
Social sustainability as structuring pillar 
for urban development
Entire city perspective Platform for creating together For a cohesive city
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Refinement of long term strategies and goals

The municipal council’s frame goal:

”Umeå's growth must be managed with
social, ecological, cultural and economic
sustainability with the vision of 200,000 
citizens by 2050”

Answered through six growth strategies



It is reasonable that new developments 
benefit their surroundings!



The academic research points out; ” The most important thing is that the city is cohesively held 
together socially!” 

Need for a holistic yet structured comprehensive approach

Socio-economic factors Spatial factorsSence of place



The socio-economic 
quantitative analysis

The emotional connection to 
the place - “the sense of place" 

The qualitative data 
collection and analysis



Prorotion of residents with higher
education



ABOUT THE DISTRICT

NETWORK OF PUBLIC 
SPACES

Hur ser nätverket av offentliga rum ut i stadsdelen? Är det tydligt 
avläsbart? 

Var finns rekreationsområden? Vilka är entréerna ut till dessa och 
hur fungerar de? 

FUNCTIONS OF  
PLACES

Förekomst av service: offentlig och kommersiell.

Vilka är mötesplatserna?  Hur fungerar de? 
Vilka är de bra platserna?
Finns dåliga/otrygga platser? 

MOVEMENT 
PATTERNS AND 

BARRIERS

Physical and social

Kommentarer om ”tillgänglighet”; infrastruktur. 
Hur reser man här? 
Hur är stadsdelens koppling till staden? 
Hur är stadsdelens koppling till andra stadsdelar? 

Besöker man denna stadsdel om man inte bor här? Av vilken 
anledning isåfall (besök/arbete etc)? 
Finns fysiska barriärer? 
Finns sociala barriärer? 

TRANSFORMATION 
AND FUTURE

Pågående transformation
Vad ger tilläggen de redan boende? 
Vad händer i framtiden? 
Hur är stadsdelens avläsbarhet? 
Vad finns för potentialer? 
Vad finns för ofullständigheter? 

ADVICE FOR THE 
FUTURE

Analyzes of Umeå’s city districts
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Talk about the conditions and future of places with the whole of Umeå…sort of



1. Which places do you enjoy the most in your 
neighborhood?

2. Which places do you dislike?

3. What would you like for your neighborhood in 
20 years?

4. What would you miss most about your 
neighborhood if you moved?

Few but multidimensional dialogue questions





Umeå districts –
How are they 
doing
• Planning document



• Distinctive features
• Household types
• Proportion of foreign-born
• Public health
• Cramped housing accommodation
• Average income
• Education level
• Day population
• Acquisition rate

Quantitive analysis



Qualitative analysis



Social urban space analyses

… including 
mapping of 

cultural 
presence 



Value-creating community planning 



The academic research points out; ” The most 
important thing is that the city is cohesively held 
together socially!” 



”We move
at the speed 

of trust”



TACK! 

harry.bertilsson@umea.se
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