\�� �V�W�U�D�W�H�J�L�F�� �G�L�U�H�F�W�L�R�Q�V�� �R�I�� �=�D�S�R�U�L�]�K�]�K�L�D���V�� �S�R�V�W���Z�D�U��
recovery should be:
1.	 Restoring mental health and psychological 
adaptation of the population to uncertainty, which creates 
�F�R�Q�G�L�W�L�R�Q�V�� �I�R�U�� �S�V�\�F�K�R�V�R�F�L�D�O�� �Z�H�O�O���E�H�L�Q�J�� �R�I�� �F�L�W�L�]�H�Q�V���� �H�Q�D�E�O�H�V��
public engagement in the city’s recovery processes, and 
improves social interaction and social cohesion.
����	 �(�Q�V�X�U�L�Q�J�� �H�Q�Y�L�U�R�Q�P�H�Q�W�D�O�� �V�D�I�H�W�\�� �R�I�� �F�L�W�L�]�H�Q�V�� �D�Q�G��
�U�H�V�W�R�U�L�Q�J�� �W�K�H�� �H�Q�Y�L�U�R�Q�P�H�Q�W�� �D�•�H�F�W�H�G�� �E�\�� �L�Q�G�X�V�W�U�L�D�O�� �S�R�O�O�X�W�L�R�Q��
and military operations
3.	 Green restoration of energy infrastructure, 
considering the need to adapt to emergencies, address 
�F�O�L�P�D�W�H�� �F�K�D�Q�J�H���� �D�Q�G�� �P�H�H�W�� �G�H�F�D�U�E�R�Q�L�]�D�W�L�R�Q�� �J�R�D�O�V�� �D�G�R�S�W�H�G��
by the Covenant of Mayors
4.	 Economic recovery through entrepreneurship and 
technology development, cluster creation, promotion of 
cultural and creative industries, and integration of IDPs.
5.	 Restoration and development of infrastructure with 
inclusiveness, barrier-free accessibility, and environmental 
�I�U�L�H�Q�G�O�L�Q�H�V�V�����%�X�L�O�G���%�D�F�N���*�U�H�H�Q�H�U�����D�V���J�X�L�G�L�Q�J���S�U�L�Q�F�L�S�O�H�V��
����	 �0�R�G�H�U�Q�L�]�L�Q�J�� �D�Q�G�� �U�H�F�R�Q�V�W�U�X�F�W�L�Q�J�� �W�K�H�� �K�R�X�V�L�Q�J��
�V�H�F�W�R�U���I�R�U���H�Q�H�U�J�\���H�]�F�L�H�Q�F�\�����L�Q�F�O�X�V�L�Y�H�Q�H�V�V�����D�F�F�H�V�V�L�E�L�O�L�W�\�����D�Q�G��
climate change adaptation. 
7.	 Community development through programs for 
the integration of IDPs as additional human capital.

�(�•�H�F�W�L�Y�H�� �F�R�R�S�H�U�D�W�L�R�Q�� �D�P�R�Q�J�� �F�L�W�L�]�H�Q�V���� �O�R�F�D�O�� �J�R�Y�H�U�Q�P�H�Q�W����
�S�X�E�O�L�F�� �R�U�J�D�Q�L�]�D�W�L�R�Q�V���� �E�X�V�L�Q�H�V�V�H�V���� �D�Q�G�� �W�K�H�� �V�W�D�W�H���� �D�V�� �Z�H�O�O��
as international partnerships and lessons learned from 
�(�X�U�R�S�H�D�Q�� �F�L�W�L�H�V���� �D�U�H�� �F�U�X�F�L�D�O�� �I�R�U�� �=�D�S�R�U�L�]�K�]�K�L�D���V�� �J�U�H�H�Q�� �S�R�V�W��
war recovery. Today, despite wartime challenges, the entire 
�F�R�P�P�X�Q�L�W�\���R�I���=�D�S�R�U�L�]�K�]�K�L�D���L�V���G�H�G�L�F�D�W�H�G���W�R���I�R�V�W�H�U�L�Q�J���W�K�H�V�H��
conditions.

THE GREEN BOOK OF 
ZAPORIZHZHIA RECOVERY
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�E�\���$�Q�Q�D�O�L�L�Q�D���3�D�K�N�D�O�D���–���D�Q�Q�D�O�L�L�Q�D���S�D�K�N�D�O�D�#�H�V�S�R�R���4������

�–�Q���W�U�X�O�\���K�D�S�S�\���D�Q�G���I�X�O�4�O�O�L�Q�J���O�L�I�H�����S�H�R�S�O�H���Q�H�H�G���W�R���E�H��
able to look beyond mere survival needs and enjoy 
expressing themselves, creating, and experiencing 
joyful things. Often, this can be achieved via arts 
and culture. Culture brings people together, 
creates meaning, and strengthens the sense of 
belonging. Espoo, the second largest city in Finland 
and the Chair of the Cultural Cities Commission 
���������+������������ �L�P�S�O�H�P�H�Q�W�V�� �V�H�Y�H�U�D�O�� �P�R�G�H�O�V�� �W�R�� �H�Q�V�X�U�H��
that in experiencing culture, no one is left behind.

During challenging times, it is common for public 
discourse to portray art and culture as excessive 
�O�X�[�X�U�L�H�V���� �R�Y�H�U�O�R�R�N�L�Q�J�� �W�K�H�L�U�� �F�R�Q�V�L�G�H�U�D�E�O�H�� �S�R�Z�H�U�� �W�R��
create well-being. Regrettably, the discourse can 
�U�L�Q�J�� �W�U�X�H�� �I�R�U�� �L�Q�G�L�Y�L�G�X�D�O�V�� �H�[�S�H�U�L�H�Q�F�L�Q�J�� �4�Q�D�Q�F�L�D�O���V�W�U�D�L�Q����
�P�D�N�L�Q�J�� �L�W�� �G�L�]�F�X�O�W�� �I�R�U�� �W�K�H�P�� �W�R�� �H�Q�J�D�J�H�� �L�Q�� �F�X�O�W�X�U�D�O��
�D�F�W�L�Y�L�W�L�H�V���� �.�D�L�N�X�N�R�U�W�W�L���� �4�U�V�W�� �L�Q�W�U�R�G�X�F�H�G�� �L�Q�� �(�V�S�R�R���� �Z�D�V��
�F�U�H�D�W�H�G�� �W�R�� �W�D�F�N�O�H�� �W�K�L�V�� �S�U�R�E�O�H�P�� �E�\�� �Z�R�U�N�L�Q�J�� �D�V�� �D�� �I�U�H�H��
�R�I���F�K�D�U�J�H���W�L�F�N�H�W���W�R���P�D�Q�\���F�X�O�W�X�U�D�O���Y�H�Q�X�H�V���D�Q�G���F�R�X�U�V�H�V����
�–�W�� �L�V�� �D�� �N�L�Q�G���� �D�F�F�H�V�V�L�E�O�H�� �Z�D�\�� �W�R�� �O�R�Z�H�U�� �W�K�H�� �E�D�U�U�L�H�U�� �I�R�U��
�H�[�S�H�U�L�H�Q�F�L�Q�J���F�X�O�W�X�U�H�����G�H�V�S�L�W�H���R�Q�H���V���4�Q�D�Q�F�L�D�O���V�W�D�W�X�V��

�(�V�S�R�R���D�O�V�R���D�S�S�U�R�D�F�K�H�V���L�W�V���F�L�W�L�]�H�Q�V���Z�L�W�K���F�U�R�V�V���V�H�F�W�R�U�D�O��
methods to create services for meaningful spare time. 
�(�V�S�R�R���V�� �&�X�O�W�X�U�D�O�� �D�Q�G�� �6�S�R�U�W�V�� �8�Q�L�W�V�� �Z�R�U�N�� �W�R�J�H�W�K�H�U�� �W�R��
�R�•�H�U�� �V�H�Q�L�R�U�� �F�L�W�L�]�H�Q�V�� �M�R�\�I�X�O�� �P�R�P�H�Q�W�V�� �R�I�� �D�U�W�V���� �F�X�O�W�X�U�H����
�D�Q�G�� �H�[�H�U�F�L�V�H�� �Q�H�D�U�� �W�K�H�L�U�� �K�R�P�H�V�� �Y�L�D�� �6�H�Q�L�R�U�L�S�D�N�X�� ���7�K�H��
�6�H�Q�L�R�U�� �9�D�Q������ �6�H�Q�L�R�U�L�S�D�N�X���� �R�S�H�U�D�W�L�Q�J�� �Z�K�H�Q�� �P�D�Q�\��
�V�H�U�Y�L�F�H�V���D�U�H���R�Q���D���V�X�P�P�H�U���E�U�H�D�N�����P�D�N�H�V���V�W�R�S�V���D�U�R�X�Q�G��
�(�V�S�R�R���� �P�D�N�L�Q�J�� �D�F�F�H�V�V�� �W�R�� �F�X�O�W�X�U�D�O�� �D�Q�G�� �V�S�R�U�W�V�� �V�H�U�Y�L�F�H�V��
�H�D�V�\�� �I�R�U�� �V�H�Q�L�R�U�� �F�L�W�L�]�H�Q�V���� �:�L�W�K�� �D�� �P�R�Y�L�Q�J�� �V�H�U�Y�L�F�H����
�(�V�S�R�R���W�D�F�N�O�H�V���W�K�H���F�K�D�O�O�H�Q�J�H���R�I���W�K�H���F�L�W�\���V���Y�D�V�W���V�L�]�H���D�Q�G��
widespread population.

Bringing people together

The importance of meaningful spare time has been 
�U�H�F�R�J�Q�L�V�H�G�� �R�Q�� �D�� �Q�D�W�L�R�Q�D�O�� �O�H�Y�H�O�� �L�Q�� �)�L�Q�O�D�Q�G���� �Z�K�L�F�K��
�L�Q�W�U�R�G�X�F�H�G�� �W�K�H�� �Q�D�W�L�R�Q�Z�L�G�H�� �)�L�Q�Q�L�V�K�� �0�R�G�H�O�� �I�R�U�� �/�H�L�V�X�U�H��
�$�F�W�L�Y�L�W�L�H�V�� �L�Q�� ������������ �7�K�H�� �P�R�G�H�O���V�� �D�L�P�� �L�V�� �W�R�� �R�•�H�U�� �O�H�L�V�X�U�H��
activities for children, near their schools and free of 
�F�K�D�U�J�H���� �*�U�H�D�W�� �F�D�U�H�� �K�D�V�� �E�H�H�Q�� �W�D�N�H�Q�� �W�R�� �I�R�U�P�X�O�D�W�H�� �W�K�H��
hobby catalogue according to the preferences of 
children and young people in Espoo’s implementation 
of the model, the Espoo Hobby Path. It joins the 
forces of culture, sports, and education to truly serve 
�F�K�L�O�G�U�H�Q�� �D�Q�G�� �\�R�X�Q�J�� �S�H�R�S�O�H�� �+�� �H�V�S�H�F�L�D�O�O�\�� �W�K�R�V�H�� �Z�K�R��
�P�L�J�K�W���R�W�K�H�U�Z�L�V�H���O�D�F�N���D�F�F�H�V�V���W�R���K�R�E�E�L�H�V����

�1�R�W�� �R�Q�O�\�� �G�R�� �S�U�R�J�U�D�P�P�H�V�� �V�X�F�K�� �D�V�� �6�H�Q�L�R�U�L�S�D�N�X�� �R�U��
�W�K�H�� �(�V�S�R�R�� �+�R�E�E�\�� �3�D�W�K�� �R�•�H�U�� �L�Q�W�H�U�H�V�W�L�Q�J�� �D�F�W�L�Y�L�W�L�H�V�� �W�R��
�S�H�R�S�O�H�� �R�I�� �G�L�•�H�U�H�Q�W�� �D�J�H�V���� �E�X�W�� �W�K�H�\�� �D�O�V�R�� �F�U�H�D�W�H�� �V�S�D�F�H�V��
for coming together. That is perhaps where culture’s 
�W�U�X�H���S�R�Z�H�U���O�L�H�V���+���L�Q���L�W�V���D�E�L�O�L�W�\���W�R���E�U�L�Q�J���S�H�R�S�O�H���W�R�J�H�W�K�H�U��
to experience meaningful things.

ARTS AND CULTURE: BRINGING PEOPLE 
TOGETHER FOR A MEANINGFUL LIFE

photo by Laura Löfman 

photo by Pauli Boström

�$�V�� �W�K�H�� �X�U�J�H�Q�F�\�� �W�R�� �D�G�G�U�H�V�V�� �F�O�L�P�D�W�H�� �F�K�D�Q�J�H�� �L�Q�W�H�Q�V�L�4�H�V����
�F�R�O�O�D�E�R�U�D�W�L�Y�H�� �H�•�R�U�W�V�� �D�Q�G�� �L�Q�Q�R�Y�D�W�L�Y�H�� �D�S�S�U�R�D�F�K�H�V��
become paramount in achieving climate neutrality in 
�F�L�W�L�H�V�����2�Q�H���V�X�F�K���L�Q�L�W�L�D�W�L�Y�H���D�L�P�L�Q�J���I�R�U���V�L�J�Q�L�4�F�D�Q�W���V�W�U�L�G�H�V��
in the Baltic Sea Region is the Climate-4-CAST project.

Climate-4-CAST, a transnational cooperation project co-
funded under the Interreg Baltic Sea Region Programme, 
embodies the commitment of UBC member cities to lead the 
way towards sustainable urban environments. At its core, 
Climate-4-CAST empowers local public authorities through 
�D�Q�� �R�S�H�Q���V�R�X�U�F�H�� �G�H�F�L�V�L�R�Q�� �V�X�S�S�R�U�W�� �W�R�R�O���� �O�L�Q�N�L�Q�J�� �F�O�L�P�D�W�H��
actions to municipal budgets and ultimately enabling the 
establishment of climate budgets.

Launched in November 2023 with a projected completion 
�G�D�W�H���R�I���2�F�W�R�E�H�U���������������&�O�L�P�D�W�H�������&�$�6�7���X�Q�L�W�H�V���D���F�R�Q�V�R�U�W�L�X�P��
�R�I�� ������ �G�L�Y�H�U�V�H�� �S�D�U�W�Q�H�U�V�� �I�U�R�P�� �'�H�Q�P�D�U�N���� �)�L�Q�O�D�Q�G���� �*�H�U�P�D�Q�\����
Latvia, Poland, and Sweden. Led by the HafenCity University 
Hamburg (DE), the partnership includes two UBC member 
cities, Aarhus (DK) and Riga (LV), among its six pilot cities, 
alongside other UBC members serving as Associated 
�2�U�J�D�Q�L�V�D�W�L�R�Q�V���L�Q���W�K�H���S�U�R�M�H�F�W�����9�¦�[�M�¸���D�Q�G���/�X�O�H�§�����6�(�������+�D�P�E�X�U�J��
���'�(������ �7�X�U�N�X�� ���)�–������ �D�Q�G�� �*�G�D���V�N�� ���3�/������ �/�H�D�G�L�Q�J�� �W�K�H�� �S�U�R�M�H�F�W���V��
transfer and dissemination activities in the Baltic Sea 
Region and beyond is the Sustainable Cities Commission of 
the Union of the Baltic Cities.

Project’s objectives

The project’s innovative approach aims to confront critical 
challenges hindering climate action across cities in the 
region. By providing essential and practical decision-
support, Climate-4-CAST addresses uncertainties 

surrounding emission impacts, timing, and associated costs 
�Z�L�W�K�L�Q���O�R�F�D�O���S�X�E�O�L�F���D�X�W�K�R�U�L�W�L�H�V�����0�R�U�H�R�Y�H�U�����W�K�H���S�U�R�M�H�F�W���V�H�H�N�V��
to bridge the gap between climate experts and decision-
�P�D�N�H�U�V���� �I�R�V�W�H�U�L�Q�J�� �P�R�U�H�� �H�•�H�F�W�L�Y�H�� �F�R�P�P�X�Q�L�F�D�W�L�R�Q�� �D�Q�G��
�L�Q�I�R�U�P�H�G���G�H�F�L�V�L�R�Q���P�D�N�L�Q�J��

�7�K�U�R�X�J�K�� �F�R�O�O�D�E�R�U�D�W�L�Y�H�� �H�•�R�U�W�V�� �Z�L�W�K�� �G�L�Y�H�U�V�H�� �V�W�D�N�H�K�R�O�G�H�U�V��
from the Baltic Sea Region countries, Climate-4-CAST 
aims to support cities in implementing climate actions 
�H�•�H�F�W�L�Y�H�O�\���� �%�\�� �F�D�W�D�O�\�V�L�Q�J�� �L�Q�Q�R�Y�D�W�L�R�Q�� �D�Q�G�� �E�H�V�W�� �S�U�D�F�W�L�F�H�V��
within the Climate-4-CAST project, UBC members and the 
other project partners continue to serve as trendsetters in 
the Baltic Sea Region and beyond, driving the EU agenda 
towards a green and just transition.

In the broader context of the UBC Sustainability Action 
�3�U�R�J�U�D�P�P�H�� ������������ �&�O�L�P�D�W�H�������&�$�6�7�� �H�[�H�P�S�O�L�4�H�V�� �W�K�H��
commitment of UBC member cities to lead the way 
in ambitious climate strategies and to promote the 
dissemination of tools and methods developed in 
sustainability-related projects across UBC cities. Through 
partnerships and collaborative initiatives such as the 
Climate-4-CAST project, UBC members remain at the 
forefront of advancing sustainable urban development in 
the Baltic Sea Region.

