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The Baltic Sea
— unique in the world
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The Relationship of Society
and the Sea

- Human survival, prosperity and overall quality of life depends on a
healthy ecosystem, including through a multitude of regulating,
provisioning and cultural ecosystem services

- Our relationship with the marine environment is defined by a complex
interaction of drivers.

- Society can derive benefits from human activities that may have W
negative impacts on the marine environment. ANA \%

- A dynamic tension between the need to protect the ecosystem and Pressures State

the desire to use it for our own benefit.
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PHYSICAL
RESTRUCTURING

EXTRACTION OF
NON-LIVING RESOURCES

PRODUCTION
OF ENERGY

EXTRACTION OF
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CULTIVATION OF
LIVING RESOURCES

TRANSPORT

TOURISM &
LEISURE

SECURITY & DEFENCE
EDUCATION & RESEARCH
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HUMAN ACTIVITIES

Land claim

Canalisation, other watercourse modifications
Coastal defence, flood protection

Offshore structures

Restructuring of seabed morphology

Extraction of minerals

Extraction of oil and gas

Renewable energy generation and infrastructure
Non-renewable energy production
Transmission of electricity and communications
Fish and shellfish harvesting

Fish and shellfish processing

Marine plant harvesting

Hunting and collecting for other purposes
Aquacuture - marine

Agriculture

Forestry

Transport infrastructure

Transport - shipping

Transport - land

Tourism and leisure infrastructure
Tourism and leisure activities
Military operations

Research, survey and educational activities
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PRESSURES

Input of nutrients

Input of organic matter

Input of hazardous substances

Input of litter

Input of sound

Input of other forms of energy

Input or spread of
non-indigenous species

Input of genetically modified species,
translocation of native species

Input of microbial pathogens

Disturbance of species

Extraction of species
or mortality/injury to species

Physical disturbance to seabed

Physical loss of seabed

Changes to hydrological conditions
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Protection, what is it?

- The practice of protecting, i.e leaving space for, the natural
environment from negative impacts.

- This is done by limiting activites and pressures, or improving the
status of the environment directly.

- The objectives are to
1) secure biodiversity benefits,
2) enhance ecosystems resilience,
3) maintain or restore its function,

4) ensure that humans can benefit also long
term.

State
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Global challenges - regional solutions
* Triple planetary crisis.

* Global Biodiversity Targets . .
yers 30% of marine area under protection,

* EU Biodiversity Strategy 1/3 under strict protection, by 2030.
* Baltic Sea Action Plan

= o~ -y
G thuenEleJrop);an Union \(\) PROTECT a}‘ HEI_COM :"

eeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeee




- - - - - - - Marine Protected Areas

___ HELCOM subbasin
division lines 2022

HELCOM MPAs

Current situation —the good = tewazmsies

* First region in the world to reach the
global 10% target.

* As of December 2022, the Baltic
marine protected area (MPA) network
covers approximately 16.5% of the
Baltic Sea.
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Current situation — the not so good

* Incomplete knowledge base for decision making and
designation.

* Gaps in governance.

* Insufficient use of adaptive management.

* It took 30 years to get where we are, now we need to
double it in 7 years.

* Butitisn’t about getting to 30%, it’s about getting
Lherefin a way that actually provides the biodiversity
enefits.
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Baltic Sea Pressure Index
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PROTECT BALTIC and the Bigger Picture X

- (atchment

HELCOM
countries

Addresses two asEects of the triple planetary crisis: biodiversity
loss and climate change.

Overall aim: sufficient spatial protection and restoration of the
marine environment

EU level: Supports implementation of the EU Biodiversity
Strategy, MSFD, HBD, CFP, and the upcoming EU restoration law.

Regional sea level: Fully or partially directly implements 32 of
199 BSAP actions, and provides support to many more.

Global level: SDG 14 (as well as 5, 10 and 13) and the CBD global
biodiversity targets for the Baltic Sea countries.
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Project stats

Timeline: mid-2023 (August)-mid 2028 (five years in total)

17|partners covering EE, Fl, DE, DK, LT, LV and SE, as well as Coalition Clean
Baltic

HELCOM Secretariat coordinating
Total budget: € 8 482 131.25

Primary target group: governing authorities, implementing and planning
agencies, site managers, international organlzatlons and agencies

Highly relevant also for: NGOs and economic actors (e.g. fisheries, tourism)
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What are
we working
to achieve?

What do we want to
achieve?

Rationale for theory
of change...

INTERMEDIATE OUTCOME

Enabling Due to
sufficient sufficient spatial
spatial protection

protection pressures, impacts

from human
activities reduced
and/or avoided

measures for
the marine
environment

If sufficient and
effective spatial
protection is
ensured across the
ecoregion...

... there will be a
reduction in the negative
impact from human
activities, and...

ULTIMATE IMPACT

Secure
positive
marine
biodiversity
outcomes

..the goals of
maintaining or
restoring the
status of marine
biodiversity can be
reached.
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spatial

e \ How do we get

g there?

Enabling
sufficient spatial
protection
measures for the
marine
environment

Sound design Effective
and planning management
of spatial of spatial

protection protection
measures measures




Project structure (i.e. what will we be doing?)

Horizontal work packages
Full project duration, not tied to WP 1: Management and coordination
project phases

Content work packages WP 5: WP 8:
Coherence o MPA Portal

Project phases

mid 2023 .
mid 2026 1 Framework and evidence base

Output

mid 2026-

mid 2027 2 Baselines

Output

3 Gap analysis
Output

mid 2027-

mid 2028 4 Optimizing the network

1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
v Output
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When preparing deliverables and products

We want them to be:

* Ecologically relevant

e Cutting edge and state-of-the-art

* Long lasting

e Adaptable

* Transparent

* Replicable (process documentation and blueprints)

e Scalable
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Mission Ocean

The project carries forward the EU's
Restore of Ocean and Waters Mission.

With a 2030 target, the mission aims
to protect and restore the health of
our ocean and waters through
research and innovation, citizen
engagement and blue investments.

#EUmissions #HorizonEU #MissionOcean

https://missionoceanwaters.eu/#/
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https://missionoceanwaters.eu/#/

PROTECT BALTIC in your feed

Subscribe to our news from our website or here

https://www.linkedin.com/ n https://www.facebook.com/

company/protectbaltic protectbaltic

https://www.instagram.com/ https://tiktok.com/@protectbaltic

protectbaltic/
X https://twitter.com/
protectbaltic
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https://gem.godaddy.com/signups/eb67dfb5b81b4d859174a64668bff90a/join

Thank you!

Contact

Cecilia Nyman

Project Coordinator
cecilia.nyman@helcom.fi
+358 44 709 1614

Funded by (\
the European Union \ )



mailto:paul.trouth@helcom.fi

	Slide Number 1
	Slide Number 2
	Protection�- the why and the what
	Slide Number 4
	The Relationship of the Sea and Society
	The Relationship of Society �and the Sea
	Slide Number 7
	Protection, what is it?
	PROTECT BALTIC and protection in the Baltic Sea
	Slide Number 10
	Slide Number 11
	Slide Number 12
	Slide Number 13
	Slide Number 14
	Slide Number 15
	How do we get there?�
	Slide Number 17
	Slide Number 18
	Slide Number 19
	Slide Number 20
	Slide Number 21