�E�\���&�O�L�P�D�W�H�������&�$�6�7���S�U�R�M�H�F�W���W�H�D�P���_���F�O�L�P�D�W�H�������F�D�V�W�#�K�F�X���K�D�P�E�X�U�J���G�H

�S�K�R�W�R���E�\���k�.�D�Q�Q�D�S�D�W�������V�W�R�F�N���D�G�R�E�H���F�R�P��

ADVANCING CLIMATE NEUTRALITY IN 
BALTIC SEA REGION CITIES THROUGH 

TRANSNATIONAL COOPERATION
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�E�\���.�D�X�Q�R���(�Q�H�U�J�L�M�D���_���Z�Z�Z���N�D�X�Q�R�H�Q�H�U�J�L�M�D���O�W��

USE OF RENEVABLE ENERGY RESOURCES 
IN KAUNAS

Energy transformation – from natural gas to biofuel.
One of the goals of Lithuania’s national energy strate -
gy is to achieve by 2050 that heat production does not 
emit CO2 into the environment. Kauno Energija active -
ly contributes to this target: the company implements 
less polluting technologies and applies preventive mea -
sures.

In order to reduce the use of fossil fuels (natural gas) in heat 
�S�U�R�G�X�F�W�L�R�Q�����L�Q�������������
�.�D�X�Q�R���(�Q�H�U�J�L�M�D�����V�W�D�U�W�H�G���L�Q�Y�H�V�W�L�Q�J���L�Q���W�K�H��
construction of thermal boilers using biofuel. Using support 
�I�U�R�P���W�K�H���(�X�U�R�S�H�D�Q���8�Q�L�R�Q���6�W�U�X�F�W�X�U�D�O���)�X�Q�G�V���D�Q�G���W�K�H���/�L�W�K�X�D-
�Q�L�D�Q���(�Q�Y�L�U�R�Q�P�H�Q�W�D�O���–�Q�Y�H�V�W�P�H�Q�W���)�X�Q�G�����
�.�D�X�Q�R���(�Q�H�U�J�L�M�D�����K�D�V��
�L�Q�Y�H�V�W�H�G���P�R�U�H���W�K�D�Q�������������P�L�O�O�L�R�Q���H�X�U�R���L�Q���W�K�H���F�R�Q�V�W�U�X�F�W�L�R�Q���R�I��
biofuel boilers in recent years. This has increased the share 
of heat generated from renewable energy sources from 
�������W�R���������S�H�U���F�H�Q�W�����7�K�H���D�P�R�X�Q�W���R�I���J�U�H�H�Q�K�R�X�V�H���J�D�V�H�V�����&�2������
emitted by the company in 2021 was 22,203 tons.

�7�K�H���H�Q�H�U�J�\�� �W�U�D�Q�V�I�R�U�P�D�W�L�R�Q���R�I�� �
�.�D�X�Q�R���(�Q�H�U�J�L�M�D������ �W�U�D�Q�V�L�W�L�R�Q-
ing from fossil fuels to the use of renewable energy resourc -
es, has received international recognition. At the Global Dis -
trict Energy Climate Awards ceremony, the company won 
an award for the modernisation of Kaunas city’s heat econ -
omy, which had the greatest impact on reducing carbon di -
�R�[�L�G�H�����&�2�������H�P�L�V�V�L�R�Q�V��

Newly constructed buildings utilising city heat are clas -
�V�L�4�H�G���L�Q���W�K�H���$�������H�Q�H�U�J�\���H�]�F�L�H�Q�F�\���F�O�D�V�V��

In accordance with the Construction Technical Regulations, 
newly constructed buildings must comply with the A++ en -
�H�U�J�\���H�]�F�L�H�Q�F�\���F�O�D�V�V�����7�K�L�V���P�H�D�Q�V���W�K�D�W���D���O�D�U�J�H�U���S�R�U�W�L�R�Q���R�I���W�K�H��
building’s consumed energy must come from renewable 

energy sources. According to the same regulation, the heat 
supplied by the company is recognised as produced from 
renewable energy sources. Therefore, the buildings sup -
plied with it will meet the requirements of the A++ energy 
�H�]�F�L�H�Q�F�\���F�O�D�V�V��

We guarantee environmentally friendly heat produc -
tion to our business clients.

We care not only about the environment but also about 
�P�R�W�L�Y�D�W�L�Q�J�� �R�X�U�� �F�X�V�W�R�P�H�U�V�� �W�R�� �X�V�H�� �F�L�W�\�� �K�H�D�W���� �)�R�U�� �E�X�V�L�Q�H�V�V��
�F�X�V�W�R�P�H�U�V���� �Z�H�� �Z�L�O�O�� �S�U�R�Y�L�G�H�� �D�� �J�X�D�U�D�Q�W�H�H�� ���F�H�U�W�L�4�F�D�W�H���� �H�Y�H�U�\��
�P�R�Q�W�K�� �Z�L�W�K�� �W�K�H�� �L�Q�Y�R�L�F�H���� �F�R�Q�4�U�P�L�Q�J�� �W�K�D�W�� �W�K�H�� �K�H�D�W�� �H�Q�H�U�J�\��
supplied by us was produced from renewable energy sourc -
es.

�$�G�G�L�W�L�R�Q�D�O���H�•�R�U�W�V���E�\���W�K�H���F�R�P�S�D�Q�\���W�R���U�H�G�X�F�H���&�2�����H�P�L�V-
sions

• �:�H���D�U�H���L�Q�V�W�D�O�O�L�Q�J���E�L�R�I�X�H�O���4�U�H�G���K�H�D�W���J�H�Q�H�U�D�W�L�R�Q���X�Q�L�W�V���L�Q���R�X�U��
own production sources.
���� �:�H�� �U�H�F�R�Q�V�W�U�X�F�W�� �D�Q�� �D�Y�H�U�D�J�H�� �R�I�� ���� �N�P�� �R�I�� �K�H�D�W�� �V�X�S�S�O�\�� �Q�H�W-
�Z�R�U�N�V���R�I���Y�D�U�L�R�X�V���G�L�D�P�H�W�H�U�V���D�Q�Q�X�D�O�O�\��
�����:�H���F�R�Q�G�X�F�W���
�J�U�H�H�Q�����S�U�R�F�X�U�H�P�H�Q�W�����:�H���V�H�O�H�F�W���V�X�S�S�O�L�H�U�V���Q�R�W��
only based on the price and quality of goods, services, or 
�Z�R�U�N���E�X�W���D�O�V�R���E�D�V�H�G���R�Q���W�K�H�L�U���O�H�V�V�H�U���H�Q�Y�L�U�R�Q�P�H�Q�W�D�O���L�P�S�D�F�W��
�����:�H���J�U�D�G�X�D�O�O�\���U�H�Q�H�Z���R�X�U���5�H�H�W���R�I���Y�H�K�L�F�O�H�V���E�\���F�K�R�R�V�L�Q�J���H�O�H�F-
tric and hybrid cars.
• We sort waste generated in production and administrative 
activities and dispose of it to waste management compa -
nies according to established procedures.
�����7�K�H���F�R�P�S�D�Q�\���W�D�N�H�V���W�K�H���L�Q�L�W�L�D�W�L�Y�H���W�R���L�Q�I�R�U�P���W�K�H���S�X�E�O�L�F���D�E�R�X�W��
energy-saving measures in order to reduce air pollution.

�E�\���&�L�W�\���3�U�R�P�R�W�L�R�Q���2�]�F�H���L�Q���'�D�U���R�Z�R���–���S�U�R�P�R�F�M�D�#�G�D�U�O�R�Z�R���S�O

ECOLOGY.                  
ACTION IS NEEDED!

�7�K�H�� �F�L�W�\�� �R�I�� �'�D�U���R�Z�R�� �L�V�� �R�S�H�Q�� �W�R�� �H�F�R�O�R�J�L�F�D�O�� �L�Q�L�W�L�D�W�L�Y�H�V���� �–�W��
recently hosted an expedition under the slogan “Save 
�W�K�H�� �%�D�O�W�L�F�� �6�H�D������ �–�W�� �D�O�V�R�� �S�U�R�X�G�O�\�� �S�U�R�P�R�W�H�V�� �L�W�V�� �R�Z�Q�� �S�D�U�N��
revitalization projects and a unique nature footbridge 
over the dune.

At the end of March, beautiful sunny weather graced the 
�E�H�D�F�K�� �L�Q�� �'�D�U���R�Z�R���� �8�V�X�D�O�O�\���� �D�W�� �W�K�L�V�� �W�L�P�H�� �R�I�� �\�H�D�U���� �W�K�H�U�H�� �D�U�H��
�R�Q�O�\���D���I�H�Z���Z�D�O�N�H�U�V���K�H�U�H�����D�V���W�K�H���V�H�D�V�R�Q���L�V���V�W�L�O�O���V�H�Y�H�U�D�O���Z�H�H�N�V��
away. However, on that day it was full of life. Members of 
�D���V�S�H�F�L�D�O���H�[�S�H�G�L�W�L�R�Q���X�Q�G�H�U���W�K�H���V�O�R�J�D�Q���
�6�D�Y�H���W�K�H���%�D�O�W�L�F���6�H�D������
�Z�D�O�N�H�G�� �D�F�U�R�V�V�� �W�K�H�� �'�D�U���R�Z�R�� �E�H�D�F�K���� �*�X�H�V�W�V�� �I�U�R�P�� �/�L�W�K�X�D�Q�L�D����
�/�D�W�Y�L�D���� �(�V�W�R�Q�L�D���� �D�Q�G�� �–�W�D�O�\�� �D�U�H�� �W�U�D�Y�H�O�L�Q�J�� �W�K�U�R�X�J�K�� ���� �F�R�X�Q�W�U�L�H�V��
�F�R�Y�H�U�L�Q�J�� �D�� �G�L�V�W�D�Q�F�H�� �R�I�� ���������� �N�P���� �$�O�O�� �W�R�� �G�U�D�Z�� �D�W�W�H�Q�W�L�R�Q�� �W�R��
ecology and the pollution problems of the Baltic Sea. 

It was an excellent opportunity to involve local preschool 
children and maritime school students in the cleanup of 
�'�D�U���R�Z�R�� �E�H�D�F�K���� �$�� �O�D�U�J�H�� �G�H�O�H�J�D�W�L�R�Q�� �R�I�� �U�H�V�L�G�H�Q�W�V�� �Z�H�O�F�R�P�H�G��
�W�K�H���H�[�S�H�G�L�W�L�R�Q���S�D�U�W�L�F�L�S�D�Q�W�V���R�Q���W�K�H���E�H�D�F�K���L�Q���'�D�U���R�Z�R�����(�Y�H�U�\-
one joined in the ecological action.

�
�:�H���O�H�D�U�Q�H�G���D�E�R�X�W���W�K�L�V���X�Q�L�T�X�H���H�[�S�H�G�L�W�L�R�Q���I�U�R�P���/�L�W�K�X�D�Q�L�D�Q��
�R�U�J�D�Q�L�]�H�U�V���G�X�U�L�Q�J���W�K�H���O�D�V�W���*�H�Q�H�U�D�O���&�R�Q�I�H�U�H�Q�F�H���R�I���W�K�H���8�%�&���L�Q��

�3�D�O�D�Q�J�D�������V�D�\�V���$�U�N�D�G�L�X�V�]���.�O�L�P�R�Z�L�F�]�����W�K�H���0�D�\�R�U���R�I���'�D�U���R�Z�R����
�
�:�H���Z�H�U�H���L�Q���F�R�Q�V�W�D�Q�W���F�R�Q�W�D�F�W���Z�L�W�K���W�K�R�V�H���P�D�U�F�K�L�Q�J���D�O�R�Q�J���W�K�H��
Baltic Sea shore and decided to use this day for ecological 
�D�F�W�L�Y�L�W�L�H�V���L�Q���R�X�U���F�L�W�\�������K�H���D�G�G�V��

�7�K�L�V�� �Z�D�V�� �Q�R�W�� �W�K�H�� �4�U�V�W�� �H�F�R�O�R�J�L�F�D�O�� �D�F�W�L�R�Q�� �R�I�� �W�K�L�V�� �W�\�S�H�� �L�Q��
�'�D�U���R�Z�R���� �7�K�H�� �F�L�W�\�� �S�U�R�X�G�O�\�� �S�U�R�P�R�W�H�V�� �L�W�V�� �R�U�L�J�L�Q�D�O�� �S�U�R�M�H�F�W��
�F�D�O�O�H�G�� �
�*�U�H�H�Q�� �'�D�U���R�Z�R������ �Z�L�W�K�L�Q�� �Z�K�L�F�K���� �W�K�D�Q�N�V�� �W�R�� �I�X�Q�G�L�Q�J��
�I�U�R�P���W�K�H���(�X�U�R�S�H�D�Q���8�Q�L�R�Q���� �L�W���U�H�V�W�R�U�H�G���W�K�U�H�H���F�L�W�\�� �S�D�U�N�V���D�Q�G��
created a completely new one from scratch.
In total, nearly 12 hectares of city greenery have gained a 
�Q�H�Z�� �O�R�R�N���� �7�K�H�V�H�� �D�U�H�D�V�� �Z�H�U�H�� �S�U�R�P�R�W�H�G�� �G�X�U�L�Q�J�� �O�D�V�W�� �\�H�D�U���V��
�
�&�O�H�D�Q�����*�U�H�H�Q���&�L�W�L�H�V�����F�D�P�S�D�L�J�Q�����–�Q���'�D�U���R�Z�R�����W�K�H���R�U�J�D�Q�L�]�H�U�V��
�P�H�W���Z�L�W�K���U�H�V�L�G�H�Q�W�V���L�Q���
�:�\�V�S�D�����R�V�R�V�L�R�Z�D�������
�6�D�O�P�R�Q���V���–�V�O�D�Q�G����
�S�D�U�N���� �7�K�D�W���L�V���Z�K�H�U�H���D���F�O�H�D�Q�X�S���D�F�W�L�R�Q���W�R�R�N���S�O�D�F�H������������ �N�J���R�I��
waste were collected) and trees were planted (5 catalpa 
trees). A number of interesting attractions were prepared. 
�(�F�R�O�R�J�L�F�D�O�� �Z�R�U�N�V�K�R�S�V�� ���L�Q�F�O�X�G�L�Q�J�� �P�D�N�L�Q�J�� �Z�L�F�N�H�U�� �S�U�R�G�X�F�W�V��
�I�U�R�P�� �S�D�S�H�U���� �
�]�H�U�R�� �Z�D�V�W�H������ �D�Q�G�� �Z�D�V�W�H�� �V�H�J�U�H�J�D�W�L�R�Q�� �F�O�D�V�V�H�V��
were conducted.

�
�'�D�U���R�Z�R���L�V���D���J�U�H�H�Q���F�L�W�\���W�K�D�W���Q�R�W���R�Q�O�\���I�R�F�X�V�H�V���R�Q���L�Q�G�L�Y�L�G�X�D�O��
actions, but also proudly promotes the country’s only na -
�W�X�U�H���I�R�R�W�E�U�L�G�J�H���E�X�L�O�W���R�Y�H�U���W�K�H���G�X�Q�H�����V�D�\�V���$�U�W�X�U���:�H�M�Q�H�U�R�Z�V-
�N�L�����+�H�D�G���R�I���W�K�H���&�L�W�\���3�U�R�P�R�W�L�R�Q���2�]�F�H�����
�)�U�R�P���W�K�H�U�H�����\�R�X���F�D�Q��
admire protected plant species, and in the evenings, watch 
�W�K�H���P�R�V�W���E�H�D�X�W�L�I�X�O���V�X�Q�V�H�W�V�������K�H���D�G�G�V��

�7�K�H���J�U�H�H�Q���W�U�D�Q�V�I�R�U�P�D�W�L�R�Q���L�Q���'�D�U���R�Z�R���L�Q�Y�R�O�Y�H�V���P�X�F�K���P�R�U�H��
action. The city implemented a project to replace furnac -
�H�V�� �D�V�� �S�D�U�W�� �R�I�� �W�K�H�� �
�:�H�V�W�� �3�R�P�H�U�D�Q�L�D�Q�� �$�Q�W�L���6�P�R�J�� �3�U�R�J�U�D�P������
�'�D�U���R�Z�R�� �D�O�V�R�� �M�R�L�Q�H�G�� �W�K�H�� �Q�D�W�L�R�Q�Z�L�G�H�� �
�:�D�U�P�� �+�R�P�H���� �S�U�R-
�J�U�D�P�����Z�K�L�F�K���4�Q�D�Q�F�L�D�O�O�\���V�X�S�S�R�U�W�V���L�Q�L�W�L�D�W�L�Y�H�V���D�L�P�H�G���D�W���U�H�S�O�D�F-
ing heating sources and insulating buildings.
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92nd UBC Executive Board meeting, Riga, 24-26 April 2024

The meeting was opened by UBC President Mantas Jurgutis. 
�/�L�Q�G�D���2�]�R�O�D�����'�H�S�X�W�\���&�K�D�L�U���R�I���5�L�J�D���&�L�W�\���&�R�X�Q�F�L�O�����Z�H�O�F�R�P�H�G���W�K�H��
participants and presented the city of Riga.

�$�X�U�«�O�L�H���5�R�\�H�W���*�R�X�Q�L�Q�����$�P�E�D�V�V�D�G�R�U���R�I���)�U�D�Q�F�H���L�Q���/�D�W�Y�L�D�����L�Q�Y�L�W�H�G��
�8�%�&�� �F�L�W�L�H�V�� �W�R�� �W�K�H�� ���U�G�� �H�G�L�W�L�R�Q�� �R�I�� �W�K�H�� �8�Q�L�W�H�G�� �1�D�W�L�R�Q�V�� �2�F�H�D�Q��
�&�R�Q�I�H�U�H�Q�F�H�� ���8�1�2�&������ �Z�K�L�F�K�� �Z�L�O�O�� �E�H�� �F�R���K�R�V�W�H�G�� �E�\�� �)�U�D�Q�F�H�� �D�Q�G��
Costa Rica and held in Nice on 9-13 June 2025. The overarching 
�W�K�H�P�H���R�I���W�K�H���&�R�Q�I�H�U�H�Q�F�H���L�V���
�$�F�F�H�O�H�U�D�W�L�Q�J���D�F�W�L�R�Q���D�Q�G���P�R�E�L�O�L�]�L�Q�J��
�D�O�O���D�F�W�R�U�V���W�R���F�R�Q�V�H�U�Y�H���D�Q�G���V�X�V�W�D�L�Q�D�E�O�\���X�V�H���W�K�H���R�F�H�D�Q����

�8�%�&�� �D�F�F�H�S�W�H�G�� �8�N�U�D�L�Q�L�D�Q�� �F�L�W�L�H�V�� �5�X�E�L�]�K�Q�H�� �D�Q�G�� �&�K�H�U�Q�L�K�L�Y�N�D��
as Associated Cities and Rivne region as Partner. The 
representatives made presentations introducing their cities 
and region.

�+�H�O�S�� �I�R�U�� �8�N�U�D�L�Q�H�� �K�D�V�� �E�H�H�Q�� �F�R�Q�W�L�Q�X�R�X�V�O�\�� �K�L�J�K�� �R�Q�� �W�K�H�� �8�%�&��
Agenda. In April UBC was accepted as an associate partner 
of the European Alliance of Cities and Regions for the 
�5�H�F�R�Q�V�W�U�X�F�W�L�R�Q�� �R�I�� �8�N�U�D�L�Q�H���� �7�K�H�� �$�O�O�L�D�Q�F�H�� �Z�D�V�� �O�D�X�Q�F�K�H�G�� �E�\�� �W�K�H��
Committee of Regions and its partners, including EU and 
�8�N�U�D�L�Q�L�D�Q�� �D�V�V�R�F�L�D�W�L�R�Q�V�� �R�I�� �O�R�F�D�O�� �D�Q�G�� �U�H�J�L�R�Q�D�O�� �D�X�W�K�R�U�L�W�L�H�V���� �W�R��
�F�R�R�U�G�L�Q�D�W�H�� �W�K�H�L�U�� �M�R�L�Q�W�� �H�•�R�U�W�V�� �G�L�U�H�F�W�H�G�� �W�R�Z�D�U�G�V�� �K�H�O�S�L�Q�J�� �W�K�H��
�U�H�F�R�Y�H�U�\���D�Q�G���U�H�F�R�Q�V�W�U�X�F�W�L�R�Q���R�I���8�N�U�D�L�Q�H��

�$�W�� �W�K�H�� �O�D�V�W�� �*�H�Q�H�U�D�O�� �&�R�Q�I�H�U�H�Q�F�H�� �L�Q�� �3�D�O�D�Q�J�D���� �2�F�W�R�E�H�U�� ������������
�W�K�H�� �7�D�V�N�� �)�R�U�F�H�� �W�R�� �G�L�V�F�X�V�V�� �8�N�U�D�L�Q�L�D�Q�� �F�L�W�L�H�V�� �P�H�P�E�H�U�V�K�L�S�� �D�Q�G��
�S�D�U�W�L�F�L�S�D�W�L�R�Q���L�Q���8�%�&���Z�D�V���H�V�W�D�E�O�L�V�K�H�G�����0�D�U�N�R���3�D�X�Q�R�Y�L�F�����+�H�D�G���R�I��
�8�%�&���$�Q�W�H�Q�Q�D���L�Q���%�U�X�V�V�H�O�V�����Z�K�L�F�K���P�R�G�H�U�D�W�H�V���W�K�H���7�)�����S�U�H�V�H�Q�W�H�G��
the proposed action plan with the time frame. The main aim of 

�W�K�H���7�)���L�V���W�R���S�U�H�S�D�U�H���W�K�H���I�U�D�P�H�Z�R�U�N���I�R�U���W�K�H���L�Q�W�H�J�U�D�W�L�R�Q���R�I���Q�H�Z��
�8�N�U�D�L�Q�L�D�Q�� �F�L�W�L�H�V�� �L�Q�W�R�� �W�K�H�� �8�%�&�� �D�F�W�L�Y�L�W�L�H�V���� �V�X�S�S�R�U�W�� �W�K�H�P�� �G�X�U�L�Q�J��
the war, and post-war democratic consolidation and recovery. 
�7�K�H�� �7�)�� �Z�L�O�O�� �F�R�Q�V�L�V�W�� �R�I�� �W�K�H�� �0�H�P�E�H�U�� �&�L�W�L�H�V���� �(�[�H�F�X�W�L�Y�H�� �%�R�D�U�G����
Board of Audit, Secretariat, Presidium, Commissions. 

�'�P�L�W�U�L�M�V�� �=�Y�H�U�H�Y�V���� �&�K�D�L�U�� �R�I�� �<�R�X�W�K�I�X�O�� �&�L�W�L�H�V�� �&�R�P�P�L�V�V�L�R�Q��
�S�U�H�V�H�Q�W�H�G���D�Q���L�G�H�D���W�R���H�V�W�D�E�O�L�V�K���W�K�H���8�%�&���<�R�X�W�K���%�R�D�U�G�����7�K�H���4�U�V�W��
�L�G�H�D���Z�D�V���H�[�S�U�H�V�V�H�G���E�\���<�&�&���D�W���W�K�H���;�9�–�–���8�%�&���*�H�Q�H�U�D�O���&�R�Q�I�H�U�H�Q�F�H��
�L�Q���3�D�O�D�Q�J�D�����2�F�W�R�E�H�U���������������$�W���W�K�H���P�H�H�W�L�Q�J���R�I���W�K�H���&�R�P�P�L�V�V�L�R�Q���L�Q��
�0�D�U�F�K�������������L�Q���*�G�D���V�N�����W�K�H���F�R�Q�F�H�S�W���Z�D�V���G�L�V�F�X�V�V�H�G���D�Q�G���I�X�U�W�K�H�U��
�G�H�Y�H�O�R�S�H�G�����7�K�H���%�R�D�U�G���D�X�W�K�R�U�L�V�H�G���W�K�H���<�&�&���W�R���G�H�Y�H�O�R�S���F�R�Q�F�U�H�W�H��
�S�U�R�S�R�V�D�O�� �I�R�U�� �H�V�W�D�E�O�L�V�K�P�H�Q�W�� �D�Q�G�� �R�S�H�U�D�W�L�R�Q�V�� �R�I�� �8�%�&�� �<�R�X�W�K��
Board.

Chairs of the UBC commissions: Cultural Cities, Learning Cities, 
�3�O�D�Q�Q�L�Q�J�� �&�L�W�L�H�V���� �6�D�I�H�� �&�L�W�L�H�V���� �6�X�V�W�D�L�Q�D�E�O�H�� �&�L�W�L�H�V�� �D�Q�G�� �<�R�X�W�K�I�X�O��
Cities made presentations on current and planned activities in 
2024.

�3�D�Z�H���� �=�D�E�R�N�O�L�F�N�L���� �8�%�&���6�H�F�U�H�W�D�U�\�� �*�H�Q�H�U�D�O���� �L�Q�I�R�U�P�H�G���D�E�R�X�W���W�K�H��
�S�U�R�M�H�F�W�� �
�0�D�U�L�(�[�� ���� �&�U�H�D�W�L�Q�J�� �Q�H�Z�� �0�D�U�L�W�L�P�H�� �(�[�S�H�U�L�H�Q�F�H�� �3�R�L�Q�W�V�� �	��
�P�D�U�N�H�W�L�Q�J�� �Q�D�U�U�D�W�L�Y�H�V�� �I�R�U�� �O�D�Q�G�� �W�R�X�U�L�V�W�V�� �W�R�� �U�H�Q�H�Z�� �W�K�H�� �P�D�U�L�W�L�P�H��
�G�H�V�W�L�Q�D�W�L�R�Q�� �S�U�R�4�O�H�� �R�I�� �W�K�H�� �6�R�X�W�K�� �%�D�O�W�L�F�� �D�U�H�D������ �7�K�H�� �S�U�R�M�H�F�W��
has been recently approved by the Interreg South Baltic 
Programme. UBC is a partner in the project. 

The meeting was followed by study tours, showing the 
�L�P�S�U�H�V�V�L�Y�H�� �P�R�G�H�U�Q�� �I�D�F�H�� �R�I�� �W�K�H�� �F�L�W�\�� ���� �9�(�)�5�(�6�+�� �F�H�Q�W�H�U�� �I�R�U��
�L�Q�Q�R�Y�D�W�L�R�Q���� �9�(�5�'�(�� �R�]�F�H�� �G�L�V�W�U�L�F�W���� �V�W�D�U�W�X�S�V���� �/�D�W�Y�L�D�Q�� �8�Q�L�Y�H�U�V�L�W�\��
�+�R�X�V�H���R�I���6�F�L�H�Q�F�H���D�Q�G���2�O�D���I�R�X�Q�G�D�W�L�R�Q�����7�K�H���S�D�U�W�L�F�L�S�D�Q�W�V���Y�L�V�L�W�H�G��
�D�O�V�R���W�K�H���V�X�S�S�R�U�W���F�H�Q�W�H�U���I�R�U���8�N�U�D�L�Q�L�D�Q���U�H�V�L�G�H�Q�W�V��

UBC News
�	���)�$�&�(�6
�E�\���$�Q�Q�D���6�R���Q�L�F�N�D���–���D�Q�Q�D���V�R�V�Q�L�F�N�D�#�X�E�F���Q�H�W

92nd UBC Executive Board meeting, 
�5�L�J�D�����������������$�S�U�L�O����������



20

UBC joined European Alliance 
of Cities and Regions for 
�U�H�F�R�Q�V�W�U�X�F�W�L�R�Q���R�I���8�N�U�D�L�Q�H

�E�\���0�D�U�N�R���3�D�X�Q�R�Y�L�F���_���P�D�U�N�R���S�D�X�Q�R�Y�L�F�#�X�E�F���Q�H�W��

Union of the Baltic Cities has been accepted as an 
associate partner of the European Alliance of Cities and 
�5�H�J�L�R�Q�V���I�R�U���W�K�H���5�H�F�R�Q�V�W�U�X�F�W�L�R�Q���R�I���8�N�U�D�L�Q�H�����7�K�H���R�]�F�L�D�O��
acceptance letter on behalf of the Committee of the 
Regions President Vasco Alves Cordeiro will be sent 
soon.

The European Alliance of Cities and Regions for the 
�5�H�F�R�Q�V�W�U�X�F�W�L�R�Q���R�I���8�N�U�D�L�Q�H���Z�D�V���O�D�X�Q�F�K�H�G���E�\���W�K�H���&�R�5���D�Q�G���L�W�V��
�S�D�U�W�Q�H�U�V���� �L�Q�F�O�X�G�L�Q�J�� �(�8�� �D�Q�G�� �8�N�U�D�L�Q�L�D�Q�� �D�V�V�R�F�L�D�W�L�R�Q�V�� �R�I�� �O�R�F�D�O��
�D�Q�G�� �U�H�J�L�R�Q�D�O�� �D�X�W�K�R�U�L�W�L�H�V���� �W�R�� �F�R�R�U�G�L�Q�D�W�H�� �W�K�H�L�U�� �M�R�L�Q�W�� �H�•�R�U�W�V��
directed towards helping the recovery and reconstruction 
�R�I���8�N�U�D�L�Q�H��

The aims of the Alliance are:
�����W�R���F�R�R�U�G�L�Q�D�W�H���M�R�L�Q�W���H�•�R�U�W�V�����Z�L�W�K���(�X�U�R�S�H�D�Q���8�Q�L�R�Q���F�L�W�L�H�V���D�Q�G��
�U�H�J�L�R�Q�V�� �U�H�D�G�\�� �W�R�� �G�H�S�O�R�\�� �U�H�V�R�X�U�F�H�V�� �W�R�� �V�X�S�S�R�U�W�� �D�Q�� �H�•�H�F�W�L�Y�H��
�D�Q�G���V�X�V�W�D�L�Q�D�E�O�H���U�H�F�R�Q�V�W�U�X�F�W�L�R�Q���R�I���8�N�U�D�L�Q�H��
• to further facilitate the contacts and cooperation of its core 
�S�D�U�W�Q�H�U�V�� �Z�L�W�K�� �W�K�H�� �(�8�� �L�Q�V�W�L�W�X�W�L�R�Q�V�� �D�Q�G�� �Z�L�W�K�L�Q�� �W�K�H�� �
�8�N�U�D�L�Q�H��
�U�H�F�R�Q�V�W�U�X�F�W�L�R�Q�� �S�O�D�W�I�R�U�P������ �D�V�� �Z�H�O�O�� �D�V�� �E�H�W�Z�H�H�Q�� �(�8�� �D�Q�G��
�8�N�U�D�L�Q�L�D�Q���O�R�F�D�O���D�Q�G���U�H�J�L�R�Q�D�O���D�X�W�K�R�U�L�W�L�H�V���D�Q�G���D�V�V�R�F�L�D�W�L�R�Q�V��
���� �W�R�� �S�U�R�Y�L�G�H�� �L�Q�I�R�U�P�D�W�L�R�Q�� �D�Q�G�� �I�H�H�G�E�D�F�N�� �W�R�� �(�8�� �L�Q�V�W�L�W�X�W�L�R�Q�V��
�D�Q�G�� �W�K�H�� �
�8�N�U�D�L�Q�H�� �U�H�F�R�Q�V�W�U�X�F�W�L�R�Q�� �S�O�D�W�I�R�U�P������ �D�Q�G�� �I�R�V�W�H�U��
the political dialogue with the local and regional level 
�D�F�F�R�P�S�D�Q�\�L�Q�J���W�K�H���U�H�F�R�Q�V�W�U�X�F�W�L�R�Q���H�•�R�U�W�V��
• to facilitate providing expertise in capacity building, good 
governance, and technical assistance to cities and regions 
�L�Q���8�N�U�D�L�Q�H��

�–�Q���W�K�H���I�U�D�P�H�Z�R�U�N���R�I���$�O�O�L�D�Q�F�H�����������S�D�U�W�Q�H�U�V���L�Q�F�O�X�G�L�Q�J���&�R�Q�J�U�H�V�V��
�R�I���/�R�F�D�O���D�Q�G���5�H�J�L�R�Q�D�O���$�X�W�K�R�U�L�W�L�H�V�����$�V�V�R�F�L�D�W�L�R�Q���R�I���8�N�U�D�L�Q�L�D�Q��

Cities, Eurocities, Energy cities, Covenant of Mayors for 
�&�O�L�P�D�W�H���	���(�Q�H�U�J�\���D�Q�G���R�Y�H�U���������D�V�V�R�F�L�D�W�H�G���S�D�U�W�Q�H�U�V�������F�L�W�L�H�V����
�P�X�Q�L�F�L�S�D�O�L�W�L�H�V�����U�H�J�L�R�Q�V���D�Q�G���R�U�J�D�Q�L�]�D�W�L�R�Q�V�����Z�L�O�O���M�R�L�Q���I�R�U�F�H�V���W�R��
�K�H�O�S���8�N�U�D�L�Q�H���L�Q���U�H�F�R�Y�H�U�\���D�Q�G���U�H�F�R�Q�V�W�U�X�F�W�L�R�Q��

More information: https://cor.europa.eu/en/engage/
Pages/European-A l l iance-o f -C i t ies -and-Reg ions-
� I � R � U � � � W � K � H � � � U � H � F � R � Q � V � W � U � X � F � W � L � R � Q � � � R � I � � � 8 � N � U � D � L � Q � H � � � D � V � S � [ � " � X � W � P � B
�V�R�X�U�F�H� �6�K�D�U�H�G�/�L�Q�N�	 �X�W�P�B�P�H�G�L�X�P� �6�K�R�U�W�8�5�/ � 	 �X�W�P�B
�F�D�P�S�D�L�J�Q� �8�N�U�D�L�Q�H�$�O�O�L�D�Q�F�H

�E�\���$�Q�Q�D���6�R���Q�L�F�N�D���–���D�Q�Q�D���V�R�V�Q�L�F�N�D�#�X�E�F���Q�H�W
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�E�\���0�D�W�W�L���0�¦�N�H�O�¦���–���P�D�W�W�L���P�D�N�H�O�D�#�W�X�U�N�X���4

Learning Cities Commission decided in its’ Turku 
meeting in September 2023 to organize a series of 
�Z�H�E�L�Q�D�U�V�� �D�E�R�X�W�� �W�K�H�� �H�G�X�F�D�W�L�R�Q�� �V�\�V�W�H�P�V�� �L�Q�� �G�L�•�H�U�H�Q�W��
Baltic Sea countries. The goal is to give education 
�H�[�S�H�U�W�V�� �P�R�U�H�� �L�Q�I�R�U�P�D�W�L�R�Q�� �D�E�R�X�W�� �W�K�H�� �G�L�•�H�U�H�Q�F�L�H�V����
�V�L�P�L�O�D�U�L�W�L�H�V���D�Q�G���E�H�V�W���S�U�D�F�W�L�F�H�V���L�Q���G�L�•�H�U�H�Q�W���F�R�X�Q�W�U�L�H�V��

�
�6�K�D�U�L�Q�J�� �L�Q�I�R�U�P�D�W�L�R�Q�� �D�E�R�X�W�� �G�L�•�H�U�H�Q�W�� �H�G�X�F�D�W�L�R�Q�� �V�\�V�W�H�P�V��
is crucial for fostering understanding and collaboration. 
Variations may include curriculum content, teaching 
�P�H�W�K�R�G�V���� �U�H�V�R�X�U�F�H�V���� �I�X�Q�G�L�Q�J���� �D�Q�G�� �F�X�O�W�X�U�D�O�� �L�Q�5�X�H�Q�F�H�V����
Understanding of education systems in every country 
�K�H�O�S�V�� �X�V�� �W�R�� �P�D�N�H�� �L�Q�I�R�U�P�H�G�� �G�H�F�L�V�L�R�Q�V���� �I�D�F�L�O�L�W�D�W�H�V�� �H�[�F�K�D�Q�J�H��
�R�I���H�[�S�H�U�L�H�Q�F�H���D�Q�G���S�U�R�P�R�W�H�V���Q�H�Z���S�U�R�M�H�F�W���L�G�H�D�V�������V�D�\�V���–�O�R�Q�D��
�'�R�Q�L���D�� ���+�H�D�G�� �R�I�� �–�Q�W�H�U�Q�D�W�L�R�Q�D�O�� �D�Q�G�� �–�Q�Y�H�V�W�P�H�Q�W�� �3�U�R�M�H�F�W�V��
�'�L�Y�L�V�L�R�Q���I�U�R�P���5�í�J�D���/�R�F�D�O���*�R�Y�H�U�Q�P�H�Q�W�����D�E�R�X�W���W�K�H���L�P�S�R�U�W�D�Q�F�H��
and added value of the webinars.

�3�U�R�M�H�F�W���0�D�Q�D�J�H�U���1�L�L�Q�D���6�D�O�R�Q�H�Q�����7�X�U�N�X�����D�J�U�H�H�V���Z�L�W�K���'�R�Q�L�Q�D����
�
�:�K�H�Q���S�O�D�Q�Q�L�Q�J���M�R�L�Q�W���L�Q�L�W�L�D�W�L�Y�H�V���I�R�U���H�G�X�F�D�W�L�R�Q���G�H�Y�H�O�R�S�P�H�Q�W��
in Baltic Sea Reagion it is crucial to understand the 
�E�D�F�N�J�U�R�X�Q�G�V���D�Q�G���V�W�D�U�W�L�Q�J���S�R�L�Q�W�V���R�I���W�K�H���G�L�•�H�U�H�Q�W���H�G�X�F�D�W�L�R�Q��
systems across the region. The presentations and 
discussions help us to identify possible challenges and to 
�O�H�D�U�Q�� �I�U�R�P�� �W�K�H�� �E�H�V�W�� �S�U�D�F�W�L�F�H�V�� �R�I�� �H�D�F�K�� �F�R�X�Q�W�U�\������ �6�D�O�R�Q�H�Q��
�K�H�U�V�H�O�I�� �Z�D�V�� �D�� �V�S�H�D�N�H�U�� �L�Q�� �W�K�H�� �S�U�H�V�H�Q�W�D�W�L�R�Q�� �R�I�� �W�K�H�� �)�L�Q�Q�L�V�K��
education system.

�2�Q�H���K�R�X�U�� �Z�H�E�L�Q�D�U�V�� �V�W�D�U�W�H�G�� �Z�L�W�K�� �W�K�H�� �H�G�X�F�D�W�L�R�Q�� �V�\�V�W�H�P��
�R�I�� �3�R�O�D�Q�G�� �D�O�U�H�D�G�\�� �L�Q�� �2�F�W�R�E�H�U�� ������������ �8�Q�W�L�O�� �0�D�\�� ���������� �W�K�H��
�H�G�X�F�D�W�L�R�Q�� �V�\�V�W�H�P�V�� �R�I�� �/�D�W�Y�L�D���� �)�L�Q�O�D�Q�G�� �D�Q�G�� �/�L�W�K�X�D�Q�L�D�� �Z�H�U�H��
�L�Q�W�U�R�G�X�F�H�G�����/�D�W�H�U���L�Q���W�K�H���6�S�U�L�Q�J���D�Q�G���)�D�O�O���R�I�������������Z�H���Z�L�O�O���K�H�D�U��
�W�K�H���S�U�H�V�H�Q�W�D�W�L�R�Q�V���D�E�R�X�W���W�K�H���H�G�X�F�D�W�L�R�Q���V�\�V�W�H�P�V���R�I���8�N�U�D�L�Q�H����
�6�Z�H�G�H�Q���� �'�H�Q�P�D�U�N���� �(�V�W�R�Q�L�D�� �D�Q�G�� �*�H�U�P�D�Q�\���� �:�H�E�L�Q�D�U�V�� �K�D�Y�H��
been uploaded into the UBC website.

Education Conference in Riga, meeting in Tartu

Learning Cities Commission met in Tartu, European Capital 
of Culture 2024, on 9th and 10th of April 2024 with 23 
participants from six countries and nine cities. Commission 
decided that the UBC’s 2024 Education Conference will be 
�K�H�O�G�� �L�Q�� �5�L�J�D�� �R�Q�� �����U�G�� �R�I�� �2�F�W�R�E�H�U���� �7�K�H�� �P�D�L�Q�� �W�K�H�P�H�� �R�I�� �W�K�H��
Conference will be the future of education. Registration for 
the conference starts in late May.

Commission meeting included also presentation of the 
�(�V�W�R�Q�L�D�Q���H�G�X�F�D�W�L�R�Q���V�\�V�W�H�P���D�Q�G���V�W�X�G�\���Y�L�V�L�W�V���W�R���N�L�Q�G�H�U�J�D�U�W�H�Q����
two schools of basic education and the University of Tartu. 

Everything you always wanted 
�W�R���N�Q�R�Z���D�E�R�X�W���%�6�5���H�G�X�F�D�W�L�R�Q��

systems



�E�\���$�Q�Q�D�O�L�L�Q�D���3�D�K�N�D�O�D���–���D�Q�Q�D�O�L�L�Q�D���S�D�K�N�D�O�D�#�H�V�S�R�R���4
�S�K�R�W�R���E�\���3�D�W�U�L�N���)�D�J�H�U�V�W�U�¸�P
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�7�D�N�H�Z�D�\�V���I�U�R�P���W�K�H���<�R�X�W�K�I�X�O���&�L�W�L�H�V��
�&�R�P�P�L�V�V�L�R�Q���V���P�H�H�W�L�Q�J���L�Q���*�G�D���V�N

�E�\���'�P�L�W�U�L�M�V���=�Y�H�U�H�Y�V���_���G�P�L�W�U�L�M�V���]�Y�H�U�H�Y�V�#�U�L�J�D���O�Y

On 20-21 of March young people, youth workers and 
�F�L�Y�L�O�V�� �V�H�U�Y�D�Q�W�V�� �I�U�R�P�� ���� �G�L�•�H�U�H�Q�W�� �P�X�Q�L�F�L�S�D�O�L�W�L�H�V�� �D�U�R�X�Q�G��
the Baltic Sea met for a vibrant and ground-breaking 
meeting of the Youthful Cities Commission. 

�$�V�� �Z�H�� �D�U�H�� �J�H�W�W�L�Q�J�� �F�O�R�V�H�U�� �W�R�� �4�Q�D�O�L�V�L�Q�J�� �W�K�H�� �&�R�P�P�L�V�V�L�R�Q���V��
�W�U�D�Q�V�I�R�U�P�D�W�L�R�Q�� �S�U�R�F�H�V�V���� �L�W�� �Z�D�V�� �R�Q�F�H�� �D�J�D�L�Q�� �F�R�Q�4�U�P�H�G�� �W�K�D�W��
there’s still potential for it to be more instrumental for young 
people themselves. It is not only about having young people 
present at the Commission’s and other UBC events (which is 
�H�[�F�H�S�W�L�R�Q�D�O�O�\���Y�D�O�X�D�E�O�H���I�R�U���D�O�O���W�K�H���V�W�D�N�H�K�R�O�G�H�U�V�����E�\���W�K�H���Z�D�\����
but also about encouraging their active participation on 
the local level via experience exchange and learning from 
each other. Therefore, the Commission is now starting 
mapping local youth councils around the Baltic Sea in order 
to create a common platform for them for cooperation and 
�L�Q�I�R�U�P�D�W�L�R�Q���H�[�F�K�D�Q�J�H�����:�R�X�O�G���\�R�X���O�L�N�H���\�R�X�U���\�R�X�W�K���F�R�X�Q�F�L�O���W�R��
�E�H���R�Q���W�K�H���P�D�S�"���-�X�V�W���Z�U�L�W�H���X�V���D�Q���H�P�D�L�O��

�$�V���Z�H���V�S�R�N�H���D�E�R�X�W���P�D�N�L�Q�J���\�R�X�Q�J���S�H�R�S�O�H���P�R�U�H���Y�L�V�L�E�O�H���D�Q�G��
more heard at all levels of governance, quite naturally 
we found ourselves in the heat of a discussion about 
�H�V�W�D�E�O�L�V�K�P�H�Q�W���R�I���8�%�&���<�R�X�W�K���%�R�D�U�G�������D���E�R�O�G���L�G�H�D���4�U�V�W���Y�R�L�F�H�G��
during the UBC General Conference in Palanga last year. 
The Commission committed to nurturing the proposal 
to the level that it can be voted for during the General 
�&�R�Q�I�H�U�H�Q�F�H���� �:�H���Z�L�O�O���V�K�D�U�H���R�X�U���4�U�V�W���F�R�Q�F�O�X�V�L�R�Q�V�����D�E�R�X�W���W�K�H��
concept of a permanent youth representation body within 
UBC) with the Executive Board already in April. Would you 
�O�L�N�H���W�R���E�H���D���S�D�U�W���R�I���W�K�H���G�L�V�F�X�V�V�L�R�Q�����W�R�R�"���7�K�H�Q���M�X�V�W���V�K�D�U�H���\�R�X�U��
�L�G�H�D�V�� �Z�L�W�K�� �X�V���� �:�H�� �D�U�H�� �N�H�H�Q�� �W�R�� �K�H�D�U�� �W�K�H�P�� �D�Q�G�� �W�K�L�Q�N�� �D�E�R�X�W��
them together with you!

�$�V���\�R�X���S�U�R�E�D�E�O�\���N�Q�R�Z�����W�K�H���Q�H�[�W���L�V�V�X�H���R�I���W�K�H���8�%�&���%�X�O�O�H�W�L�Q���Z�L�O�O��
be dedicated to youth (something we are very enthusiastic 
�D�E�R�X�W�����Q�D�W�X�U�D�O�O�\�������6�R�����Z�H���W�R�R�N���D���W�L�P�H���W�R���W�K�L�Q�N���D�E�R�X�W���V�R�P�H���R�I��
the thematic focuses it might have. Mental health, inclusion 
and active youth participation were among the proposed 
ones. Still remember about the local youth councils we 
�P�H�Q�W�L�R�Q�H�G�� �V�R�P�H�� �S�D�U�D�J�U�D�S�K�V�� �H�D�U�O�L�H�U�"�� �:�H�� �W�K�L�Q�N�� �L�W�� �Z�R�X�O�G��
be great if they could be among the contributors for the 
Bulletin. 

�6�R�����L�I���Z�H���P�D�\���D�V�N���\�R�X���I�R�U���M�X�V�W���R�Q�H���W�K�L�Q�J���D�W���W�K�L�V���P�R�P�H�Q�W�����L�W��
would be reaching out to where your local youth council is 
���7�H�O�H�J�U�D�P�����–�Q�V�W�D�J�U�D�P�����O�R�F�D�O���F�R�•�H�H���V�K�R�S���R�U�����P�D�\�E�H�����W�K�H���G�D�U�N��
�E�D�V�H�P�H�Q�W�V���R�I���W�K�H���&�L�W�\���+�D�O�O�����D�Q�G���R�S�H�Q�L�Q�J���\�R�X�U���F�L�W�\���V���Q�H�W�Z�R�U�N��
�R�I���8�%�&���D�V�V�R�F�L�D�W�H�V���I�R�U���W�K�H�P�����:�H���E�H�W���L�W���Z�L�O�O���G�H�4�Q�L�W�H�O�\���E�H���P�R�U�H��
fun, but it actually can also be a beginning of another big 
�W�K�L�Q�J���� �–�Q�� �W�K�H�� �P�H�D�Q�W�L�P�H���� �<�R�X�W�K�I�X�O�� �&�L�W�L�H�V�� �&�R�P�P�L�V�V�L�R�Q�� �Z�L�O�O��
�P�D�N�H�� �V�X�U�H�� �W�K�H�U�H�� �D�U�H�� �W�K�L�Q�J�V�� �I�R�U�� �W�K�H�� �\�R�X�Q�J�� �S�H�R�S�O�H�� �W�R�� �G�R��
�Z�L�W�K�L�Q���W�K�H���Q�H�W�Z�R�U�N����
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UBC Cultural Cities Commission 
priorities for 2024 and 
June meeting in Espoo

In the 2023 XVII UBC General Conference in Palanga, the 
cities of Espoo and Kaunas found a common interest for 
�P�X�O�W�L�G�L�V�F�L�S�O�L�Q�D�U�\���G�H�Y�H�O�R�S�P�H�Q�W���L�Q���W�K�H���F�X�O�W�X�U�D�O���4�H�O�G�����7�K�L�V��
resulted in Espoo beginning the term 2024-2025 as the 
Chair of the Cultural Cities Commission, in cooperation 
with Kaunas as the Vice Chair. 

�)�R�U�� �W�K�H�� �\�H�D�U�� ������������ �W�K�H�� �&�R�P�P�L�V�V�L�R�Q�� �S�U�L�R�U�L�W�L�V�H�V�� �W�K�H�P�H�V��
�R�I�� �S�U�R�I�H�V�V�L�R�Q�D�O�L�V�D�W�L�R�Q�� �R�I�� �W�K�H�� �F�X�O�W�X�U�D�O�� �D�Q�G�� �F�U�H�D�W�L�Y�H�� �4�H�O�G����
regional identity, and participation and co-creation through 
art and culture. The Cultural Cities Commission is also 
participating in the project Baltic Sea Region Cultural Pearls 
for More Resilient Cities and Regions. The Commission’s 
�W�H�U�P���K�D�V���N�L�F�N�H�G���R�•���Z�L�W�K���L�Q�V�S�L�U�D�W�L�R�Q�D�O���R�Q�O�L�Q�H���P�H�H�W�L�Q�J�V���D�Q�G��
�W�K�H���4�U�V�W���Z�H�E�L�Q�D�U�����D�Q�G���D�V���V�X�P�P�H�U���G�U�D�Z�V���Q�H�D�U�����W�K�H���W�L�P�H���K�D�V��
come for the Cultural Cities Commission to set a course for 
�W�K�H���4�U�V�W���L�Q���S�H�U�V�R�Q���P�H�H�W�L�Q�J���R�I���W�K�H���\�H�D�U��

Commission’s meeting in Espoo

�2�Q�� �������� �R�I�� �-�X�Q�H���� �W�K�H�� �&�R�P�P�L�V�V�L�R�Q�� �Z�L�O�O�� �J�D�W�K�H�U�� �I�R�U�� �W�K�H�� �%�D�O�W�L�F��
Sea Culture Summer Meeting in the Chair city of Espoo. 
We welcome the Commission members for a discussion 
and ideation together, and for an unforgettable visit to 
the summery seaside city. In addition to meeting face-to-
face, the visit will involve getting acquainted with the local 
cultural services and Espoo’s own twist on them. The action-
�S�D�F�N�H�G���D�Q�G���H�[�F�L�W�L�Q�J���S�U�R�J�U�D�P�P�H���L�Q�F�O�X�G�H�V����

�7�K�X�U�V�G�D�\�����W�K���R�I���-�X�Q�H��
- Study visit to Lippulaiva Library
- Meeting and sharing of best practices
�����.�H�\�Q�R�W�H���V�S�H�H�F�K���E�\���S�K�L�O�R�V�R�S�K�H�U���D�Q�G���D�X�W�K�R�U���)�U�D�Q�N���0�D�U�W�H�O�D
- Dinner together

�)�U�L�G�D�\�����W�K���R�I���-�X�Q�H��
- Commission meeting
- Study visit to EMMA Espoo Museum of Modern Art
- The concert of children’s International Summer Summit 
�����&�K�R�U�D�O���)�H�V�W�L�Y�D�O�����R�U�J�D�Q�L�]�H�G���E�\���7�D�S�L�R�O�D���&�K�R�L�U��

�7�K�H���U�H�J�L�V�W�U�D�W�L�R�Q���I�R�U���W�K�H���P�H�H�W�L�Q�J���Z�L�O�O���R�S�H�Q���V�R�R�Q�����)�R�U���I�X�U�W�K�H�U��
information, visit the UBC website ubc.net/event/ubc-
cultural-cities-commission-meeting-in-espoo/  (the website 
is being updated) or contact �D�Q�Q�D�O�L�L�Q�D���S�D�K�N�D�O�D�#�H�V�S�R�R���4 / 
�W�D�L�M�X���N�L�H�V�L�O�D�#�H�V�S�R�R���4

Warm welcome to our Baltic Sea Region Cultural Commission 
�F�R�O�O�H�D�J�X�H�V���+���V�H�H���\�R�X���L�Q���(�V�S�R�R����



UBC Safe Cities Commission 
projects 

�E�\���.�D�V�S�D�U�V���9�D�U�S�L�Q�V���_���N�D�V�S�D�U�V���Y�D�U�S�L�Q�V�#�O�L�H�S�D�M�D���O�Y
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�6�L�Q�F�H�� �W�K�H�� �O�D�V�W�� �%�D�O�W�L�F�� �&�L�W�L�H�V�� �%�X�O�O�H�W�L�Q�� ���6�S�U�L�Q�J�� ������������ �W�K�H�U�H��
has been some updates on the projects with UBC Safe 
Cities Commission involvement.

VOALA - Volunteers and Local Authorities – Baltic Sea 
Region Network

�)�X�Q�G�H�G�� �E�\�� �W�K�H�� �6�Z�H�G�L�V�K�� �–�Q�V�W�L�W�X�W�H���� �W�K�H�� �9�2�$�/�$�� �S�U�R�M�H�F�W��
concluded with recommendations, an overview of the 
�D�Q�D�O�\�]�H�V�� �D�Q�G�� �F�R�Q�F�O�X�V�L�R�Q�V�� �L�G�H�Q�W�L�4�H�G�� �G�X�U�L�Q�J�� �W�K�H�� �S�U�R�M�H�F�W����
�Z�K�L�F�K�� �L�G�H�Q�W�L�4�H�G�� �F�K�D�O�O�H�Q�J�H�V���� �J�R�R�G�� �S�U�D�F�W�L�F�H�V�� �D�Q�G�� �L�G�H�D�V�� �I�R�U��
further action. An important contribution to the conclusions 
in the form of experiences, practices and suggestions was 
�P�D�G�H�� �E�\�� �W�K�H�� �R�U�J�D�Q�L�]�H�G�� �P�H�H�W�L�Q�J�� �R�I�� �W�K�H�� �8�%�&�� �6�D�I�H�� �&�L�W�L�H�V��
�&�R�P�P�L�V�V�L�R�Q���D�Q�G���W�K�H���L�Q�W�H�U�Q�D�W�L�R�Q�D�O���U�R�X�Q�G���W�D�E�O�H���
�&�R�R�S�H�U�D�W�L�R�Q��
�Z�L�W�K�� �Y�R�O�X�Q�W�D�U�\�� �R�U�J�D�Q�L�]�D�W�L�R�Q�V�� �D�F�W�L�Y�H�� �L�Q�� �W�K�H�� �D�U�H�D�V�� �R�I�� �F�L�Y�L�O��
�S�U�R�W�H�F�W�L�R�Q���D�Q�G���E�X�L�O�G�L�Q�J���U�H�V�L�O�L�H�Q�W���V�R�F�L�H�W�L�H�V�������Z�K�L�F�K���W�R�R�N���S�O�D�F�H��
�L�Q���*�G�D���V�N���L�Q���6�H�S�W�H�P�E�H�U���������������$�O�U�H�D�G�\���L�Q���–�Q���W�K�H���O�D�V�W���S�K�D�V�H��
�R�I���W�K�H���S�U�R�M�H�F�W�����D�F�W�L�Y�H���Z�R�U�N���E�H�J�D�Q���R�Q���S�U�H�S�D�U�L�Q�J���W�K�H���S�U�R�M�H�F�W��
on a larger scale.

BYFORES – Baltic Youth for Resilient Society

�&�%�6�6���3�U�R�M�H�F�W���6�X�S�S�R�U�W���)�D�F�L�O�L�W�\���I�X�Q�G�H�G���S�U�R�M�H�F�W���%�<�)�2�5�(�6�����O�L�N�H��
�9�2�$�/�$���S�U�R�M�H�F�W�����K�D�V���F�R�P�H���W�R���D�Q���H�Q�G�����$�V���Z�H�O�O���L�Q���W�K�L�V���S�U�R�M�H�F�W����
recommendations have been developed. The project 
focused especially on promoting the recommendations 
�R�I�� �W�K�H�� �S�U�H�Y�L�R�X�V�� �S�U�R�M�H�F�W�� �
�5�H�6�L�W���� �6�L�W�X�D�W�L�R�Q�D�O�� �3�L�F�W�X�U�H�� �R�I��
�9�R�O�X�Q�W�H�H�U�L�V�P���I�R�U���6�R�F�L�H�W�D�O���5�H�V�L�O�L�H�Q�F�H���L�Q���W�K�H���%�D�O�W�L�F���6�H�D���5�H�J�L�R�Q����
from the point of view of young people as volunteers 
concentrating on clarifying the role and mission of young 
�Y�R�O�X�Q�W�H�H�U�V���� �L�P�S�U�R�Y�L�Q�J�� �W�K�H�L�U�� �F�R�R�U�G�L�Q�D�W�L�R�Q���� �P�D�N�L�Q�J�� �L�W�� �P�R�U�H��
attractive, etc.

�%�D�V�H�G�� �R�Q�� �W�K�H�� �9�2�$�/�$�� �D�Q�G�� �%�<�)�2�5�(�6�� �S�U�R�M�H�F�W�V���� �W�K�H�� �%�D�O�W�L�F��
�6�H�D�� �5�H�J�L�R�Q�� �1�H�W�Z�R�U�N�� �R�I�� �9�R�O�X�Q�W�H�H�U�� �R�U�J�D�Q�L�]�D�W�L�R�Q�V�� �D�Q�G��
authorities has been created. This platform was established 
to improve coordination and cooperation among 
volunteer organisations and authorities at the national 
�D�Q�G�� �L�Q�W�H�U�Q�D�W�L�R�Q�D�O�� �O�H�Y�H�O�� �L�Q�� �W�K�H�� �4�H�O�G�� �R�I�� �F�L�Y�L�O�� �S�U�R�W�H�F�W�L�R�Q���� �7�K�H��

�7�H�U�P�V�� �R�I�� �5�H�I�H�U�H�Q�F�H�� �R�I�� �W�K�H�� �1�H�W�Z�R�U�N�� �K�D�V�� �E�H�H�Q�� �G�H�Y�H�O�R�S�H�G��
and organisations (including local authorities) are invited 
�W�R���D�S�S�O�\�� �I�R�U���P�H�P�E�H�U�V�K�L�S���R�I�� �W�K�H���1�H�W�Z�R�U�N���E�\�� �Z�U�L�W�L�Q�J���W�R���W�K�H��
�&�K�D�L�U�� �R�I�� �W�K�H�� �)�L�Q�Q�L�V�K�� �1�D�W�L�R�Q�D�O�� �5�H�V�F�X�H�� �$�V�V�R�F�L�D�W�L�R�Q�� ���N�D�L�V�D��
�H�V�N�H�O�L�Q�H�Q�#�V�S�H�N���4) and the Coordinator of the Council of the 
Baltic Sea States (�Y�L�Q�H�W�D���S�R�O�D�W�V�L�G�H�#�F�E�V�V���R�U�J). By contacting 
�W�K�H�P���L�W���L�V���S�R�V�V�L�E�O�H���W�R���D�V�N���I�R�U���W�K�H���7�H�U�P�V���R�I���5�H�I�H�U�H�Q�F�H���R�I���W�K�H��
�1�H�W�Z�R�U�N�����W�R���J�H�W���D�F�T�X�D�L�Q�W�H�G���Z�L�W�K���W�K�H�P��

PA SECURE KIDS - Strengthening children’s participation 
in civil protection and building resilient societies

The European Commission’s DG Justice co-funded project 
�
�3�$���6�H�F�X�U�H���.�L�G�V�����K�D�V���E�H�H�Q���P�R�Y�L�Q�J���I�R�U�Z�D�U�G���D�F�F�R�U�G�L�Q�J�O�\�����2�Q�H��
�R�I���W�K�H���R�X�W�F�R�P�H�V�������
�(�[�L�V�W�L�Q�J���P�H�F�K�D�Q�L�V�P�V���D�Q�G���S�U�R�F�H�V�V�H�V���I�R�U��
�F�K�L�O�G�� �D�Q�G�� �\�R�X�W�K�� �S�D�U�W�L�F�L�S�D�W�L�R�Q�� �L�Q�� �'�L�V�D�V�W�H�U�� �5�L�V�N�� �5�H�G�X�F�W�L�R�Q��
���'�5�5�����L�Q���(�V�W�R�Q�L�D�����/�D�W�Y�L�D�����/�L�W�K�X�D�Q�L�D�����3�R�O�D�Q�G���D�Q�G���6�Z�H�G�H�Q�����K�D�V��
�E�H�H�Q���G�H�Y�H�O�R�S�H�G���� �7�K�H���P�D�S�S�L�Q�J���U�H�S�R�U�W���R�•�H�U�V���D�Q���X�S���W�R���G�D�W�H��
overview of mechanisms and practices that exist in the 
Baltic Sea Region to involve children and young people in 
�'�5�5���S�U�D�F�W�L�F�H�V�����7�K�H���P�D�S�S�L�Q�J���H�[�H�U�F�L�V�H���L�V���W�K�H���4�U�V�W���V�W�H�S���L�Q���W�K�H��
development of sustainable and inclusive mechanisms for 
child participation in planning, implementation and follow 
up of national and local measures for building resilient 
societies. 

�–�Q���)�H�E�U�X�D�U�\�������������D���Z�R�U�N�V�K�R�S���R�Q���&�K�L�O�G���3�D�U�W�L�F�L�S�D�W�L�R�Q���L�Q���'�'�5��
�W�R�R�N�� �S�O�D�F�H�� �L�Q�� �6�W�R�F�N�K�R�O�P���� �Z�K�H�U�H�� �Q�D�W�L�R�Q�D�O�� �H�[�S�H�U�W�V�� �H�Q�J�D�J�H�G��
in comprehensive discussions on the current status of 
child participation in DRR in their respective countries. 
The conversation revolved around identifying areas for 
improvement and building the capacity of authorities to 
�H�Q�V�X�U�H���H�•�H�F�W�L�Y�H���F�K�L�O�G���L�Q�Y�R�O�Y�H�P�H�Q�W�����–�W���D�O�V�R���H�[�S�O�R�U�H�G���G�L�•�H�U�H�Q�W��
aspects that enable child participation in the prevention and 
preparedness stages of DRR. The commitment to ongoing 
collaboration was evident, with experts pledging to train as 
trainers, contributing to the dissemination and application 
�R�I�� �W�K�H�� �P�H�F�K�D�Q�L�V�P�� �W�R�� �E�H�� �F�U�H�D�W�H�G���� �1�H�[�W�� �Q�D�W�L�R�Q�D�O�� �Z�R�U�N�V�K�R�S��
�Z�L�O�O�� �W�D�N�H�� �S�O�D�F�H�� �L�Q�� �H�Q�G�� �R�I�� �W�K�H�� �0�D�\�� ������������ �0�H�D�Q�Z�K�L�O�H���� �L�Q��
�6�H�S�W�H�P�E�H�U�� ���������� �Z�L�O�O�� �W�D�N�H�� �S�O�D�F�H�� �D�� �Z�R�U�N�V�K�R�S�� �R�I�� �W�K�H�� �S�U�R�M�H�F�W��

�E�\���0�D�U�L�L�D���$�Q�G�U�H�H�Y�D���_���P�D�U�L�L�D���D�Q�G�U�H�H�Y�D�#�W�X�U�N�X���4
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partners for the development of scenarios to be used in the 
�L�Q�W�H�U�D�F�W�L�Y�H���Z�R�U�N�V�K�R�S�V���I�R�U���F�K�L�O�G�U�H�Q���� �–�Q���D�G�G�L�W�L�R�Q���� �W�K�H���W�H�V�W�L�Q�J��
�R�Q���W�K�H���G�H�Y�H�O�R�S�H�G���J�X�L�G�H�O�L�Q�H�V���W�R���Z�R�U�N���Z�L�W�K���F�K�L�O�G�U�H�Q���Z�L�O�O���E�H�J�L�Q��
this summer.

RESILIENT CITIES - Connecting resilient cities

�7�K�H�� �(�8�� �&�(�5�9�� �3�U�R�J�U�D�P�P�H�� �I�X�Q�G�H�G�� �S�U�R�M�H�F�W�� �
�5�H�V�L�O�L�H�Q�W�� �F�L�W�L�H�V����
�Z�L�O�O�� �K�D�Y�H�� �L�W�V�� �4�U�V�W�� �F�U�L�V�L�V�� �P�D�Q�D�J�H�P�H�Q�W�� �F�R�Q�I�H�U�H�Q�F�H���� �W�K�D�W�� �Z�L�O�O��
�W�D�N�H�� �S�O�D�F�H�� �L�Q�� �9�L�H�Q�Q�D���� �R�Q�� �������� �0�D�\���� ���������� �F�R���R�U�J�D�Q�L�]�H�G�� �E�\��
�–�Q�W�H�U�Q�D�W�L�R�Q�D�O���&�L�W�\���1�H�W�Z�R�U�N���I�R�U���&�U�L�V�L�V���0�D�Q�D�J�H�P�H�Q�W���D�Q�G���8�%�&��
Safe Cities Commission. The Vienna conference with the 
�W�R�S�L�F���
�1�R���)�H�D�U���R�I���W�K�H���'�D�U�N�������S�U�H�S�D�U�L�Q�J���I�R�U���H�Q�H�U�J�\���V�K�R�U�W�D�J�H�V��
�W�R�J�H�W�K�H�U���� �Z�L�O�O�� �D�G�G�U�H�V�V�� �W�K�H�� �L�V�V�X�H�� �R�I�� �K�R�Z�� �W�R�� �G�H�D�O�� �Z�L�W�K�� �W�K�H��
�H�Q�H�U�J�\���V�K�R�U�W�D�J�H�V���L�Q���Z�R�U�N���Z�L�W�K���W�K�H���O�R�F�D�O���F�R�P�P�X�Q�L�W�L�H�V�����$�W���W�K�H��
conference there will be presentations from various cities, 
�L�Q�F�O�X�G�L�Q�J���8�%�&���Q�H�W�Z�R�U�N���F�L�W�L�H�V�������5�R�V�W�R�F�N�����3�R�U�L���D�Q�G���7�D�O�O�L�Q�Q�����–�I��
�\�R�X�� �D�U�H�� �L�Q�W�H�U�H�V�W�H�G�� �W�R�� �W�D�N�H�� �S�D�U�W�� �L�Q�� �W�K�H�� �F�R�Q�I�H�U�H�Q�F�H���� �S�O�H�D�V�H��
contact UBC Safe Cities Commission Chairman Kaspars 
�9�Ã�U�S�L���#�����N�D�V�S�D�U�V���Y�D�U�S�L�Q�V�#�O�L�H�S�D�M�D���O�Y).

�)�R�O�O�R�Z�L�Q�J�� �W�K�H�� �9�L�H�Q�Q�D���� �Q�H�[�W�� �F�R�Q�I�H�U�H�Q�F�H�� �Z�L�O�O�� �W�D�N�H�� �S�O�D�F�H�� �L�Q��
�/�L�H�S�D�M�D�� ���/�D�W�Y�L�D���� �R�Q�� �������� �2�F�W�R�E�H�U���� ���������� �Z�L�W�K�� �W�K�H�� �W�R�S�L�F�� �
�&�U�L�V�L�V��
�F�R�P�P�X�Q�L�F�D�W�L�R�Q���� �+�R�Z�� �W�R�� �U�H�D�F�K�� �V�W�D�N�H�K�R�O�G�H�U�V�"������ �0�R�U�H��
�L�Q�I�R�U�P�D�W�L�R�Q�� �Z�L�O�O�� �I�R�O�O�R�Z���� �E�X�W�� �D�O�U�H�D�G�\�� �Q�R�Z�� �\�R�X�� �F�D�Q�� �P�D�U�N��
�W�K�H�� �G�D�W�H�V�� �L�Q�� �\�R�X�U�� �F�D�O�H�Q�G�D�U���� �)�X�U�W�K�H�U�P�R�U�H���� �L�Q�� �0�D�\�� ���������� �W�K�H��
�F�R�Q�I�H�U�H�Q�F�H���Z�L�O�O���W�D�N�H���S�O�D�F�H���L�Q���/�M�X�E�O�M�D�Q�D���Z�L�W�K���W�K�H���W�R�S�L�F���
�6�D�I�H��
�S�O�D�F�H�� �W�R�� �V�W�D�\�� ���� �S�U�H�S�D�U�L�Q�J�� �I�R�U�� �V�K�H�O�W�H�U�L�Q�J�� �S�H�R�S�O�H������ �E�X�W�� �W�K�H��
�F�R�Q�F�O�X�G�L�Q�J�� �F�R�Q�I�H�U�H�Q�F�H�� �Z�L�O�O�� �E�H�� �L�Q�� �2�F�W�R�E�H�U�� ���������� �L�Q�� �5�R�V�W�R�F�N��
�Z�L�W�K���W�K�H���W�R�S�L�F���
�'�L�J�L�W�L�]�L�Q�J���F�U�L�V�L�V���F�R�P�P�X�Q�L�F�D�W�L�R�Q���D�Q�G���Z�D�U�Q�L�Q�J��
�S�U�R�F�H�G�X�U�H�V���L�Q���D�Q���X�U�E�D�Q���F�L�W�\����

NEEDS - Needs-based education and studies in societal 
security

The Erasmus+ funded project NEEDS has concluded and 
all the goals have been achieved. The project has received 
�
�*�R�R�G�� �S�U�D�F�W�L�F�H���� �O�D�E�H�O�� �L�Q�� �W�K�H�� �(�U�D�V�P�X�V���� �3�U�R�M�H�F�W�� �5�H�V�X�O�W�V��
�S�O�D�W�I�R�U�P�����–�I���\�R�X���D�U�H���L�Q�W�H�U�H�V�W�H�G���L�Q���W�D�N�L�Q�J���W�K�H���1�(�(�'�6���S�U�R�M�H�F�W��
�G�H�Y�H�O�R�S�H�G���6�R�F�L�H�W�D�O���6�H�F�X�U�L�W�\���2�Q�O�L�Q�H���&�R�X�U�V�H�����Y�L�V�L�W���W�K�H���F�R�X�U�V�H��
website - https://cbss.org/civseccourse/ .

From NEEDS to SEEDS

Right after the conclusion of the NEEDS project, UBC Safe 
Cities Commission together with Riga Technical University 
and Swedish Defence University as a lead partner received 
funding from CBSS Project Support facility to run the project 
�
�)�U�R�P���1�(�(�'�6���W�R���6�(�(�'�6�����Z�K�L�F�K���Z�L�O�O���F�R�P�H���W�R���D�Q���H�Q�G���D�O�U�H�D�G�\��
this summer. During the project a Summer University 
�Z�D�V�� �R�U�J�D�Q�L�]�H�G�� �Z�K�H�U�H�� �S�U�R�M�H�F�W�� �S�D�U�W�Q�H�U�V�� �W�R�J�H�W�K�H�U�� �Z�L�W�K�� �W�K�H��
students developed various learning tools and approaches 
for the societal security education. The highlight of the 
�S�U�R�M�H�F�W�� �Z�D�V�� �W�K�H�� �S�D�U�W�L�F�L�S�D�W�L�R�Q�� �L�Q�� �F�R���R�U�J�D�Q�L�]�D�W�L�R�Q�� �R�I�� �W�K�H��
Baltic Excellence Program together with the Ministry of the 
�–�Q�W�H�U�L�R�U���R�I���)�L�Q�O�D�Q�G���W�K�D�W���W�R�R�N���S�O�D�F�H���L�Q���0�D�U�F�K�������������L�Q���+�H�O�V�L�Q�N�L��

RAZOM - Planting the seeds for cultivating resilience 
and cooperation in the BSR and Ukraine

�%�D�V�H�G�� �R�Q�� �W�K�H�� �1�(�(�'�6�� �D�Q�G�� �)�U�R�P�� �1�(�(�'�6�� �W�R�� �6�(�(�'�6�� �S�U�R�M�H�F�W�V����
Swedish Defence University together with Council of the 
Baltic Sea States and Lviv State University of Life Safety 
has received Swedish Institute funding. The money was 
awarded from the Baltic Sea Neighbourhood Programme 
�6�S�H�F�L�D�O�� �F�D�O�O�� �8�N�U�D�L�Q�H�� �W�R�� �6�W�U�H�Q�J�W�K�H�Q�� �V�R�F�L�H�W�D�O�� �V�H�F�X�U�L�W�\�� �D�Q�G��
build capacity in Europe by transnationally discussing and 
�V�K�D�U�L�Q�J�� �H�[�S�H�U�L�H�Q�F�H�V���� �N�Q�R�Z�O�H�G�J�H���� �J�R�R�G�� �S�U�D�F�W�L�F�H�V���� �F�R�P�P�R�Q��
�F�K�D�O�O�H�Q�J�H�V���� �S�R�O�L�F�\�� �U�H�F�R�P�P�H�Q�G�D�W�L�R�Q�V�� �D�Q�G�� �Q�H�W�Z�R�U�N�V���� �8�%�&��
�6�D�I�H�� �&�L�W�L�H�V�� �&�R�P�P�L�V�V�L�R�Q�� �&�K�D�L�U�P�D�Q�� �.�D�V�S�D�U�V�� �9�Ã�U�S�L���#�� �K�D�V��
been invited to the project as an expert to bring the point of 
view and expertise of municipalities to the project.

UBC Safe Cities Commission meeting in Pori, May 21-23, 
2024

The next meeting of the UBC Safe Cities Commission will be 
�K�H�O�G���L�Q���W�K�H���)�L�Q�Q�L�V�K���F�L�W�\���R�I���3�R�U�L���R�Q���0�D�\�����������������������������:�R�U�N���R�Q��
the agenda is still ongoing, and more detailed information 
about the program along with an invitation to register will 
be available soon on your e-mail and will be published on 
the UBC website.
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photo: Mariia Andreeva
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Sustainable transformation for 
resilient coastal city 
�F�R�P�P�L�V�V�L�R�Q�V���P�H�H�W�L�Q�J���L�Q���*�G�D���V�N

����

Following the success of the UBC Planning and 
Sustainable Cities Commission meeting in Turku, we are 
pleased to announce that the next joint Commissions 
meeting will be organized on 9-12 September 2024 in 
�*�G�D���V�N�����3�R�O�D�Q�G����

�*�G�D���V�N�� �L�V�� �W�K�H�� �3�R�O�L�V�K�� �P�D�U�L�W�L�P�H�� �F�D�S�L�W�D�O�� �Z�L�W�K�� �W�K�H�� �S�R�S�X�O�D�W�L�R�Q��
reaching half a million. It is a large center of economic life, 
science, culture and a popular tourist destination. 

According to the concept of a compact city, developing 
�F�L�W�L�H�V���D�U�H���O�R�R�N�L�Q�J���I�R�U���R�S�S�R�U�W�X�Q�L�W�L�H�V���W�R���4�O�O���L�Q���X�U�E�D�Q���V�W�U�X�F�W�X�U�H�V��
�D�V���F�O�R�V�H���D�V���S�R�V�V�L�E�O�H���W�R���W�K�H�L�U���F�H�Q�W�U�H�V�����*�G�D���V�N���G�H�Y�H�O�R�S�P�H�Q�W��
�V�W�U�D�W�H�J�\�� �H�Q�F�R�X�U�D�J�H�V�� �V�H�H�N�L�Q�J�� �Q�H�Z�� �V�R�O�X�W�L�R�Q�V�� �D�Q�G��
�L�P�S�O�H�P�H�Q�W�L�Q�J�� �D�G�D�S�W�L�Y�H�� �P�H�D�V�X�U�H�V�� �W�R�� �P�D�N�H�� �S�X�E�O�L�F�� �V�S�D�F�H�V��
more green, inclusive and accessible. At the meeting, we will 
�O�R�R�N���I�R�U���R�S�S�R�U�W�X�Q�L�W�L�H�V���W�R���U�H�Y�L�W�D�O�L�]�H���X�U�E�D�Q���V�W�U�X�F�W�X�U�H���E�\���4�Q�G�L�Q�J��
the best ideas for sustainable and smart transformation of 
port and industrial areas. 

Don’t miss this excellent opportunity and join us for inspiring 
lectures presented by experts and successful practitioners 
�D�Q�G���W�D�S���L�Q�W�R���W�K�H���F�R�P�E�L�Q�H�G���N�Q�R�Z���K�R�Z���R�I���\�R�X�U���S�H�H�U�V���G�X�U�L�Q�J��
�L�Q���G�H�S�W�K���D�U�H�D���W�U�D�Q�V�I�R�U�P�D�W�L�R�Q���Z�R�U�N�V�K�R�S�V��

�–�Q�� �*�G�D���V�N�� �Z�H�� �D�U�H�� �J�R�L�Q�J�� �W�R�� �Z�R�U�N�� �R�Q�� �W�K�U�H�H�� �Z�R�U�N�V�K�R�S��
areas

�:�2�5�.�6�+�2�3���$�5�(�$�������F�R�P�S�U�L�V�H�V���D�E�R�X�W���������K�D���R�I���W�K�H���'�X�W�\���)�U�H�H��
�=�R�Q�H�����O�R�F�D�W�H�G���L�Q���H�[�S�R�V�H�G���D�Q�G���U�H�S�U�H�V�H�Q�W�D�W�L�Y�H���S�D�U�W���R�I���K�D�U�E�R�U��
entrance. The main activity at this moment is reloading of 
�J�H�Q�H�U�D�O�� �F�D�U�J�R���� �L�Q�F�O�X�G�L�Q�J�� �I�U�X�L�W���� �F�R�P�P�H�U�F�L�D�O�� �Y�H�K�L�F�O�H�V���� �I�U�R�]�H�Q��
�4�V�K���D�Q�G���V�H�D�I�R�R�G��

�:�2�5�.�6�+�2�3�� �$�5�(�$�� ���� �F�R�Y�H�U�V�� ������ �K�D�� �D�W�� �W�K�H�� �V�R�X�W�K�H�U�Q��
�H�P�E�D�Q�N�P�H�Q�W�� �R�I�� �W�K�H�� �0�D�U�W�Z�D�� �:�L�V���D�� �5�L�Y�H�U���� �R�S�S�R�V�L�W�H�� �W�K�H��
�:�H�V�W�H�U�S�O�D�W�W�H�� �S�H�Q�L�Q�V�X�O�D�� �Z�L�W�K�� �D�� �P�R�Q�X�P�H�Q�W�� ���� �V�\�P�E�R�O�� �R�I��
starting of the II World War. This area is bordered by 
historical Nowy Port. Currently, it is a part of the Port 
�*�G�D���V�N���� �%�R�W�K�� �S�U�H�V�H�Q�W�H�G�� �D�U�H�D�V�� �D�U�H�� �J�H�Q�H�U�D�W�L�Q�J�� �K�H�D�Y�\�� �W�U�X�F�N��
�W�U�D�]�F�� �W�K�U�R�X�J�K�� �W�K�H�� �U�H�Y�L�W�D�O�L�]�H�G�� �D�Q�G�� �G�H�Y�H�O�R�S�L�Q�J�� �U�H�V�L�G�H�Q�W�L�D�O��
areas of Letnica and Nowy Port.

�:�2�5�.�6�+�2�3���$�5�(�$�������F�R�Y�H�U�V���������K�D���D�Q�G���L�V���O�R�F�D�W�H�G���L�Q���W�K�H���Y�L�F�L�Q�L�W�\��
of the football arena and the exhibition and congress centre. 
This location has convenient access to public transport: rail, 
tram and bus. In addition, it is located at an important road 
connection leading through the tunnel under the Martwa 
�:�L�V���D���5�L�Y�H�U����

We strongly encourage you to consider your participation 
in the upcoming UBC Planning and Sustainable Cities 
�&�R�P�P�L�V�V�L�R�Q�V�� �P�H�H�W�L�Q�J�� �L�Q�� �*�G�D���V�N���� �3�O�D�F�H�V�� �Z�L�O�O�� �E�H�� �O�L�P�L�W�H�G�� �V�R��
�E�H���R�Q���W�K�H���O�R�R�N�R�X�W���I�R�U���U�H�J�L�V�W�U�D�W�L�R�Q���G�H�W�D�L�O�V���V�R�R�Q������

photos by Danuta Giorewa- Brach

Cross sectoral and multi-level: 
UBC TALKS webinar series 

27

Majority of UBC member cities already joined UBC 
TALKS – don’t miss out on this opportunity! 

By the springtime of 2024 we can safely say that UBC 
TALKS webinars are a well-recognised platform for 
our members: representatives from 47 UBC cities 
participated at least in one, or even in all 22 editions so 
far. These series were established by UBC Sustainable 
Cities Commission in January 2020, and this year, we 
�R�U�J�D�Q�L�V�H�� ���� �Z�H�E�L�Q�D�U�V�� �W�D�F�N�O�L�Q�J�� �Y�D�U�L�R�X�V�� �V�X�V�W�D�L�Q�D�E�L�O�L�W�\��
aspects, climate-related challenges, and cooperation-
driven solutions.

�2�Q�� ������ �)�H�E�U�X�D�U�\�� ������������ �R�X�U�� �6�H�F�U�H�W�D�U�L�D�W�� �D�U�U�D�Q�J�H�G�� �D��
special webinar edition with the Interreg Baltic Sea 
�5�H�J�L�R�Q���3�U�R�J�U�D�P�P�H�����R�•�H�U�L�Q�J���I�X�Q�G�L�Q�J���I�R�U���L�Q�Q�R�Y�D�W�L�Y�H���D�Q�G��
climate-smart cities. Local authorities are at the core of 
�W�K�H�� �S�U�R�J�U�D�P�P�H���� �D�Q�G�� �I�R�U�� �R�X�U�� �F�L�W�L�H�V�� �W�K�L�V�� �I�X�Q�G�L�Q�J�� �R�•�H�U�V��
a great range of opportunities for improving urban 
environments.

�
�:�H�� �K�D�Y�H�� �D�� �V�S�H�F�L�D�O�O�\�� �G�H�V�L�J�Q�H�G�� �W�K�H�P�D�W�L�F�� �I�R�F�X�V�� �W�K�D�W��
�P�H�H�W�V�� �W�K�H�� �Q�H�H�G�V�� �R�I�� �S�X�E�O�L�F�� �D�X�W�K�R�U�L�W�L�H�V���� �2�X�U�� �3�U�R�J�U�D�P�P�H��
addresses the issues that are of high relevance to all 
�%�D�O�W�L�F�� �6�H�D�� �F�L�W�L�H�V���� �Z�H�� �Z�D�Q�W�� �W�R�� �P�D�N�H�� �W�K�H�P�� �P�R�U�H�� �U�H�V�L�O�L�H�Q�W��
�D�Q�G���J�U�H�H�Q�H�U�������H�P�S�K�D�V�L�]�H�G���5�R�Q�D�O�G���/�L�H�V�N�H�����'�L�U�H�F�W�R�U���R�I���W�K�H��
Interreg BSR Programme MA/JS during the webinar.

This webinar engaged Interreg experts advising on what 
activities could be funded under the current call, the 
Monitoring Committee, as well as two already funded 
projects: Arts on Prescription and SUMPs for BSR. While 
the Arts on Prescription ensures inclusive transition 

�W�K�U�R�X�J�K�� �H�Q�J�D�J�L�Q�J�� �F�L�W�L�]�H�Q�V�� �L�Q�� �V�R�F�L�D�O�� �D�U�W�� �D�F�W�L�Y�L�W�L�H�V�� �W�R��
improve their mental wellbeing, the SUMPs for BSR 
focuses on the transition towards people’s active mobility 
�D�Q�G���K�H�D�O�W�K�L�H�U���O�L�I�H�V�W�\�O�H���Z�K�L�O�H���U�H�G�X�F�L�Q�J���W�U�D�]�F���H�P�L�V�V�L�R�Q�V��

�/�D�W�H�U�� �L�Q�� �V�S�U�L�Q�J���� �R�Q�� ������ �0�D�U�F�K�� �D�Q�R�W�K�H�U�� �8�%�&�� �7�$�/�.�6��
�Z�H�E�L�Q�D�U�� �O�R�R�N�H�G�� �L�Q�W�R�� �W�K�H�� �W�R�S�L�F�� �R�I�� �H�T�X�L�S�S�L�Q�J�� �F�L�W�L�H�V��
�Z�L�W�K�� �N�Q�R�Z�O�H�G�J�H�� �D�Q�G�� �W�R�R�O�V�� �W�R�� �D�G�G�U�H�V�V�� �3�)�$�6�� �D�Q�G�� �R�W�K�H�U��
�K�D�]�D�U�G�R�X�V�� �V�X�E�V�W�D�Q�F�H�V�� �L�Q�� �Z�D�W�H�U���� �7�K�L�V�� �Z�H�E�L�Q�D�U���� �G�U�L�Y�H�Q��
by the EMPEREST project achievements, introduced 
�W�K�H�� �J�U�R�Z�L�Q�J�� �F�R�Q�F�H�U�Q�� �D�Q�G�� �F�K�D�O�O�H�Q�J�H�V�� �R�I�� �3�)�$�6���� �D�� �J�U�R�X�S��
of man-made pollutants. To help municipalities identify 
pollution hotspots and prioritise wisely the use of their 
resources for monitoring and cleaning up, EMPEREST 
�G�H�Y�H�O�R�S�V�� �V�L�P�S�O�H���� �O�R�F�D�O�O�\�� �D�G�D�S�W�H�G�� �U�L�V�N�� �D�V�V�H�V�V�P�H�Q�W�� �W�R�R�O�V����
�S�D�L�U�H�G���Z�L�W�K���W�U�D�L�Q�L�Q�J���P�D�W�H�U�L�D�O�V���W�R���L�Q�F�U�H�D�V�H���W�K�H���N�Q�R�Z���K�R�Z��
of water utilities and municipal authorities.

�(�D�F�K���R�I���W�K�H�V�H���Z�H�E�L�Q�D�U�V���K�R�V�W�H�G���R�Y�H�U���������O�L�Y�H���S�D�U�W�L�F�L�S�D�Q�W�V����
and more events are coming in May, September and 
�1�R�Y�H�P�E�H�U�����$�O�O���8�%�&���7�$�/�.�6���W�D�N�H���S�O�D�F�H���R�Q���O�D�V�W���7�X�H�V�G�D�\���R�I��
the month at 9.30 CET: join us to learn how your cities 
can improve further!

Upcoming webinars: www.ubc-sustainable.net/events
Past UBC TALKS: �Z�Z�Z���X�E�F���V�X�V�W�D�L�Q�D�E�O�H���Q�H�W���X�E�F���W�D�O�N�V



�E�\���:�R�O�I�J�D�Q�J���6�F�K�P�L�G�W���_���Z�R�O�I�J�D�Q�J���V�F�K�P�L�G�W�#�N�L�H�O���G�H

�&�R�O�O�D�E�R�U�D�W�L�Y�H���H�•�R�U�W�V���I�R�U��
sustainable urban development

����

In a world where urbanization is rapidly transforming 
our cities, sustainable development has become 
�S�D�U�D�P�R�X�Q�W���� �–�Q�� �W�K�L�V�� �S�X�U�V�X�L�W���� �F�R�O�O�D�E�R�U�D�W�L�Y�H�� �H�•�R�U�W�V��
between organizations play a crucial role in shaping 
intelligent and livable regions. One such promising 
collaboration is between the UBC Smart and Prospering 
Cities Commission and the Smarte KielRegion, 
�P�D�U�N�L�Q�J�� �D�� �V�L�J�Q�L�4�F�D�Q�W�� �V�W�H�S�� �W�R�Z�D�U�G�V�� �V�X�V�W�D�L�Q�D�E�O�H�� �X�U�E�D�Q��
development in 2024.

Grounded in the UBC Strategy 2022-2030 and insights 
gathered from a series of events in 2023, the Action Plan 
for 2024 by the Smart and Prospering Cities Commission 
focuses on the concept of the Smart Region. This vision 
aims to intelligently and futuristically develop cities and 
�W�K�H�L�U���V�X�U�U�R�X�Q�G�L�Q�J���D�U�H�D�V�����Z�L�W�K���D���S�U�L�P�D�U�\���I�R�F�X�V���R�Q���H�•�R�U�W�O�H�V�V����
rapid, and carbon-neutral transportation, sustainable 
energy applications, and community well-being.

The collaboration with Smarte KielRegion, funded by the 
�.�L�H�O�5�H�J�L�R�Q�� �D�Q�G�� �W�K�H�� �*�H�U�P�D�Q�� �)�H�G�H�U�D�O�� �0�L�Q�L�V�W�U�\�� �R�I�� �+�R�X�V�L�Q�J����
Urban Development, and Construction, strengthens the 
�H�•�R�U�W�V�� �W�R�Z�D�U�G�V�� �U�H�D�O�L�]�L�Q�J�� �W�K�L�V�� �Y�L�V�L�R�Q���� �7�R�J�H�W�K�H�U���� �W�K�H�\�� �V�H�H�N��
to harness digital solutions to enhance well-being, protect 
�F�R�D�V�W�D�O�� �O�D�Q�G�V�F�D�S�H�V���� �D�Q�G�� �Q�H�W�Z�R�U�N�� �S�H�R�S�O�H���� �U�H�V�R�X�U�F�H�V���� �D�Q�G��
data for optimal solutions.

Cooperation plans for 2024

�7�K�U�R�X�J�K���D���V�H�U�L�H�V���R�I���H�Y�H�Q�W�V���L�Q���������������E�R�W�K���R�U�J�D�Q�L�]�D�W�L�R�Q�V���Z�L�O�O��
�H�Q�J�D�J�H�� �V�W�D�N�H�K�R�O�G�H�U�V���� �H�[�S�H�U�W�V���� �D�Q�G�� �L�Q�W�H�U�H�V�W�H�G�� �S�D�U�W�L�H�V�� �W�R��
explore core objectives and solutions for sustainable urban 
�G�H�Y�H�O�R�S�P�H�Q�W���� �7�K�H�� �Y�L�U�W�X�D�O�� �H�Y�H�Q�W�� �R�•�H�U�V�� �D�Q�� �R�S�S�R�U�W�X�Q�L�W�\�� �I�R�U��

deep dives into intelligent urban development, discussions 
on sustainable transportation solutions, and insights into 
digital solutions for regional well-being. The in-person event 
provides a hands-on approach, encouraging participants 
�W�R�� �D�Q�D�O�\�]�H�� �U�H�D�O���Z�R�U�O�G�� �S�U�R�M�H�F�W�V�� �D�Q�G�� �H�Q�J�D�J�H�� �L�Q�� �Z�R�U�N�V�K�R�S�V��
focused on sustainable solutions.

�&�U�X�F�L�D�O�O�\���� �F�L�W�L�]�H�Q�� �D�Q�G�� �V�W�D�N�H�K�R�O�G�H�U�� �L�Q�Y�R�O�Y�H�P�H�Q�W�� �U�H�P�D�L�Q�V��
�S�L�Y�R�W�D�O�� �W�K�U�R�X�J�K�R�X�W�� �W�K�H�� �S�U�R�M�H�F�W���� �%�\�� �V�R�O�L�F�L�W�L�Q�J�� �I�H�H�G�E�D�F�N��
�W�K�U�R�X�J�K�� �S�O�D�W�I�R�U�P�V�� �O�L�N�H�� �/�L�Q�N�H�G�–�Q�� �S�R�O�O�V���� �E�R�W�K�� �R�U�J�D�Q�L�]�D�W�L�R�Q�V��
ensure that the voices of the community are heard, and 
solutions are tailored to their needs.

In conclusion, the collaboration between the UBC Smart and 
Prospering Cities Commission and the Smarte KielRegion 
�P�D�U�N�V�� �D�� �V�L�J�Q�L�4�F�D�Q�W�� �V�W�U�L�G�H�� �W�R�Z�D�U�G�V�� �V�X�V�W�D�L�Q�D�E�O�H�� �X�U�E�D�Q��
development. By combining expertise, resources, and 
community engagement, they pave the way for intelligent 
and livable regions, setting an example for collaborative 
�H�•�R�U�W�V���L�Q���D�G�G�U�H�V�V�L�Q�J�� �W�K�H���F�K�D�O�O�H�Q�J�H�V���R�I�� �X�U�E�D�Q�L�]�D�W�L�R�Q���L�Q���W�K�H��
21st century.

Two Interreg projects with 
UBC onboard approved!  

�E�\���0�D�U�W�D���*�D�O�O�D�V���_���S�U�R�M�H�N�W���J�D�O�O�D�V�#�J�P�D�L�O���F�R�P
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Creating new Maritime Experience Points and 
marketing narratives for land tourists to renew 
�W�K�H�� �P�D�U�L�W�L�P�H�� �G�H�V�W�L�Q�D�W�L�R�Q�� �S�U�R�4�O�H�� �� �R�I�� �W�K�H�� �6�R�X�W�K��
Baltic area – the MariEx project has been approved. 

The South Baltic area is a hotspot for both coastal tourism 
�D�Q�G�� ���� �D�U�R�X�Q�G�� �W�K�H�� �O�D�J�R�R�Q�V�� �D�Q�G�� �L�Q�� �W�K�H�� �K�L�Q�W�H�U�O�D�Q�G�V�� ���� �U�X�U�D�O��
�W�R�X�U�L�V�P�� �L�Q�� �S�U�R�[�L�P�L�W�\�� �W�R�� �W�K�H�� �F�R�D�V�W�O�L�Q�H���� �)�R�U�� �P�D�Q�\�� �K�R�O�L�G�D�\��
guests, maritime experiences are an essential part of 
their stay and one of the motivations to visit the region. 

�&�K�D�O�O�H�Q�J�H�V�� �D�U�H�� �W�K�H�U�H�E�\�� �W�R�� �4�Q�G�� �D�� �S�U�R�S�H�U�� �E�D�O�D�Q�F�H��
between the wishes of the land tourists and the needs 
�R�I�� �W�K�H�L�U�� �
�J�H�Q�X�L�Q�H���� �X�V�H�U�V���� �V�R�� �W�K�D�W�� �W�K�H�� �P�D�U�L�W�L�P�H�� �F�K�D�U�D�F�W�H�U��
�R�I�� �W�K�H�� �S�O�D�F�H�V�� �F�D�Q�� �E�H�� �N�H�S�W�� �D�O�L�Y�H�� �L�Q�� �D�Q�� �D�X�W�K�H�Q�W�L�F�� �Z�D�\��

To address the above-mentioned challenges, the project 
�0�D�U�L�(�[�� �Z�D�V�� �H�V�W�D�E�O�L�V�K�H�G�� �Z�L�W�K�� �W�K�H�� �S�U�L�Q�F�L�S�D�O�� �J�R�D�O�� �W�R�� �V�H�H�N�� �W�R��
�F�U�H�D�W�H�� �Q�H�Z�� �N�L�Q�G�V�� �R�I�� �P�D�U�L�W�L�P�H�� �H�[�S�H�U�L�H�Q�F�H�� �S�R�L�Q�W�V�� ���0�(�3�V������
�D�Q�G�� �W�R�� �W�D�N�H�� �W�K�H�P�� �X�S�� �L�Q�W�R�� �W�K�H�� �
�Q�D�U�U�D�W�L�Y�H�V���� �R�I�� �W�K�H�� �W�R�X�U�L�V�W�L�F��
�P�D�U�N�H�W�L�Q�J���W�R�Z�D�U�G�V���K�R�O�L�G�D�\���W�R�X�U�L�V�W�V���V�W�D�\�L�Q�J���D�W���W�K�H���F�R�D�V�W���R�U���L�Q��
its hinterlands. Thus, the authentic maritime character of the 
South Baltic area as holiday destination will be safeguarded 
�D�Q�G���I�X�U�W�K�H�U���S�U�R�P�R�W�H�G�����I�R�U���W�K�H���E�H�Q�H�4�W���R�I���W�K�H���D�W�W�U�D�F�W�L�Y�H�Q�H�V�V��
of both seaside resorts and hinterland locations.

The project has just been funded from 
Interreg South Baltic Programme   with  a  total    
project    budget   of   approx.  2,3   mln   Euro.
�–�W���L�V���S�O�D�Q�Q�H�G���I�R�U�������\�H�D�U�V�����V�W�D�U�W�L�Q�J���L�Q���0�D�\�������������D�Q�G���4�Q�L�V�K�L�Q�J��
in April 2027. Partnership of the Project include: Tourism 
Association Vorpommern from Germany as the Lead 
Partner, Municipality of Kröslin, The Association of Sea 
�&�L�W�L�H�V�� �D�Q�G�� �0�X�Q�L�F�L�S�D�O�L�W�L�H�V�� �E�D�V�H�G�� �L�Q�� �*�G�D�Q�V�N���� �0�X�Q�L�F�L�S�D�O�L�W�\�� �R�I��
�'�D�U���R�Z�R���� �$�G�P�L�Q�L�V�W�U�D�W�L�R�Q�� �R�I�� �.�O�D�L�S�H�G�D�� �'�L�V�W�U�L�F�W�� �0�X�Q�L�F�L�S�D�O�L�W�\����

Association Klaipeda Region, Hörte Harbour Association, 
�'�H�V�W�L�Q�D�W�L�R�Q���6�\�G�N�\�V�W���'�H�Q�P�D�U�N���D�Q�G���8�Q�L�R�Q���R�I���W�K�H���%�D�O�W�L�F���&�L�W�L�H�V��

We  are also proud to announce the start of a 
new project “BOATMAN: creating a South Baltic 
network of sustainable-tourism hubs connected 
�W�R�� �W�K�H�� �P�D�U�L�W�L�P�H�� �K�H�U�L�W�D�J�H�� �W�K�H�P�H�
�� �F�R���4�Q�D�Q�F�H�G�� �E�\��
the INTERREG South Baltic Programme 2021-27.

�7�K�H�� �S�U�R�M�H�F�W���� �L�Q�L�W�D�W�H�G�� �E�\�� �W�K�H�� �-�D�F�N�� �6�W�U�R�Q�J�� �)�R�X�Q�G�D�W�L�R�Q��
���3�/���� �D�Q�G�� �.�O�D�L�S�Ù�G�D�� �8�Q�L�Y�H�U�V�L�W�\�� ���/�7���� �K�D�V�� �D�� �J�R�D�O�� �R�I��
�S�R�S�X�O�D�U�L�]�L�Q�J�� �U�H�F�U�H�D�W�L�R�Q�D�O�� �E�R�D�W�� �E�X�L�O�G�L�Q�J�� �D�Q�G��
other activities around heritage ships and boats.

�%�2�$�7�0�$�1�� �L�V�� �D�� �M�R�L�Q�W�� �L�Q�L�W�L�D�W�L�Y�H�� �R�I�� �V�D�L�O�R�U�V���� �K�L�V�W�R�U�L�D�Q�V����
operators of heritage ships, local municipalities and 
tourism professionals from Poland, Lithuania, Sweden and 
�'�H�Q�P�D�U�N�����7�R�J�H�W�K�H�U���W�K�H�\���Z�D�Q�W���W�R���U�H�Y�L�Y�H���W�K�H���X�Q�L�T�X�H���F�R�P�P�R�Q��
Baltic Sea heritage of wooden boat building craft in the 
places on the South Baltic coast, where there is demand 
for innovative and sustainable out-of-season tourist 
�D�W�W�U�D�F�W�L�R�Q�V���� �� �)�L�Y�H�� �F�R�P�P�X�Q�L�W�\�� �F�H�Q�W�H�U�V�� ���V�X�V�W�D�L�Q�D�E�O�H�� �W�R�X�U�L�V�P��
hubs connected to maritime heritage will be created in 
�9�¦�V�W�H�U�Y�L�N�����6�(�������'�U�H�Y�H�U�Q�D�����.�O�D�L�S�H�G�D���5�H�J�L�R�Q�����/�7�������*�G�D���V�N�����3�X�F�N��
�D�Q�G�� �7�R�O�N�P�L�F�N�R�� ���3�/������ �:�L�W�K�L�Q�� �W�K�H�� �S�U�R�M�H�F�W�V�� �L�Q�Y�H�V�W�P�H�Q�W�V�� �D�Q�G��
�Y�R�O�X�Q�W�H�H�U���Z�R�U�N���V�H�Y�H�U�D�O���K�L�V�W�R�U�L�F�D�O���Y�H�V�V�H�O�V���Z�L�O�O���E�H���U�H�V�W�R�U�H�G���R�U��
�W�K�H�L�U�� �U�H�S�O�L�F�D�V�� �E�X�L�O�W���� �7�K�H�� �Z�K�R�O�H�� �W�R�X�U�L�V�W�L�F�� �R�•�H�U�� �Z�L�O�O�� �E�H�� �J�L�Y�H�Q��
�D�� �F�R�P�P�R�Q�� �E�U�D�Q�G�L�Q�J�� �D�Q�G�� �S�U�R�I�H�V�V�L�R�Q�D�O�� �M�R�L�Q�W�� �P�D�U�N�H�W�L�Q�J��
European Maritime Heritage Association (EMH) 
and Union of the Baltic Cities (UBC) are among 
the international supporters of this project.
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�E�\���$�Q�Q�D���6�R���Q�L�F�N�D���_���D�Q�Q�D���V�R�V�Q�L�F�N�D�#�X�E�F���Q�H�W

PITCH project
pilot-testing phase completed

The 4th Transnational Partners meeting of the PITCH project 
was held on 10-11 April 2024 in Athens. It was hosted by 
SYMPLEXIS, the lead partner responsible for Work Package 
3: Pilot-testing of local integration strategies featuring 
personalized integration roadmaps for migrant women. UBC 
is a partner in the project.

�2�Q���W�K�H���D�J�H�Q�G�D���W�K�H�U�H���Z�H�U�H���W�R�S�L�F�V�����4�Q�D�O�L�]�D�W�L�R�Q���R�I���O�R�F�D�O���L�Q�W�H�J�U�D�W�L�R�Q��
�V�W�U�D�W�H�J�L�H�V���	���3�–�7�&�+���0�R�G�H�O�����F�D�S�D�F�L�W�\���E�X�L�O�G�L�Q�J���D�F�W�L�Y�L�W�L�H�V���I�R�U���R�S�H�U�D�W�R�U�V��
and community actors, future disseminations events and actions. 
�'�X�U�L�Q�J���W�K�H���P�H�H�W�L�Q�J�����W�K�H���S�D�U�W�Q�H�U�V�������6�\�P�S�O�H�[�L�V�����&�(�6�–�(�����=�5�6�����–�1�&�2�0�$����
CSI, DDG and SwIdeas, shared the results of the local activities, 
�D�O�V�R���F�K�D�O�O�H�Q�J�H�V���W�K�H�\���K�D�G���W�R���I�D�F�H���G�X�U�L�Q�J���W�K�L�V���S�L�O�R�W�������W�H�V�W�L�Q�J���S�K�D�V�H��

During this phase, in all countries the local advisory committees, 
�F�R�Q�V�L�V�W�L�Q�J���R�I���������P�H�P�E�H�U�V���������I�U�R�P���P�X�Q�L�F�L�S�D�O�L�W�\���������O�R�F�D�O���V�W�D�N�H�K�R�O�G�H�U�V����
3 representatives of migrant women, 2 project partners) were 
selected to translate the PITCH model to the 7 local integration 
strategies. A set of tools allowing to identify the individual needs 
and aspirations of each woman was developed. In each country 
5 linguistic and cultural mediators were selected to support the 
women. 

�7�K�H���J�U�R�X�S�V���R�I���������P�L�J�U�D�Q�W���Z�R�P�H�Q�����D�O�W�R�J�H�W�K�H�U���������������Q�R�W���W�D�N�L�Q�J���S�D�U�W��
�L�Q�� �W�K�H�� �O�L�I�H�� �R�I�� �F�R�P�P�X�Q�L�W�\���� �Z�H�U�H�� �I�R�U�P�H�G���� �7�K�H�\�� �W�R�R�N�� �S�D�U�W�� �L�Q�� �&�R�]�\��
�&�R�U�Q�H�U�V�� ���� ������ �J�D�W�K�H�U�L�Q�J�V�� �L�Q�� �H�D�F�K�� �F�R�X�Q�W�U�\���� �R�•�H�U�L�Q�J�� �D�Q�� �L�Q�I�R�U�P�D�O��
�D�W�P�R�V�S�K�H�U�H���D�Q�G���D���V�D�I�H���V�S�D�F�H�����Z�K�H�U�H���W�K�H���Z�R�P�H�Q���Z�H�U�H���D�V�N�H�G���Z�K�D�W��
their needs, wishes and obstacles for successful integration were. 
�7�K�H�� �S�H�U�V�R�Q�D�O�L�]�H�G�� �U�R�D�G�P�D�S�� �I�R�U�� �L�Q�W�H�J�U�D�W�L�R�Q�� �I�R�U�� �H�D�F�K�� �Z�R�P�D�Q�� �Z�D�V��
prepared.

�/�D�W�H�U�����D�O�O���P�L�J�U�D�Q�W���Z�R�P�H�Q���W�R�R�N���S�D�U�W���L�Q���W�K�H���W�U�D�L�Q�L�Q�J���S�U�R�J�U�D�P�����7�K�U�H�H��
�$�F�W�L�Y�L�W�\���&�O�X�V�W�H�U�V�����8�S�V�N�L�O�O�L�Q�J�����$�Z�D�U�H�Q�H�V�V���D�Q�G���6�R�F�L�D�O���W�U�D�L�Q�L�Q�J���R�•�H�U�H�G��

�Z�L�G�H���U�D�Q�J�H���R�I���W�R�S�L�F�V�����8�S�V�N�L�O�O�L�Q�J���F�O�X�V�W�H�U���R�•�H�U�H�G���L���D�����O�D�Q�J�X�D�J�H���O�H�V�V�R�Q�V����
�V�N�L�O�O�V���G�H�Y�H�O�R�S�P�H�Q�W���O�L�N�H���F�U�H�D�W�L�Q�J���E�D�V�L�F���G�R�F�X�P�H�Q�W�V�����D���E�D�Q�N���D�F�F�R�X�Q�W����
social media accounts, writing a cv, online job applications, writing 
a business plan, study visit to business incubators.

Awareness rising / Guidance cluster concerned rights and duties, 
�D�E�X�V�H���R�I���U�L�J�K�W�V�����G�R�P�H�V�W�L�F���Y�L�R�O�H�Q�F�H�����V�H�[�X�D�O���D�E�X�V�H�����D�F�W�L�Y�H���F�L�W�L�]�H�Q�V�K�L�S����
�F�D�U�H�H�U�� �W�U�D�L�Q�L�Q�J�� �J�X�L�G�D�Q�F�H���� �W�D�O�H�Q�W�� �G�L�V�F�R�Y�H�U�\���� �V�N�L�O�O�V�� �D�Q�D�O�\�V�L�V�� �D�Q�G��
career path design. 

�–�Q�� �W�K�H�� �6�R�F�L�D�O�� �F�O�X�V�W�H�U�� �W�K�H�U�H�� �Z�H�U�H�� �W�Z�R�� �1�H�L�J�K�E�R�U�K�R�R�G�� �Z�D�O�N�V�� ����
Exploring the city and Exploring local businesses founded by 
�P�L�J�U�D�Q�W�� �Z�R�P�H�Q���� �D�O�V�R�� �6�R�F�L�D�O�� �F�D�I�«�V���� �H���J���� �0�R�Y�L�H�� �Q�L�J�K�W�V���� �3�L�F�Q�L�F���� �'�–�<��
�Z�R�U�N�V�K�R�S�����H�W�F����

Each migrant women must have chosen at least one topic from the 
�8�S�V�N�L�O�O�L�Q�J���&�O�X�V�W�H�U�����������K�R�X�U�V�������D�W���O�H�D�V�W���R�Q�H���W�R�S�L�F���I�U�R�P���W�K�H���$�Z�D�U�H�Q�H�V�V��
/ Guidance cluster (15 hours) and attend at least 5 social cafes (15 
hours). Minimum 50 hours in total.

In the next project phase UBC is responsible for dissemination 
activities such as: the PITCH White paper on the PITCH Model, a 
�Z�H�E�L�Q�D�U�� �
�1�H�Z�� �D�S�S�U�R�D�F�K�H�V�� �L�Q�� �L�Q�W�H�J�U�D�W�L�R�Q�� ���� �$�� �P�R�G�H�O�� �W�R�� �V�X�S�S�R�U�W��
�L�Q�W�H�J�U�D�W�L�R�Q���V�W�U�D�W�H�J�\���E�X�L�O�G�L�Q�J�������)�L�Q�D�O���&�R�Q�I�H�U�H�Q�F�H���Z�K�L�F�K���Z�L�O�O���E�H���K�H�O�G��
in Brussels in December 2024.

More information: https://pitch-eu.eu/ 
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�0�&���<�2�8�� �S�U�R�M�H�F�W�� �P�H�P�E�H�U�V�� �K�H�O�G�� �L�W�V�� �4�U�V�W�� �R�Q�V�L�W�H�� �Z�R�U�N��
meeting in Faro, Portugal, on the 21st and 22nd of March. 
The event was a great opportunity to meet in person and 
proceed with the project’s assignments.

�0�&���<�2�8�� �S�U�R�M�H�F�W�� �D�L�P�V�� �W�R�� �H�P�S�R�Z�H�U�� �\�R�X�Q�J�� �S�H�R�S�O�H�� �W�R�� �W�D�N�H�� �D��
proactive role in creating resilient cities. With this end in view the 
youngsters are supposed to develop and test a new youth-led 
policy model that includes leveraging creative and educational 
�S�R�W�H�Q�W�L�D�O�� �R�I�� �0�L�Q�H�F�U�D�I�W���� �7�K�H�� �S�U�R�M�H�F�W�� �D�O�V�R�� �R�•�H�U�V�� �D�� �V�X�V�W�D�L�Q�D�E�O�H��
�V�R�O�X�W�L�R�Q���W�R���S�R�O�L�F�\���P�D�N�H�U�V���W�R���H�Q�J�D�J�H���\�R�X�W�K���L�Q���S�R�O�L�W�L�F�D�O���S�U�R�F�H�V�V�H�V��
on the local level by endowing them with a sense of agency and 
creating real impact for their communities.

At the beginning of the meeting, the hosts warmly welcomed all 
the participants and shared their expertise and experience with 
regard to youth projects. In this context a special attention was 
�J�L�Y�H�Q���W�R���W�K�H���S�U�R�M�H�F�W���0�–���0�2�0�2���F�R�Q�G�X�F�W�H�G���E�\���)�D�U�R���P�X�Q�L�F�L�S�D�O�L�W�\����
It was followed by the thorough discussion about each of the 
partner assignments and common responsibilities. 

�'�X�U�L�Q�J���W�Z�R���Z�R�U�N�L�Q�J���V�H�V�V�L�R�Q�V���R�Q���0�D�U�F�K���������D�Q�G���������W�K�H���F�R�Q�V�R�U�W�L�X�P��
agreed upon further steps regarding the project agenda i.a. 
deadlines for particular deliverables were set, information on 
a draft version of Communication and Dissemination Plan and 
visual identity components was presented etc.

A study visit which enabled all the members to learn more 
�D�E�R�X�W�� �W�K�H�� �0�–���0�2�0�2�� �S�U�R�M�H�F�W�� �Z�D�V�� �D�O�V�R�� �S�D�U�W�� �R�I�� �W�K�H�� �H�Y�H�Q�W���V��
program. Persons who were directly involved in this project 
�V�K�D�U�H�G�� �W�K�H�L�U�� �W�K�R�X�J�K�W�V�� �D�Q�G�� �V�K�R�Z�H�G�� �K�R�Z�� �L�W�� �L�Q�5�X�H�Q�F�H�G�� �\�R�X�Q�J��

people from the municipality as well as other local residents. 
It raised awareness with regard to modernism architecture 
among the inhabitants and activated local community around 
the unnoticed part of local heritage. 

�/�D�V�W���S�R�L�Q�W���R�Q���W�K�H���R�]�F�L�D�O���D�J�H�Q�G�D���Z�D�V���D���3�H�H�U���/�H�D�U�Q�L�Q�J���(�Y�H�Q�W���W�K�D�W��
�W�R�R�N���S�O�D�F�H���D�W���)�D�U�R���7�R�Z�Q���+�D�O�O���R�Q���0�D�U�F�K�����������3�D�U�W�Q�H�U�V���S�U�H�V�H�Q�W�H�G��
best practice examples from their countries that used 
Minecraft as a successful tool for youth participation. Wide 
variety of projects was presented which gave the audience 
food for thought. 

This exchange of experiences had proved Minecraft to be 
a useful way of engaging young people that gives them a 
sense of empowerment and agency they need. The event 
�Z�D�V�� �F�R�Q�F�O�X�G�H�G�� �D�I�W�H�U�� �D�� �V�H�U�L�H�V�� �R�I�� �U�H�P�D�U�N�V�� �D�Q�G�� �F�R�P�P�H�Q�W�V���� �7�K�H��
�N�Q�R�Z�O�H�G�J�H�� �D�F�T�X�L�U�H�G�� �G�X�U�L�Q�J�� �W�K�L�V�� �P�H�H�W�L�Q�J�� �Z�L�O�O�� �E�H�� �X�W�L�O�L�]�H�G�� �L�Q��
�W�K�H���F�U�H�D�W�L�R�Q���R�I�� �
�0�L�Q�H�F�U�D�I�W���D�V���D���\�R�X�W�K�I�X�O���S�R�O�L�F�\�� �W�R�R�O���� ���� �D���G�L�J�L�W�D�O��
document that will showcase Minecraft best practices.

�0�&���<�2�8���P�H�H�W�L�Q�J���L�Q���)�D�U�R

�E�\���-�D�N�X�E���5�\�E�L�F�N�L���–���M�D�N�X�E���U�\�E�L�F�N�L�#�X�E�F���Q�H�W
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YUPAD project Partner Meeting 

The fourth Transnational Partner Meeting of 
�W�K�H�� �<�8�3�$�'�� �S�U�R�M�H�F�W���� �K�H�O�G�� �L�Q�� �W�K�H�� �Y�L�E�U�D�Q�W�� �F�L�W�\�� �R�I��
�*�G�D�Q�V�N�� �R�Q�� ���� �)�H�E�U�X�D�U�\���� ���������� �P�D�U�N�H�G�� �D�� �S�L�Y�R�W�D�O��
�P�R�P�H�Q�W�� �I�R�U�� �V�W�D�N�H�K�R�O�G�H�U�V�� �D�Q�G�� �F�R�Q�W�U�L�E�X�W�R�U�V�� �W�R��
�F�R�P�H�� �W�R�J�H�W�K�H�U���� �U�H�5�H�F�W�� �R�Q�� �S�U�R�J�U�H�V�V���� �D�Q�G�� �V�H�W��
the course for future initiatives. The agenda, 
meticulously planned, underscored the 
project’s commitment to fostering innovation, 
enhancing youth participation, and addressing 
the pressing challenges facing our communities 
today.

The heart of the meeting was a series 
�R�I�� �G�L�V�F�X�V�V�L�R�Q�V�� �D�Q�G�� �Z�R�U�N�V�K�R�S�V�� �D�L�P�H�G�� �D�W��
�F�R�Q�V�R�O�L�G�D�W�L�Q�J�� �W�K�H�� �Z�R�U�N�� �D�F�F�R�P�S�O�L�V�K�H�G�� �W�K�X�V�� �I�D�U��
and brainstorming strategies for amplifying 
impact. The sessions were thoughtfully designed 
to not only assess the milestones achieved but 
also to pave the way for robust plans that would 
propel the project into its next phase.

Keynote presentations from the partners 
provided valuable insights into emerging trends 
and best practices in youth participation and 
�G�H�Y�H�O�R�S�P�H�Q�W���� �7�K�H�V�H�� �V�H�V�V�L�R�Q�V�� �V�S�D�U�N�H�G�� �O�L�Y�H�O�\��
debates among participants, encouraging 
exchange of ideas and experiences from all 
partner countries. 

The meeting also served as a platform for 
�Q�H�W�Z�R�U�N�L�Q�J���� �Z�L�W�K�� �D�P�S�O�H�� �R�S�S�R�U�W�X�Q�L�W�L�H�V�� �I�R�U��

participants to forge new partnerships and 
strengthen existing ones. These connections 
are vital for the project’s sustainability and 
�H�[�S�D�Q�V�L�R�Q���� �R�•�H�U�L�Q�J�� �S�D�W�K�V�� �I�R�U�� �F�R�O�O�D�E�R�U�D�W�L�R�Q��
�E�H�\�R�Q�G���W�K�H���F�R�Q�4�Q�H�V���R�I���W�K�H���P�H�H�W�L�Q�J��

In conclusion, the fourth and last Transnational 
Partner Meeting not only celebrated the 
�D�F�K�L�H�Y�H�P�H�Q�W�V�� �R�I�� �W�K�H�� �<�8�3�$�'�� �S�U�R�M�H�F�W�� �E�X�W�� �D�O�V�R��
�O�D�L�G�� �W�K�H�� �J�U�R�X�Q�G�Z�R�U�N�� �I�R�U�� �L�W�V�� �I�R�O�O�R�Z�� �X�S���� �:�L�W�K�� �D��
renewed focus on collaboration, innovation, 
�D�Q�G���L�P�S�D�F�W�����W�K�H���S�U�R�M�H�F�W���W�H�D�P���L�V���F�H�U�W�D�L�Q���W�R���P�D�N�H��
�V�L�J�Q�L�4�F�D�Q�W�� �S�U�R�J�U�H�V�V�� �L�Q�� �H�P�S�R�Z�H�U�L�Q�J�� �\�R�X�W�K��
and contributing to the betterment of their 
communities in the future. 

YUPAD project Dissemination Event

In an era where youth engagement in civic 
�D�F�W�L�Y�L�W�L�H�V�� �L�V�� �P�R�U�H�� �F�U�X�F�L�D�O�� �W�K�D�Q�� �H�Y�H�U���� �W�K�H�� �<�8�3�$�'��
�'�L�V�V�H�P�L�Q�D�W�L�R�Q�� �(�Y�H�Q�W���� �K�H�O�G�� �R�Q�� �)�H�E�U�X�D�U�\�� �����V�W����
���������� �L�Q�� �*�G�D�Q�V�N�� �1�H�Z�� �&�L�W�\�� �+�D�O�O���� �V�W�D�Q�G�V�� �R�X�W�� �D�V�� �D��
beacon of innovative approaches to fostering 
youth engagement in participatory budgeting 
processes. The event unfolded a series of 
enlightening presentations and case studies, 
each shedding light on the transformative 
�<�8�3�$�'�� �S�U�R�M�H�F�W�� �D�Q�G�� �L�W�V�� �W�R�R�O�V�� �G�H�V�L�J�Q�H�G�� �W�R��
�H�P�S�R�Z�H�U�� �\�R�X�Q�J�� �L�Q�G�L�Y�L�G�X�D�O�V�� �D�Q�G�� �S�R�O�L�F�\�P�D�N�H�U�V��
�D�O�L�N�H��

�7�K�H���H�Y�H�Q�W���N�L�F�N�H�G���R�•���Z�L�W�K���W�K�H���L�Q�W�U�R�G�X�F�W�L�R�Q���W�R���W�K�H��
�<�8�3�$�'���S�U�R�M�H�F�W�����D���S�L�R�Q�H�H�U�L�Q�J���L�Q�L�W�L�D�W�L�Y�H���D�L�P�H�G���D�W��

�<�8�3�$�'���D�F�W�L�Y�L�W�L�H�V���L�Q���*�G�D���V�N

�E�\���–�J�R�U���-�R�M�N�L�F���–���L�J�R�U���M�R�M�N�L�F�#�J�P�D�L�O���F�R�P

increasing young people’s active involvement 
in their communities through participatory 
�E�X�G�J�H�W�L�Q�J���� �7�K�H�� �S�U�H�V�H�Q�W�D�W�L�R�Q�� �R�I�� �<�8�3�$�'�� �7�R�R�O�V����
�L�Q�F�O�X�G�L�Q�J�� �W�K�H�� �%�H�H�V�� �P�H�W�K�R�G�R�O�R�J�\���� �W�K�H�� �<�8�3�$�'��
Calculator, and  the Curricula for Educators and 
�3�R�O�L�F�\�P�D�N�H�U�V�����R�•�H�U�H�G���D�W�W�H�Q�G�H�H�V���D���J�O�L�P�S�V�H���L�Q�W�R��
the project’s foundation and its potential to 
reshape youth engagement strategies.

The next point of the event agenda was devoted 
to case study presentations from the region. The 
�4�U�V�W���R�Q�H���� �S�U�H�V�H�Q�W�H�G���E�\�� �0�V���� �0�D�U�W�D���'�]�L�H�U�>�D�Z�V�N�D��
�U�H�I�H�U�U�H�G�� �W�R�� �*�G�D�Q�V�N�� �H�[�S�H�U�L�H�Q�F�H�V���� �S�U�R�Y�L�G�H�G��
�L�Q�V�L�J�K�W�V�� �L�Q�W�R�� �H�•�H�F�W�L�Y�H�� �F�L�W�L�]�H�Q�� �S�D�U�W�L�F�L�S�D�W�L�R�Q��
mechanisms and the green civic budget’s 
impact on community involvement. 

Ms. Dace Ribena shared the Riga’s case study, 
highlighting successful strategies for attracting 
young people to participatory budgeting and 
�W�K�H�� �S�U�D�F�W�L�F�D�O�� �D�S�S�O�L�F�D�W�L�R�Q�� �R�I�� �W�K�H�� �<�8�3�$�'�� �W�R�R�O�V����
�0�V�����$�O�H�N�V�D�Q�G�U�D���–�O�L�M�L�Q���V���H�[�S�O�R�U�D�W�L�R�Q���R�I���1�R�Y�L���6�D�G���V��
best practices in youth participatory budgeting 
underscored the potential for upscaling 
such mechanisms to foster greater youth 
engagement.

The event also served as a platform for 
discussing policy recommendations at both 
local and European levels, with presenting 
strategies to enhance youth participation in 
�F�L�Y�L�F�� �S�U�R�F�H�V�V�H�V���� �7�K�L�V���I�R�U�Z�D�U�G���W�K�L�Q�N�L�Q�J�� �V�H�J�P�H�Q�W��
underpinned the importance of integrating 

�W�K�H�� �<�8�3�$�'�� �S�U�R�M�H�F�W���V�� �L�Q�V�L�J�K�W�V�� �L�Q�W�R�� �E�U�R�D�G�H�U��
�S�R�O�L�F�\���I�U�D�P�H�Z�R�U�N�V���W�R���H�Q�V�X�U�H���V�X�V�W�D�L�Q�D�E�O�H���\�R�X�W�K��
engagement.

�$�� �Y�L�E�U�D�Q�W�� �4�	�$�� �V�H�V�V�L�R�Q�� �D�O�O�R�Z�H�G�� �D�W�W�H�Q�G�H�H�V�� �W�R��
dive deeper into the discussions, addressing 
queries and expanding on the day’s topics. This 
interactive segment further highlighted the 
�F�R�P�P�X�Q�L�W�\���V�� �L�Q�W�H�U�H�V�W�� �L�Q�� �W�K�H�� �<�8�3�$�'�� �S�U�R�M�H�F�W���V��
objectives and its implications for future 
participatory budgeting initiatives. 

The attendees were left with a renewed sense 
of purpose and a call to action to implement 
the lessons learned and tools presented. 
�7�K�H�� �<�8�3�$�'�� �'�L�V�V�H�P�L�Q�D�W�L�R�Q�� �(�Y�H�Q�W�� �Q�R�W�� �R�Q�O�\��
showcased innovative approaches to engaging 
youth in participatory budgeting but also laid 
�W�K�H���J�U�R�X�Q�G�Z�R�U�N���I�R�U���I�X�W�X�U�H���L�Q�L�W�L�D�W�L�Y�H�V���D�L�P�L�Q�J���W�R��
�H�P�S�R�Z�H�U���\�R�X�Q�J���S�H�R�S�O�H���W�R���W�D�N�H���D�Q���D�F�W�L�Y�H���U�R�O�H���L�Q��
shaping their communities.
















